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Assembly (WHA) this past May, while 
approving several resolutions covering 
topics dealing with the control and 
prevention of pollution of the air, childhood 
obesity, non-communicable diseases, and 
aging, opted to adopt only one country-
specific resolution. That action requested the 
director general “to report and make practical 
recommendations on the health conditions in 
the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
east Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian 
Golan” at the following year’s Assembly.
 Are you kidding me?
 In 2005, the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement between Sudan and the people 
of South Sudan was signed, ending 22 years 
of brutal civil war, which had resulted in 
an estimated two million deaths and the 
displacement of an additional four million 
people.
 In 2011, South Sudan became an 
independent state, but this did not end the 
violence. Since then, violence has continued 
and the country has been plagued with 
governmental corruption, inter-communal 
violence, fighting between rebel militia and 
the government, and border conflicts with 
Sudan.
 On March 11, 2016, the United Nations 
published a report on the human rights 
situation in South Sudan describing “a 
multitude of horrendous violations in ‘searing 
detail,’ in particular by Government forces, 
including cases of civilians burned alive or 
cut to pieces and a teenage girl being raped 
by ten soldiers.” The report continues to 
recount “the systematic destruction of towns 
and villages across southern and central [state 
of] Unity in 2014 and 2015 by government 
forces and militia.” The conclusion drawn 
from these actions by the UN was that “Such 
extensive destruction cannot plausibly be 
justified by military necessity and appears to 
be a form of organised pillage. Crop burning, 
cattle raiding, looting, and destruction of 

food stocks have also led to famine like 
conditions in Unity State.” 
 And yet, in the preamble to its report, 
the WHO citing the basic principle set forth 
in its constitution that health and safety are 
fundamental rights, only chose Israel to 
single out for investigation.
 Are you kidding me?
 Ceylan Yeginsu, in an article that 
appeared in The New York Times on 
December 30, 2015, wrote that, “Over the 
past week, Turkish tanks and artillery have 
pounded Kurdish targets across several 
southeast cities, killing at least 200 militants 
and more than 150 civilians, according to 
human rights groups and local officials.” 
The information indicated that there was 
mass destruction, and that “Several Turkish 
cities are under tight lockdown, and many 
residents have been trapped without food 
or electricity as clashes between Kurdish 
militants and Turkish security forces have 
intensified.”
 This is a continuation of a three-decade 
old conflict between Turkey and the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, which is committed to the 
establishment of an independent Kurdish 
state within Turkey. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
president of Turkey, is quoted in the article 
as saying, “You will be annihilated in those 
houses, those buildings, those ditches which 
you have dug.” According to that story, local 
officials distributed photographs and videos 
showing chaos and destruction, and Erdogan, 
speaking to supporters in Konya, said “Our 
security forces will continue this fight until it 
has been completely cleansed and a peaceful 

atmosphere established.”
 In a CNN report dated April 17, 2016, 
by Kyle Almond, photographer Emin Ozmen 
tells of the more than 40,000 lives that have 
been claimed in the Kurdish conflict. He talks 
about the recent 24-hour curfew imposed by 
the Turkish military that deprived the civilian 
population, which had not left their homes,  
of water, electricity, and food. He relates 
that “In every city, in every neighborhood, 
(there’s) the same decor: streets turned into 
battlefields. At each intersection, barricades 
ad trenches.”
 Yet, once again, WHO makes no 
mention of this in its report.

 In the February 11, 2016, issue of The 
New York Times, Anne Barnard sighted a 
“report from the Syrian Center for Policy 
Research [which] said that at least 470,000 
Syrians had died as a result of war.”
 In another piece on the Public 
Broadcasting Service’s web site dated 
February 11, 2016, by Privanka Boghani, 
it was stated that “11.5 percent of Syria’s 
population has been wounded or killed since 
2011.” The report goes on to say that “The 
vast majority of deaths—400,000— were 
caused by violence, while 70,000 came as 
an indirect result of the war—the collapse 
of the country’s health-care infrastructure, 
lack of access to medicine, poor sanitation, 
the spread of communicable diseases, 
falling vaccination rates, food scarcity, and 
malnutrition.”
 And yet the World Health Organization 
(WHO), a specialized agency of the United 
Nations, at its Sixty-ninth World Health 
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What’s
HAPPENING

JOE BECK’S GRIPPING NEW BOOK. 
Community and political leaders, lawyers, 
and other prominent Atlantans turned out to 
celebrate the publication of Attorney Joseph 
Beck’s new book, My Father and Atticus 
Finch: A Lawyer’s Fight for Justice in 1930s 
Alabama, at the Jimmy Carter Presidential 
Library. 
 Among the overflow crowd in the 
center’s auditorium listening to Joe’s 

spellbinding 
talk and at the 
book signing 
were Nancy 
A b r a m s , 
E l a i n e 
and Miles 
A lexande r, 
Janice and 
Judge Marvin 
S h o o b , 
Art Harris 
and Carol 
Martin, Carol 
and Paul 
M u l d a w e r , 

Elliot Levitas, Leanne Levitan, Maria 
Saporta, Eleanor Ringel Cater, Bonnie 
Wolloff, and dozens of others. The previous 
day, Joe and his book were featured on the 
front page of the Sunday Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, with a full page excerpt on the 
front page of the “Living and Arts” section.
 Decades before Harper Lee wrote 
the now-legendary To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Joe’s father starred in a similar, but real-
life, drama in a rural Alabama courtroom, in 
1938.
 Like Atticus Finch, the lawyer in To 
Kill a Mockingbird, Joe’s dad, Foster Beck, 
defended a black man accused of raping a 
white woman. While other local lawyers 
declined to represent the defendant, Foster 
courageously agreed to do so, at the request 
of the presiding judge.
 The small-town lawyer was used 
to representing clients like farmers and 
sharecroppers, who usually paid him in 
crops instead of “cash money,” but no client 
like this had ever come along.
 His investigation concluded that the 
man had been coerced into making what 
was described as a “detailed” confession, 
which the local newspaper had trumpeted 

in a front-page headline, adding, “the negro 
accomplished his dastardly purpose.”
 During the trial, the courthouse had to 
be circled by 16 Alabama state highway 
patrolmen, and the defendant was taken 
to and from the courthouse to a faraway 
prison, where he would be safe from attack 
by mobs. 
 Foster himself received much abuse 
from the white community, for tirelessly 
defending a man no one else would, and his 
law practice there was eventually ruined.
 Harper Lee was 12 at the time, and the 
trial was widely publicized, so it is possible 
that she was influenced or inspired by the 
case to write her landmark book, though she 
said she could not recall hearing about the 
trial.
 We won’t ruin the conclusion of this 
riveting drama and the effect the trial had 
on Foster Beck and his family, but we do 
guarantee that you will greatly enjoy and 

be moved by 
this gripping, 
compel l ing 
w o r k , 
available on 
Amazon.com 
and at better 
books to re s 
everywhere.
 A n d 
you will 
often think 
of the much-
cited Jewish 

admoni t ion , 
“ J u s t i c e , 

Justice shall ye pursue” (Deuteronomy 
16:20), which has been called “one of the 
eternal religious obligations of Judaism.”
 An Atlanta attorney with the renowned 

firm of 
K i l p a t r i c k 
To w n s e n d 
& Stockton, 
Joe teaches 
at Emory 
Law School 
and has 
lectured at 
universities 
th roughou t 
the United 
States and 
abroad.
      He  and his 

law partner and close friend Miles Alexander 
are widely considered to be among the best 
intellectual property lawyers in the country. 
Miles says, “His [Beck’s] life is rich with his 
accomplishments, civil rights credentials, 
and recognized status as one of our country’s 

BY Reg
   Regenstein

See HAPPENING, page 4

top two or three copyright lawyers…. He is 
often mistaken for being Jewish because of 
his name and liberal views, an error he is 
quick to embrace with pride, perhaps based 
on his belief that there may be Jewish roots 
somewhere in his family tree.”
 Joe may have missed his calling—
imagine how successful he could have been 
if, instead of a lawyer, he had become an 
author!

PARADIES FEEDS THE TROOPS. Again 
this year, Paradies Lagardère, the renowned 
airport retail and restaurant firm founded by 
Atlanta’s Paradies family, offered free meals 
to our military travelers through its Treat 
Our Troops program. 
 Between Memorial Day and 
Independence Day, the firm, as a token of 
its gratitude and respect to those serving our 
country, hosted active and retired military 

in many of 
its airport 
restaurants, 
i n c l u d i n g 
the Sweet 
A u b u r n 
Market at 
Hartsf ield–
J a c k s o n 
A t l a n t a 
International 
Airport.
 “ T h i s 
is our way 
of saying 
‘thank you 

for serving our country,’” said Bill Casey, 
senior vice president, Food and Beverage, 
Paradies Lagardère. “In exchange for all 
that they do, we want to serve them for a 
change.”
 Thanks to all our military and veterans 
for their service and to Paradies for its 
generosity and patriotism.

MARILYN KRONE HOSTING HUGE 
BENEFIT FOR ANIMALS. Marilyn Krone 
works so hard on so many good causes—
we don’t know where she gets the time and 
energy. But nothing is dearer to her heart 
than helping animals in need through the 
valuable work of Fix Georgia’s Pets (FGP), 
founded by prominent philanthropist Ginny 
Millner.
 They are inviting their fellow animal 
lovers—and anyone else who enjoys a 
fabulous party—to “Come Together to Fix 
Georgia’s Pets,” at the group’s fifth annual 
auction fete. It will be held from 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Thursday, October 20, at the posh 
and lovely Estate in Buckhead, at 3109 
Piedmont Road.
 For this year’s event, called the Red 
Carpet Fete, you can count on a lavish 
and elegant evening, filled with live music 
and entertainment, lovely cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres, brilliant and interesting 
conversation, witty repartee, and an exciting 
auction of donated jewelry, trips, meals, and 
other valuable items at great prices.
 Co-chairs Marilyn Krone and Allison 
Lowers are promising us they “will create 
an evening of elegance and fun with our 
celebrity guests—author, gardener, and 

designer Carolyne Roehm and rescue 
therapy star Chloe Hubal.”
 As its tireless and dedicated founder 
Ginny Millner frequently observes, 
proceeds from the event will serve a great 
cause—“supporting FGP’s efforts to reduce 
the state’s pet overpopulation, which leads 
to an incredible 350,000 cats and dogs 
being euthanized every year in Georgia, 
which is one of the highest kill rates in the 
nation. Thanks to FGP, spay and neuter 
clinics, mobile units, and private practice 
veterinarians are able to provide services to 
those who otherwise would not be able to 
afford having their pet ‘fixed.’”
 FGP points out that “Spaying and 
neutering make a big difference: Just one 
unaltered female dog and her offspring can 
produce 67,000 puppies in only six years. 
In seven years, one female cat and her 
offspring can produce an incredible 370,000 
kittens!”
 At last year’s event, more than 200 
people attended, raising more than $250,000 
to help address the pet overpopulation crisis.
 Ginny spends most of her time helping 
animals and finding homes for strays. She 
was recently honored with the Anne Cox 
Chambers Humane Heroine Award by the 
Atlanta Humane Society.
 To purchase patron tickets, visit 
fixgeorgiapets.org/redcarpet, or call 404-
374-8588.
 Finally, congratulations to Billi Marcus, 
co-founder of the Billi and Bernie Marcus 
Foundation, and her golf foursome, who co-
sponsored and took first place at the first-
ever Dog Bone Golf Tournament, benefiting 
FGP, held at the East Lake Golf Club, on 
June 2.

FGP co-chairs (standing, from left) 
Marilyn Krone and Allison Jowers; 
(sitting) founders Rubye Reid and 
Ginny Millner

Ginny and Guy Millner with Billi 
Marcus

Miles Alexander

Joe Beck

Paradies CEO Gregg Paradies
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Carolyne Roehm and friend

HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY TO 
BOOTS AND KENNY. Boots and Kenny 
Strauss celebrated six happy decades 
together with 126 of their closest friends—
“beautiful people,” as Boots described 
them—including family from California, 
with a magnificent party at the Estate in 
Buckhead.
 We were taken aback by the elegance 
and beauty of the event, of the hosts, of 
everything. Besides the fabulous band, 
wonderful entertainment was provided by 
Dr. Billy Silver, who always has an ample 
supply of great jokes, most of which we 
cannot repeat here.
 Ripping it up on the dance floor, along 
with Boots and Kenny, were Dulcy and Jerry 
Rosenberg, Stephanie and Marshall Abes, 
Honey and Howard Workman, Joyce and 
Sonny Schlesinger, Joan and Don Brown, 
and Pano and Georgia Karatassos.
 Ladies, you should have seen Boots. 
Her striking, spectacular, bejeweled red 
coral colored dress was by Christian Dior, 
her shoes by Manolo Blahnik, and the 
entire outfit, Boots told us exclusively, was 
“from Jeffrey” (Kalinsky). As always, she 
looked great. And as his cousin Bonnie said, 
“Kenny was perfect, as his mother always 
used to say.”
 Fortunately, they arrived in his Porsche 
and not on his beloved Harley.
 We wish them 60 more years of 
connubial bliss.

Boots and Kenny Strauss (photos: 
Nancy Jo McDaniel)

(Boots right) and grandson Logan 
Strauss

SELIG DINNER HONORING ASHERS 
HUGE SUCCESS. Almost 400 people 
turned out at the 30th annual American 
Jewish Committee Selig Award Dinner, 
honoring respected and beloved community 
leaders Spring and Tom Asher.
 At the dinner, named in honor of 
Caroline and Simon Selig, their son Steve, a 
past president of the Atlanta chapter, spoke 
beautifully when presenting AJC Atlanta’s 
Selig Distinguished Service Award to 
Spring and Tom, for their decades of service 
to the community and the city of Atlanta.
 Three other awards honored individuals 
who have made exceptional contributions 
to AJC Atlanta. The ACCESS Award was 
presented to outgoing Co-Chair Gabby 
Leon, the Advocacy Award to Israeli Deputy 
Consul General Ron Brummer, and the 
President’s Award to Steve Labovitz and 
Kenny Blank, for their work on nurturing 
the successful partnership between AJC 
and the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. As 
staffer Leah Berkowitz told us, “The work 
of AJC would not be possible without the 
overwhelming support we have from our 
community.”

Steve Selig (center) with Spring and 
Tom Asher (photos: Paula M. Gould)

Steve Labovitz and Kenny Blank

Hugh Asher and Gabby Leon

Steve Berman and Ron Brummer

David Harris, AJC’s Chief Executive 
Officer

DORI AND DAVID’S DELIGHTFUL 
DOGS. Respected political strategist and 
businesswoman, the lovely and delightful 
Dori Ginsburg, sure knows how to open 
doors. But she is nothing compared to her 
and husband David’s two mutts, who have 
learned to turn knobs and open doors at 
home to let themselves in and out of rooms 
and even the house itself.
 As Dori told us exclusively, in a story 
you will read only here, “Kasha arrived on 
the first night of Passover 2004. A friend 
brought her to the Seder and said she needed 
a home. She was a precious ball of fur with 
beautiful soft eyes. Kasha is half Siberian 
husky and half golden retriever. Little did 
we know how smart she was….
 “As it was April, the weather was warm, 
and we spent a lot of time in our backyard. 
Every time either David or I opened the 
door, Kasha watched very carefully. We 
thought nothing of it, until one day, she 
stood up and opened the door all by herself.
 “Okay, cute, we thought…but then she 
did it again and again, opening the door to 
let herself in and out whenever she wanted. 

She wrapped her paw around the handle 
and curled it to pull the door open from the 
outside, as well. 
 “Fast forward seven years, and we 
wanted a pal for our beloved Kasha. At 
this time, I would tell her in order to have a 
sister, she would have to teach her to open 
the door, too, not thinking it would really 
happen.
 “We adopted Gigi when I saw her on 
‘Atlanta & Company’ one Friday morning, 
and she looked like a miniature version 
of Kasha. She was a rescue from Fulton 
County Animal Control. Half chow and half 
German shepherd. She would watch her big 
sister open the door, and we could tell she 
was intrigued. She began to stand up as if 
she was going to open the door, so I would 
put her paw on the handle and help her…
for a while. Then one morning, I walked 
into my kitchen and watched little Gigi do 
exactly what her big sister Kasha did.
 “Now, we are the proud parents of two 
brilliant dogs, who come and go at their own 
leisure.
 “As a side note, we had to change the 
handle on the door from the kitchen to the 
garage, because one day, Kasha opened the 
door, ran to our neighbors’ house, opened 
their front door and grabbed a toy, which 
she promptly stole and brought back to our 
house.”
 Yes, they are wonderful, much better 
company than David, and demonstrate 
the advantage of adopting a mutt from a 
rescue group or shelter instead of getting a 
pedigreed dog from a breeder.

Kasha and Gigi

David and Dori Ginsburg

DEBBY BERGER HONORED FOR HER 
WORK FOR ANIMALS. On 25 June, at 
its annual gala, “The Party of the Century,” 
hosted by Atlanta Classic Cars, in Duluth, 

See HAPPENING, page 7

Happening
From page 3
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BOOK FESTIVAL SNEAK PEAK. One of 
the community’s most anticipated cultural 
events, the 25th Edition of the Book Festival 
of the Marcus Jewish Community (MJCCA), 
bringing the best in cultural arts and literary 
voices to Atlanta, takes place November 
5-20. Each year, the Book Festival’s 
exceptional repertoire has something to 
offer all book lovers. More than 10,000 
visitors come together to listen to, meet, 
and engage with their favorite authors, in 
a variety of forums, such as author meet-
and-greets, book signings, a community 
read, panel discussions, children’s and teen 
activities, and more. 
 Featured authors include CNN Senior 

Legal Analyst 
Jeffrey Toobin; 
New York Times 
Bestselling Author 
Alice Hoffman; 
CNN National 
Security Analyst 
Peter Bergen; 
Moshe Dayan’s 
daughter and Israeli 
politician Yael 
Dayan; and many 
more. 
 Most events will 

be held at the Marcus 
Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta, 
5342 Tilly Mill 
Road, Dunwoody. 
Tickets go on sale 
September 1. To 
purchase tickets, call 
678-812-4005, or 
visit atlantajcc.org/
bookfestival.

ARTS AND CULTURE 
NEW SEASON. The Marcus 
Jewish Community Center 
of Atlanta’s 2016-2017 Arts 
& Culture season includes 
offerings for audiences 
of all ages, with most 
programs taking place at the 
MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill 
Road, Dunwoody. For more 
information or to purchase 
tickets, visit atlantajcc.org/
boxoffice, or call at 678-812-
4002. 
 “This is a season that I 
am particularly proud of; one 
that is comprised of classic 
musicals, award-winning exhibitions, 
jazz concerts, and productions for the 
entire community,” explains Director 
Brian Kimmel, director of Arts & Culture, 
MJCCA. “Through this year’s lineup, there 
truly will be a cultural offering for every age 
and interest.”
 Programs are suitable for all ages, 
unless otherwise recommended, and take 
place at the Morris & Rae Frank Theatre, 
unless otherwise indicated.

 Programs include:
 Music: Baladino, September 11, 7:00 
p.m., $15-$22; Matisyahu, (two nights, 
two venues) January 7, 2017, 8:00 p.m. 

and January 8, 
8:00 p.m., City 
Winery, Ponce 
City Market, 
$45-$65 and 
$100 VIP, 
includes meet 
and greet; and 
Daniel Zamir, 
February 19, 
2017, 7:00 
p.m., $15-$25.
 Literary: 25th Edition of The Book 
Festival of the MJCCA, November 5–20, 
tickets go on sale September 1.
 Family Theatre: From Head to Toe, 
presented by Alliance Theatre for the 
Very Young in conjunction with The High 
Museum of Art exhibition in the Morris & 
Rae Frank Theatre, October 30, 10:30 a.m., 

12:00 p.m., and 4:00 p.m.; $8-$14 (ideal for 
children ages one to five years); Dinosaur, 
presented by Alliance Theatre for the Very 
Young, and a one-of-a-kind collaboration 
with the Fernbank Museum of Natural 
History, April 2, 2017, 10:30 a.m., 12: p.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., $8-$14 (ideal for children 
six months to five years); A Brown Bear, A 
Caterpillar, And A Moon: Treasured Stories 
by Eric Carle (presented by Mermaid 
Theater), April 16, 2017, 11:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m., $10-$18 (ideal for children three 
to five years).
 Theatre: LABA: Birds Sing A Pretty 
Song, developed by the 14th Street Y, 
February 2017, various times and locations, 
free and open to the community. LABA is a 
cutting-edge laboratory for Jewish culture, 
creating new art inspired by classic Jewish 
texts. Select directors, designers, musicians, 
painters, actors, and dancers will be in 

residence at the MJCCA for 
a two-week creation period 
to develop Birds Sing a Pretty 
Song, a program layering 
dance, interactive media, live 
music, and film.
 Youth Ensemble Theatre 
Productions: Xanadu Jr.; 
Guys and Dolls JR.; Beauty 
and the Beast Kids; and 
School House Rock Live! Jr.
 Spotlight: Kalaidescope: 
A Musical Review, February 
5, 2017, 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 
p.m. and Show us Your Shorts: 
A Festival of New Plays, 
April 23, 2017, 1:00 p.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. Spotlight is a year-round, 
audition-based theatre company for adults 
with special needs.
 Jerry’s Habima Theatre: The Wizard 
of Oz, March 6–19, 2017. Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre is Georgia’s only theatrical company 
directed and produced by professionals, 

featuring actors with special needs.

HARRY MAZIAR CLASSIC. The Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
presented its annual golf tournament, the 
MJCCA BB&T Harry Maziar Classic, 
on June 6, at the Atlanta Country Club, in 
Marietta. 
 Each year, the MJCCA BB&T Harry 
Maziar Classic honors an outstanding 
member of the MJCCA, whose commitment 
has helped shape Atlanta’s vibrant Jewish 
community. This year’s tournament 
honored Michael Coles, co-founder of Great 
American Cookie Company, former CEO 
of Caribou Coffee Company, and current 
chairman of the Board of Brand Bank. 
 The MJCCA raised $350,000 through 
sponsorships, contributions, and auction 
items.
 The MJCCA BB&T Harry Maziar 
Classic was chaired by Garret Van de Grift, 
chief executive officer of Red Wizard 
Group, and David Kusiel, senior vice 
president—wealth management, The Kusiel 
Lapp Group, UBS Financial Services Inc.
 Sponsors included Title Sponsor BB&T 
and Presenting Sponsors The Ron and Lisa 
Brill Family Charitable Trust, Donna and 
Michael Coles, Lynne and Howard Halpern, 
The Marcus Foundation, PGA TOUR 

 MJCCA News

See MJCCA, page 6
Jeffrey Toobin

Baladino (photo: Omri Barel)

From Head to Toe (photo: Greg Mooney)

Matisyahu
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Superstore, United Distributors, and The 
Van de Grift Family.
 “Proceeds from this annual tournament 
enable the MJCCA to provide scholarships 
to ensure that our innovative programs and 
vital services are accessible to everyone in 
our community,” said MJCCA Board of 
Directors Chair Joel Arogeti. “The MJCCA 
currently has the highest user rates in its 
history and serves more than 55,000 people 
every year through its preschools, sports 
leagues, summer camps, programming for 
people with special needs, cultural programs 
and events, and more.”
 The Host Committee included Adam 
Beckman, Ron Brill, David Dermer, 
Michael Dinerman, Steve Ginsberg, 
Howard Halpern, Lynne M. Halpern, Scott 
Jordan, Doug Kuniansky, Steve Labovitz, 
Jeff Levy, Mark Lichtenstein, Harry 
Maziar, Josh Rosenberg, Steve Selig, Mark 
Silberman, and J. Larry Stevens.

 2016 MJCCA BB&T Harry Maziar 
Classic Tournament Winners are:
• Putting contest—Jeff Levy
• Longest drive (male)—Ben Wilson
• Longest drive (female)— Emily White
• First-place team net score—Brian Smith, 
Mike McGarvey, Brad Sullivan, and Justin 
Hong
• Second-place team net score—Jack 
Halpern, Benjamin Halpern, Cary Halpern, 
and Rick Lenner
• Third-place team net score—David 
Kusiel, David Eastman, Richard Jacobson, 
and Jonathan Byrd

• Fourth-place team net score—Donta 
Wilson, Cameron Hooper, Ron Hunter, and 
Adam Cohen

 GEORGIA POWER AWARDS MJCCA 
$30,000 REBATE. On June 15, the 
MJCCA—a Grants to Green Campus 
recipient—was awarded a $30,000 rebate, 
from Georgia Power’s Commercial Energy 
Efficiency Program, for the HVAC controls 
they were able to install as a result of their 
Grants to Green Campus grant. Rosheata 
McClain, account manager with Georgia 
Power, presented the check to Jared Powers, 
CEO of the MJCCA. 
 Grants to Green provides 
environmentally focused knowledge and 
funding to strengthen nonprofits in the 
Atlanta region. The founding partners 
of Grants to Green who collaborated 
with the MJCCA in this initiative were: 
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, 
which provided expertise in grant making; 
Southface, which provided expertise in 
energy efficiency and conducted the energy 
assessment of the MJCCA’s campus; and 
the Kendeda Fund, dedicated to exploring 
how to build a more equitable world, one in 
which resources are used wisely. The grant 
enabled the MJCCA to bring in Carrier 
Corporation, which installed a state-of-the-
art HVAC controls system.

CHECK PRESENTATION. Rosheata 
McClain, Georgia Power (from left); 
Doug Jenkins, Georgia Power; Larry 
Vincent, Georgia Power; and Jared 
Powers, MJCCA

DANCE FOR EVERYONE. The MJCCA 
announces the launch of Dance for 
Everyone, a new class for children with 
physical and mental disabilities children 
ages 3-10. 
 “Dance is for everyone and every 
child should be given the opportunity to 
participate in a dance class and feel good 
about themselves and their bodies,” said 
MJCCA’s Director of Dance, Erin Lesure. 
“The ultimate goal of this class is to help 
these children build confidence and self-
esteem through dance.”
 Classes will be held each Sunday 
morning beginning August 14 and will 
run through December 18. Class schedule: 
children ages 3-5, 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 
children ages 6-10, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
 “We are starting with two classes and 
class sizes will be small,” explains Lesure. 
“Our volunteers will be working closely 
with class participants so parents can remain 
worry-free and relax as they enjoy watching 
their children learn how to dance,” she adds. 
Volunteers are trained by physical therapists 

and special educators.
 All dance classes will take place in 
the Dance Studio at the MJCCA at 5342 
Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody. For more 
information or to volunteer, contact Erin 
Lesure at 678-812-4049 or erin.lesure@
atlantajcc.org. Visit atlantajcc.org/dance to 
register.

BBYO EXECUTIVE BOARDS. On April 
20, Atlanta Council BBYO’s 88th and 
68th Executive Boards were installed for 
the 2016-2017 programming year. These 
14 teenagers were elected by their peers at 
the Atlanta Council Spring Convention, in 
March, and will spend the summer travelling 
on BBYO programs in Bulgaria and Israel, 
attending an international BBYO six-week 
leadership and Jewish identity development 
program in Pennsylvania, or serving as staff 
at Camp Barney Medintz and Camp Ramah 
Darom. Citywide BBYO programming will 
resume on August 7, with a kickoff program 
at the MJCCA. For more information, 
contact BBYO at 678-812-3970 or bbyo@
atlantajcc.org, or visit atlantajcc.org/bbyo.

From page 5

MJCCA News

Chandra Farley, Southface (from left); Steve Leeds, Grants to Green; 
Rosheata McClain, Georgia Power; Rick Murphy, MJCCA; Doug Jenkins, 
Georgia Power; Dennis Creech, Southface; Larry Vincent, Georgia Power; 
Jared Powers, MJCCA; Bruce Calkin, Carrier Corporation; Andy Campbell, 
Georgia Power; Jacqueline Schneider, Georgia Power; Adam Chylinski, 
MJCCA; Jeff West, Georgia Power; Chris Creasy, MJCCA; and Mike Sheehy, 
Carrier Corporation

Brian Smith, Mike McGarvey, Brad 
Sullivan, and Justin Hong (Photos: 
Sue Rosseel)

Donna and Michael Coles

Michael Coles and Harry Maziar

Garrett Van de Grift, Michael Coles, 
and David Kusiel

 
BBYO 2016 Executive Board members and their positions are (front, from left) 
Liana Slomka, mekasheret; Melissa Dunn, gizborit; Alyssa Bruck, sh’licha; 
Maddie Srochi, mazkirah; Jayme Dinnerstein, morah; Amanda Jackson, 
s’ganit, and Bari Steel, n’siah; and (back) Jonah Weinbach, mekasher; Kenny 
Janis, gizbor; Zack Cohen, shaliach; Ben Engelman, mazkir; Jason Rothfarb, 
moreh; Jacob Lewis, s’gan; and Cole Sonshein, godol
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the Georgia Chapter of the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals presented 
Debra Berger its second annual Humane 
Hero award. Debra heads up the Georgia 
chapter of the Humane Society of the United 
States and founded the Georgia Center for 
Humane Education.
 Modest as always, Debra gave credit 
to the “many people in Georgia working 
quietly behind the scenes…who don’t get 
recognized. I want to dedicate the Humane 
Hero award to all of the unsung heroes in 
Georgia who work tirelessly every day 
to save the lives of animals. My animal 
protection work is guided by the Jewish 
concepts of tsa’ar ba’alei chayim (avoiding 
harm to living creatures) and tikkun olam 
(repairing the world)…. As Jews, we 
recognize that we must address suffering 
wherever we confront it.”
 She is truly dedicated to helping 
animals. Her home is always full of rescued 
dogs she has adopted, including, for many 
years, a blind mutt and the dog’s daughter, 
both of whom learned to find their way 
around just fine. 

Debra Berger and Sadie

HADASSAH’S 100TH YEAR SERVING 
ATLANTA. The wonderful and delightful 
Martha Jo Katz tells us exclusively that she 
feels very honored to be co-chairing the gala 
celebration of Hadassah Atlanta’s 100th 
year of serving the Atlanta community, 
October 30, at the Grand Hyatt Buckhead.
 Three of Atlanta’s most distinguished 
women will serve as honorees to represent 
the past, present, and future of Hadassah 
in Atlanta: Rae Frank, of blessed memory, 
represented by Lois and Larry Frank; 
Virginia Saul; and Renée Rosenheck.
 The event will raise funds for the 
groundbreaking medical research project 
called In Service to Humanity, which is 
taking place at the renowned Hadassah 
Medical Organization in Israel. With more 
than 3,300 members, Hadassah Atlanta 
also sponsors local programs on human 
trafficking, heart disease, breast health, 
and other women’s health and social 
issues, community education and volunteer 

projects, and youth programs.
 This event will be huge, it will be great. 
Everything Martha Jo works on
is. Don’t miss it.
 For information on attending, 
sponsorships, or being on the Host 
Committee, contact the Hadassah office, at 
aking@hadassah.org or 470-482-6778.

Honorees (from left) Renee 
Rosenheck; Larry and Lois Frank, 
representing Rae Frank; and Virginia 
Saul. (Photos: Chuck Robertson 
Photography)

Honorary Chair Lois Blonder (from 
left), Centennial Chair Phyllis Cohen, 
and Gala Co-Chairs Martha Jo Katz 
and Linda Hakerem

THE KORNBLUMS’ RECENT GUEST. 
Our wonderful neighbors Tricia and Warren 
Kornblum had an interesting guest from 
their hometown of Toronto, who brought 
some real internationalism and diversity to 
Buckhead. They invited their close friends 
over for a fun dinner party and to meet 
Rafaell Cabrera. The bill of fare included 
drinks and food inspired by the cuisines 
of Madrid and Barcelona, from where he 
had just returned. Rafaell said, “It was a 
magnificent and exciting visit and a truly 
eventful and inspiring evening.”
 Rafaell, of Sephardic heritage, is 
an internationally renowned interior 
designer, whose background is Spanish, 
Chinese, French, Carib, and Arawak, one 

of the original indigenous peoples of the 
Caribbean. And he claims nationality from 
four countries: Canada, the United States, 
Trinidad, and the United Kingdom.
 We will miss Rafaell. He has some 
great stories to tell and makes the best green 
gazpacho soup with mint we have ever had.

MENDEL FAMILY REUNION. Berkshire 
Hathaway Realtor Emilie Haas tells 
us exclusively about her recent family 
gathering, which she attended with her 
husband, our lifelong buddy Dr. Joe Haas.
 “Talk about a real mensch,” says 
Emilie, referring to former Atlantan Marcus 
Katz (now living in Asheville and Fisher 
Island, Florida). “He recently treated 250 
of his cousins to a fun-filled family reunion, 
for four days, at the Ritz Carlton at Lake 
Oconee.”
 The weather was not great the first two 
days at Lake Oconee, and that turned out to 
be a great thing, as folks were confined in 
the hotel and really got to know one another.
 Katz even set up a prank room and had 
the Ritz go to Goodwill and buy dumpy 
furniture, including a 12-inch TV on a TV 
table and a granny-style crocheted bed 
cover that reeked of mothballs.
 There were two hidden cameras to 
record the shocked reaction of the guests 
being pranked by “Mendel’s Candid 
Camera,” the video of which was shown 
after dinner the following evening, to much 
laughter and delight. Finally, there was a 
lavish banquet, with a fabulous magician, 
who boggled everyone’s mind.
 Marcus has become the patriarch of the 
Mendel family, as this is the second reunion 
he has given for the family. Eight years 
ago, he flew the entire bunch to a fabulous 
reunion in the Dominican Republic.
 We’re thinking it sure must get 
crowded at Marcus’ house at Passover and 
Thanksgiving.

Mendel family reunion

JAY STARKMAN RECORDS DAD’S 
HOLOCAUST EXPERIENCES. Our friend 
Jay is renowned as a brilliant accountant, 
award-winning expert on taxes, and author 
of a highly praised book, The Sex of a 
Hippopotamus: A Unique History of Taxes 
and Accounting.
 But, amazingly, Jay has extraordinary 
technical skills as well, which he recently 
used to honor his father, George Starkman.
 As Jay tells us exclusively, “I just 
now completed a project of digitizing and 
uploading my father’s Holocaust survival 
story to starkman.com/george.

 “I digitized the VHS tapes, taught 
myself HTML5 
video coding, 
amplified the 
sound, removed 
tape background 
hiss, replaced 
the old sound 
track with the 
new one while 
maintaining lip 
sync, converted 
the video to H264 
mp4 format so it 

could used online, 
compressed the 
video to reduce its 
large size, spliced 
it into small 
segments, and set 
up a website.

 “All by myself, 
using Linux. 
Windows might 
have required 
some expensive 
software.”

 Jay modestly 
notes that he is 

comforted that he 
could “find useful employment elsewhere...
just in case they abolish taxes and the IRS.” 

STEVE’S LIVE MUSIC CLOSING. In 
recent issues, we have chronicled the 
closing of some of Atlanta’s most beloved 
institutions—FolkFest, The Brickery, and 
Beth Ann Taratoot’s boutique.
 Now, we have the sad duty to report 
that Steve’s Live Music has hosted its last 
performance at its Sandy Springs location. 
It will now concentrate on promoting live 
acts at other venues.
 As Steve and Heleen Grossman wrote 
to their loyal customers, “We want to thank 
you—for 4 wonderful years! We have 
brought over 2,000 shows and musicians 
through our doors since we opened on June 
12, 2012. As a tribute to that date, our last 
show at this location [took] place on June 
12, 2016. 
 “We are forever grateful to Sandy 
Springs and the Atlanta community for 
supporting live music.
 “While this is the end of this leg of 
the journey, we look forward to the next 
phase of Steve’s Live Music, which is 
bringing live music to other Sandy Springs 
establishments in the coming year.
 “We have already presented shows at 5 
Seasons Brewery, in Sandy Springs, and we 
have a full lineup that we will release soon 
for upcoming shows at various locations in 
the area.
 “We hope you will come on out, 
support live music, and wish us well. We 
look forward to seeing you at other Steve’s 
Live Music events in the future!”

Happening
From page 4

Rafaell Cabrera (left) with Tricia and 
Warren Kornblum

George Starkman, 
1946

Jay Starkman
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 Are you kidding me?
 Certainly, Israel is and should be 
accountable for its actions, both good 
and bad. The purported protocol of WHO 
is to investigate and help implement 
improvements in conditions for the 
world’s population is both desirable and 
commendable. But the motivation and 
purpose should be to better living conditions 
and not to gain political clout. 
  And how do you reconcile the 
allegations implied and stated in the report 
with the activity of IsraAID, a non-profit, 
non-governmental Israeli organization? 
Over the last 15 years, IsraAID has come 
forth with support and help to more than 
1,000,000 people in 35 countries—including 
such countries as Sierra Leone, South Sudan, 
Haiti, Kenya, Jordan, Uganda, and Nepal—
with more than 1,000 tons of relief and 
medical supplies, trained more than 5,000 
local professionals, and has mobilized more 
than 850 staff, volunteers, and professional 
medical personnel. 
 Add to this the activities of MASHAV, 
the Hebrew acronym for Israel’s Agency 
for International Development Cooperation 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which 
is responsible for the design, coordination 
and implementation of the State of Israel’s 
worldwide development and cooperation 
programs in developing countries. Part 
of its mission statement, as shown in its 
2015 annual report, is to share “relevant 
expertise accumulated during Israel’s 
own development experience to empower 
governments, communities, and individuals 
to improve their own lives.” Recognizing 
the key element for success is the human 
resource, primary focus of this program is 
the “training of trainers” approach.
 The wide diversity and participatory 
impact of this program is astounding. The 
narrative included in the 2015 annual report 
recounts that “since the establishment of 

MASHAV, more than 280,000 professionals 
from over 130 countries around the world 
have participated in our professional 
programs.” It also reports that during 2015 
“A total of 1,800 professionals from 109 
countries participated in 70 activities offered 
in Israel, while 2,275 took part in 40 on-
the-spot courses (in host countries) offered 
in a total of 23 countries. Our experts were 
dispatched throughout the world on 68 short-
term consultancies and humanitarian medical 
missions to 24 countries, and 5 long-term 
experts served in MASHAV’s demonstration 
projects around the world.” And even more 
amazing is that some of the training was done 
with citizens of countries with which Israel 
did not have normal diplomatic relations.
 Of the 1,800 who took training in Israel, 
549 came from 35 African countries, 281 
came from 13 Asia and Oceania countries, 
355 came from 20 Central Europe and 
Eurasia countries, 384 came from 29 Latin 
America and Caribbean counties, five came 
from one Mediterranean country, 202 came 
from the Middle East and North African 
countries, and 24 came from 10 North 
America and European Union countries.
 Of the 2,275 people who took training in 
countries outside of Israel, 819 participated 
in five African countries, 729 participated 
in five Asia and Oceania countries, 297 
participated in two Central Europe and 
Eurasia countries, and 430 participated in 11 
Latin America and Caribbean countries.
 Rhetorically, I posed the question: 
“Are you kidding me?” I hope that its use 
in formatting this piece will add emphasis 
to the unconscionable way in which the 
political and diplomatic world will skew a 
total picture to gain an advantage rather than 
improve the human plight. How can WHO 
only focus on the Israel’s dealing with the 
Palestinians and turn its back on the more 
egregious, deadly activities taking place in 
surrounding countries?
 The anti-Israeli resolution passed 
by a vote of 107 yeas, eight nays, and 58 
abstentions or not voting. And, sadly in the 
yea votes were the United Kingdom, France, 
and the rest of the European Union.

From page 2

Botnick

 Professor Kenneth W. Stein, director of 
Emory University’s Institute for the Study of 
Modern Israel (ISMI), received the Opher 
Aviran We Stand with Israel Award, at the 
annual board meeting of Hillels of Georgia, 
May 5, at the Marcus Hillel Center, at Emory 
University. This award was created in 2015, 
to honor Opher 
Aviran for his 
impact on Atlanta 
and his support of 
Hillels of Georgia, 
during the five 
years he served 
as consul general 
of Israel to the 
S o u t h e a s t e r n 
United States.
 In a video 
message of 
congratulations 
from Israel, Aviran 
said he “could 
not think of a 
better scholar to 
receive the award 
this year than Ken Stein.” Aviran described 
Professor Stein as a leader in his field—a 
scholar, academic leader, and educator—
who enlightens students and teachers across 
America about the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
about Israel’s right to exist. In congratulating 
Professor Stein, Aviran said, “I hope you 
will be able to teach many more students, 
professors, and leaders of the academic world 
[about the importance of Israel].” 
 Hillels of Georgia carries out Jewish-
related programming on more than a 
dozen campuses throughout the state, with 

significant sums for its operations coming 
from individuals, foundations, and the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta. 
 At the meeting, President Michael Coles 
told more than 100 attendees that the award 
honors partners who work with Hillel to help 
students articulate the important role Israel 

plays in their 
personal Jewish 
identities. 
 “The world has 
changed; Hillel 
used to be focused 
on Shabbat meals 
and basic Jewish 
programming, but 
no longer is this 
the case,” said 
Coles. “Today, 
Hillel has to be 
on the cutting 
edge of fighting 
a n t i - S e m i t i s m 
and the Boycott, 
D i v e s t m e n t , 
and Sanctions 

(BDS) movement, to ensure a safe campus 
environment for Jewish students. Ken Stein 
has shown his continual commitment to 
Hillels of Georgia, by helping promote a 
positive image of Israel to not only increase 
pride among Jewish students but to educate 
uninformed students on campuses across the 
state.” 
 Over the past year, Professor Stein and 
other Emory faculty provided guidance to 
students, as they grappled with the concerted 
BDS effort to delegitimize Israel as a state.
 In accepting the award, Professor Stein 

focused his remarks on how Israel is currently 
taught on North American campuses. He 
noted that “more than 80 percent of Israel 
education is taught in courses that focus on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict.” After reviewing 
course syllabi in which Israel is addressed in 
the conflict, Professor Stein observed that the 
content and reading assignments are heavily 
biased away from Israel. 
 “Hillel and other programs on campus 
can maintain excellent Jewish and Israel 
programs, but if the classrooms where students 
learn have professors who preach rather than 
teach, one-sided views will educate otherwise 
unknowing undergraduates,” Professor Stein 
said.
 He made his remarks in the context of 
creating a smooth path to his own retirement 
at Emory and urged those attending to 
support efforts to keep the Emory Institute 
for the Study of Modern Israel active in years 

to come. Of the 5,300 students Professor 
Stein has taught, more than 40 percent have 
taken courses on Israel. 
 Professor Stein concluded by urging 
attendees to do what was necessary to 
support the continuation of Hillel’s critical 
work and ISMI’s student engagement in 
Israel education. “The thirst to learn about 
modern Israel is constantly growing; feeding 
that desire is what Emory College needs 
to prioritize in its curriculum in the years 
ahead.”
 In closing, Coles remarked, “Through 
his tireless support of Israel and his deep 
knowledge of its history, Ken Stein is 
helping engage students in the discussion, 
so that they are able to see current events 
through a historical lens. Information is 
power, and by providing students with 
historical perspective, Ken has helped arm 
students with tools they need to confidently 
participate in the discussion and actively 
promote Israel’s value to Jewish identity and 
America’s interests.”

Professor Ken Stein honored by Hillels of Georgia

Professor Ken Stein, Michael Coles, and 
Rabbi Russ Shulkes
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By Ruben Stanley 

 We are in the final stages of eyewitness 
recollections of the Holocaust and the 
horrendous reclamation and acclimation 
of the survivors that was required. Shortly, 
we will have to rely totally on recorded 
accounts.
 Happily, this past May we were 
fortunate to have Murray Greenfield, 
one of these eyewitnesses, visit 
Atlanta and share his experiences 
as one of the 250 Americans and 
Canadians who volunteered to be part 
of the Aliyah Bet operation. There 
were two movements in place dealing 
with relocation of Jews suffering 
from the Nazi-directed European 
persecution of Jews. One of these was 
labeled Aliyah Aleph (aleph being 
the first letter in the Hebrew alphabet 
as well as the Hebrew number one), 
which dealt with Jews that were 
allowed to emigrate to Palestine 
under the quota set by Britain. The 
quota number was 15,000 people a 
year. The other operation was labeled 
Aliyah Bet (bet being the second 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet as well 
as the Hebrew number two). It was 
an illicit movement operated from 
1934 to 1948 involved bringing Jews 
from Europe to the British Mandate 
for Palestine by sea in contravention 
of the established quota imposed by 
Britain.
 Greenfield’s participation was as 
a part of the Aliyah Bet operation in 
the post-World War II period that dealt 
with the Jewish European survivors in 
the displaced persons camps (DP Camps). 
Now, 90 years old and one of its vanishing 
operatives, Greenfield has taken on the 
mission of documenting the ships, events, 
and personnel involved in the American 
participation in this rescue. Together with 
Joseph M. Hochstein, in 1987, his publishing 
company, Gefen Publishing House, released 
this record in book entitled: The Jews’ Secret 
Fleet.
 A child of Polish immigrants who had 
come to the U.S. before World War I and 
settled in New York, Greenfield had grown 
up in the mutual-support environment of 
the labor movement where Yiddish was a 
common language. The self-help concept 
of the landsman shops, where Jews helped 
fellow Jews, was part of communal genetic 
DNA. During World War II, he had served in 
the Merchant Marines for three years, after 
which he had returned to civilian life with 
the intention of enrolling in college.
 Part of Greenfield’s routine as a civilian 
included attending synagogue. In addition 
to the religious element, it also served as an 
opportunity to socialize with others and talk 
about where they had been. He recalls that it 
was there, in 1947, that he was “talking with 
this one guy, he was a Zionist, and he put 
me in touch with another contact who says 

he was part of an American group that [was] 
‘buying ships to send the survivors from 
Europe to Palestine.’ And he said I’d be a 
good fit for it because I had been on a ship 
with the Merchant Marines.”
 What followed were meetings with 
those involved in the undertaking, and, after 
learning more of the details, Greenfield 

was captivated 
by the purpose 
and excited by the 
challenge. While the 
humanitarian element 
was all engulfing, since 
this was a clandestine 
operation that was 
fraught with the physical 
dangers of sailing the 
seas in inadequate, old 
ships of questionable 
seaworthiness and of 
imprisonment by the 
British, the willingness 
to be involved required a 
commitment to help those on 
whom the world had turned its 
back.
 After deciding to become 
part of the effort, Greenfield’s greatest 
concern was telling his mother that he was 
not going to college. As in many Jewish 
homes, education was a requirement that 
ranked in importance close to food and 
housing and not going to college was not an 
option. When he finally got up the courage 
to talk with his mother, due to the illegality 
of the undertaking, secrecy was critical. 
Because of this, he was unable to tell her 

of the purpose, which was to rescue fellow 
Jews from further torment and degradation. 
As in many Jewish households, when a 
decision had to be made on an issue, the 
question was often asked: “Is it good for 
the Jews?” Greenfield was able to tell her 
enough so that she could understand that the 
answer to this was “yes,” so she said that if 

he was going to do something for 
the Jewish people he did not have 
to go college.
        While the Nazi atrocities ceased 
at the end of World War II, the plight 
of a number of the few surviving 
European Jews did not go away; it 
merely changed its manifestation. 
In June of 1945, U.S. President 
Harry S. Truman designated 
Earl G. Harrison as his envoy to 
“inquire into the conditions and 
needs of those among the displaced 
persons in the liberated countries 
of Western Europe and in the 
SHAEF area of Germany — with 
particular reference to the Jewish 
refugees — who may possibly be 
stateless or non-repatriable.” In his 
report to Truman, Harrison stated 
that up until then, “they have been 
‘liberated’ more in a military sense 
than actually.” He continues stating 
that they “are living under guard 
behind barbed-wire fences, in 
camps of several descriptions (built 
by the Germans for slave-laborers 
and Jews).” He dramatically 

continues with the 
statement that, “as 
matters now stand, 
we appear to be 
treating the Jews as 
the Nazis treated 
them except 
that we do not 
e x t e r m i n a t e 
them. They are 
in concentration 
camps in large 
n u m b e r s 
under our 
m i l i t a r y 
g u a r d 
i n s t e a d 
of S.S. 
troops.” 
 T h e r e 
w e r e 

250,000 Jews 
in these DP Camps. The 

end of war in Europe did not end the anti-
Semitic persecution and massacre of Jews 
in those lands, and it is clear why most had 
no desire to return to their former domiciles. 
According to information on the World ORT 
Internet page, “97 percent of the Jewish 
DPs” wished to immigrate to Palestine.
 There was a problem with fulfilling 
this desire. The British, who governed the 
Palestinian Mandate, regulated immigration 
to Palestine, and the quota set by them was 

a mere 1,500 people per month. Realizing 
that the plight of their fellow co-religionist 
in the DP Camps, who had already suffered 
so much, would not be addressed in any 
reasonable time or fashion, there was 
an awareness within the world Jewish 
community that there must be a inward look 
for help — hence the post-war activities of 
the Aliyah Bet.
 The unofficial headquarters of the 
American part of this effort, which came 
to be known as Kibbutz 14, was located in 
New York’s Hotel Fourteen, a residential 
hotel owned by Fanny Ruby Barnett, and 
in the basement of which was the famous 
Copacabana nightclub, and was directed 
by the Mossad LeAliya Bet, an arm of the 
Haganah. This American operation set 
about to provide funds to acquire ships for 
the transportation of the DPs, structure the 
ownership of the ships and their registration 
in different countries, arrange and pay for 
the necessary repairs and modifications of 
the ships, recruit crews to man the ships 
(most of whom, including Greenfield were 
non-paid volunteers), and provide for the 
necessary provisions for the trips.
 Through these efforts, 10 ships were 
purchased. These were old, substandard, 
smaller vessels, whose size, condition, 
sea worthiness, and capacity were 
questionable, at best. A large percentage of 
the crews, some of whom were non-Jewish 
volunteers, had no naval experience, and 
it was necessary to employ some seasoned 
personnel to command the ships. In spite of 
these handicaps, during the post-Nazi era, 
it is reported in The Jews’ Secret Fleet that 
“More than 32,000 refugees — more than 
46 percent of the 69,563 so-called ‘illegal’ 
immigrants in 1945–48 — escaped from 
Europe on 10 ships bought in America and 
manned American volunteers.”
 Over 90 percent of the ships were 
intercepted by the British navy, and, while 
the crew and passengers resisted capture 
with whatever meager means that were 
available, the British were able to overcome 
and capture the vessels and the people on 
board. The majority of the people were sent 
to internment camps, primarily in Cyprus, 
where they once again were encamped 
behind barbed wire, and where most 
remained until the establishment of the State 
of Israel.
 Leon Uris’s 1958 novel, Exodus, and 
the subsequent 1960 movie by that name, are 
based on this episode. Until the publishing 
of The Jews Secret Fleet, there was scant 
information and names of individuals who 
actually were involved in the American 
effort, nor were there any details about the 
clandestine operation, including detailed 
recounting of the history of each of the ships 
and the plight of the voyages. 
 Greenfield, one of the 20 Jewish and 
two Gentile crewmembers of the Hatikvah, 
was part of this humane, heroic undertaking, 
serving as her second officer. Hatikvah, 
formerly known as the SS Trade Winds, 
weighed 1,090 tons with a speed of 10 knots 
and formerly served in the US Revenue 
Cutter Service as the T.V. McAlister. His is the 
story of someone who actually participated 
in the operation, and we are fortunate that 
Greenfield has preserved this history for us. 

Is it good for the Jews?

Murray Greenfield 
(photo: Bobby Haven, The Brunswick News)



Page 10 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN July-August 2016

 The radio comes on at 7:00 a.m. A 
really nice tune is playing and a new day 
begins. But I am caught up in memories 
and lie in bed a little longer than usual. 
Major events in my life start parading 
through my mind: the growing-up years 
in my hometown of Durham, North 
Carolina; the summers spent at Virginia 
Beach; my first marriage proposal 
when I was 18; graduating from school, 
going to college, and moving away 
from home to work.

 To quote the Torah, “Life is but 
a fleeting moment.” I am caught up 
thinking about just that—wondering 
how all these years could have gone 
by so swiftly, each one becoming more 
and more precious. I keep thinking 
how different things would have been 
for me if, when I was standing there at 
the fork in the road, I had turned right 
instead of left, or gone straight ahead, 
or not moved at all—just stopped and 
picked the daisies right there. So much 
I missed, perhaps.
 These are reflective thoughts, 
because I feel truly blessed with a 
wonderful life. However, I can’t help 
but wonder how it would have turned 
out if I had stepped in another direction. 
I am just sentimental at this momentous 
time of year? How exciting to know 

that, in a few months, we will celebrate 
Rosh Hashanah. A new year will be 
upon us, and new insights will lead the 
way.
 I decided how much better it is to 
look forward, rather than backward. I 
say my morning prayers, dash for the 
shower, and look forward to the future.

 The Davis Academy has earned Silver 
Status in the North Fulton EverGreen 
School Partnership, a program that 
promotes environmental stewardship in 
schools and recognizes them for their efforts 
in environmental education. 
 The designation acknowledges Davis 
Academy’s commitment to a curriculum 
focused around environmental issues, 
natural sciences, and a general appreciation 
of nature. At the Reform Jewish day school, 
learning takes place in science labs and 
classrooms, as well as outdoor settings, 
where children learn about the environment 
and growing processes. 
 The Davis Academy Nature Sanctuary, 
which opened in the spring of 2015 at the 
Lower School campus, was a factor in 
earning the EverGreen School status. More 
than an outdoor classroom and designed 
to be environmentally friendly, the Nature 
Sanctuary is home to a wide variety of native 
plants, including a section of flowering 
plants that attract and feed butterflies and 
hummingbirds. Many plants and trees that 
were on the previously unused land were 
preserved and incorporated into the design. 

 The Davis Nature Sanctuary also has 

a number of fun and educational features 
for students, including colorful human- 
and bird-sized bird houses; an observation 
platform; a slate path; a vine-covered 
tunnel; and an amphitheater, with raised 
stack stone seating, facing a small stage 
area, where individuals or groups can lead 
classes or perform. The Nature Sanctuary 
provides natural resources for science and 
math lessons, as well as a beautiful setting 
for artistic and spiritual inspiration.
  Hands-on learning makes environmental 
education an active experience at The Davis 
Academy. Raised bed gardens, for example, 
have provided Mechina: Kindergarten 
Prep program and kindergarten students 
the opportunity to learn about many types 
of seeds, learn how to plant and care for 
growing plants, and directly observe the 
growing process. Students have grown 
winter vegetables, such as lettuces and kale, 

and spring/summer crops, such as tomatoes, 
melons, and peppers. Next school year, 
seventh-grade life science classes will build  
four raised bed gardens behind the Middle 
School building, to take the students’ 
learning to a new level.
 In other environmental education 
efforts, third-grade classes have, for several 
years, participated in a national effort to 
monitor rainfall. Throughout the school 
year, the students record rainfall measured 
in a school rain gauge in the CoCoRaHS 
(Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & 
Snow Network) database, which is used 
by a wide variety of organizations and 
individuals, including The National Weather 
Service, hydrologists, emergency managers, 
and ranchers and farmers. And inside their 
classrooms, as the 2015-2016 school year 
ended, Davis Academy’s youngest students 
watched in their classrooms as caterpillars 

made cocoons and later emerged as 
butterflies, before releasing them on a warm 
May afternoon.
 Finally, environmental education is 
also a cornerstone of many out-of-school 
excursions, including, for example, trips 
to coastal Georgia, South Carolina, and the 
Fortson 4-H Center, in Hampton, Georgia, 
where students learn about the components 
of these specific environments and the 
challenges facing their local ecologies.

Fifth-graders learn about the ecology 
of coastal Georgia and get up close 
with a jellyfish on Tybee Island.

 “It’s very rewarding for our school 
to receive this recognition in the North 
Fulton EverGreen partnership program,” 
said Davis Academy’s Head of School 
Amy Shafron. “Educating our students 
to be good stewards of the environment 
and be knowledgeable about the natural 
world is not only an important part of our 
curriculum but embraces our school values, 
which encourage students to be responsible 
community and global citizens.” 

Davis Academy earns environmental recognition

Lower School students get a hands-on lesson in how plants grow, by tending 
to the raised bed garden.

Standing at the crossroads of life
BY Marice
     Katz
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• Personal Insurance 
• Business Insurance
• Employee Benefi ts
• Executive Benefi ts

Call Rick Swerdlin
CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President

678.336.7370
888.297.6317

1215 Hightower Trail
Building B • Suite 120

Atlanta, GA 30350

PointeNorthIns.com

THE RIGHT
COVERAGE

MAKES THE 
DIFFERENCE

has merged withhas merged withhas merged withhas merged with

Same people, same service, same address, 
just the name on the door is different

Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP

has merged withhas merged with
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In a rapidly changing world, The Davis Academy 
is committed to preparing students for the future. 
From age 4 through Eighth grade, our students  
grow through project-based learning,  
entrepreneurship and global  
experiences. When they discover  
the fun in learning, it inspires  
them to explore, share and learn  
more. The results are powerful.

But don’t take our word for it.  
Come see for yourself! 
To schedule a private tour,
call 678-527-3300 or visit us
at davisacademy.org/visit

8105 Roberts Drive, Atlanta, GA  30350
770-671-0085 | davisacademy.org

 Be Amazed.
From Hello.

A proud  
partner of:  

JewishAtlanta.org

...a powerful demonstration of 
how much more our community 
can do when we do it 

Senior Day at the MJCCA 
Getting together with friends, being physically and 
mentally active, helps seniors thrive.

With these factors in mind, Federation impact planners met with local 
senior service agencies to generate new ideas for older adult wellness. 
Together they came up with a plan to bring Jewish seniors from all over 
Atlanta to the Marcus Jewish Community Center (MJCCA) for a day of 
engaging activities and good old-fashioned socializing. It was a simple 
idea, yet never before done in Atlanta.

The result was Senior Day, a unique collaboration between Federation, 
Jewish Family & Career Services, the MJCCA and two Naturally Occurring 
Retirement Communities (NORCs). Made possible with a grant from 
Federation’s Response Fund, Senior Day was a powerful demonstration of 
how much more our community can do for seniors when we do it together. 
It was a day of activities that only the MJCCA could provide, ranging from 
water aerobics and cupcake baking to ballet barre, yoga, and meditation 
classes.

Loretta Bernstein, a member of the Toco Hills NORC, loved it. “Senior Day 
brought me together with di�erent people that I hadn’t seen in a long time, 
for new activities in a familiar environment. I wish for more Senior Days!”

We hear you, Loretta, and you’ll get them! We know that great things can 
happen when a community comes together to meet important needs. 
Federation is proud to have been part of the process.

I hung up the 
picture I made 
in art class 
above my bed. 
Every time I 
look at it I have 
a big smile and 
giggle!

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta provides 
opportunities, care, connection, support and 
strength for the Greater Atlanta Jewish 
Community, for Israel, and for Jews globally. Our 
vision is a thriving, inclusive Atlanta community, 
with healthy organizations that engage every 
generation to secure our Jewish future. We value 
compassion, diversity, generosity, and commitment 
to Jewish values and to our people worldwide.

Senior Day...one way Federation is strengthening our community.

together

- Sara T. Spotts
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TOUR Camp
BARNEY
AND EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF CAMP!

campbarney.org

FALL OPEN HOUSES 
August 21 and September 11
1:00–4:00 pm
4165 Highway 129 N., Cleveland, Georgia 30528

swimming and the Hurricane water slides. RSVP not required. 
Questions? Contact summer@campbarney.org or 678.812.3844

Summer
2017

Registration
starts in
October!

Pre-K
to 2nd

Grade

REGISTER TODAY!
atlantajcc.org/campsunday

Fee: Member $625 / Community $695

Learn Jewish Traditions in
a Non-Traditional Setting!

Sept. 11 – May 7
Sundays, 9:45 am – 12:00 pm
Art • Nature • Dance • Cooking • Stories • Music

Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta | 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 | 678.812.4000 |      /MJCCA | atlantajcc.org 

…with an MJCCA 
Membership

335 COLEWOOD WAY NW | SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956 | EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG

●  our 1:6 average teacher/student ratio. 

●  confident, engaged learners.

●  small groups of children working 
together and learning in new ways. 

●  smiles on our students’ faces. 

●  care in our teachers’ guidance.

●  the acquisition of lifelong skills in 
everything we do.

DEVELOPING
OUR STUDENTS’

PASSIONS

CENTERED
AROUND

OUR
STUDENTS

POWERED
BY OUR

COMMUNITY

FOCUSED
ON OUR
FUTURE

DRIVEN
BY OUR
VALUES

BUILDING
ON

OUR PAST

When 
you visit, 
you will 
see…

CENTERED
AROUND

OUR
STUDENTS

5028 epst brand ad JG_f.indd   1 7/14/16   1:41 PM
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Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account 
you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes  burden 
from family, and fixes most funeral costs 
 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999  
www.JewishFuneralCare.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 

David Boring  ■  Michael Braswell  
Licensed Funeral Directors 

   

Learn more and register online at  
www.limmudse.org

Take the Next Step on your  
Jewish Journey at LimmudFest

Presenters and performers include: Judith Beiner | Joe Buchanan 
Efraim Chalamish | Janie Grackin | Ellen Jaffe-Gill | Daniel Libenson 

Amanda Marks | Eric Robbins | Lex Rofes | Sammy Rosenbaum 
Joel Silverman | Rami Shapiro | Elsie Stern | Jonathan Tescher | and many more!

Craft your own Jewish experience with the Southeast’s  
most welcoming and diverse Jewish community.  

Choose from more than 100 sessions • Celebrate Shabbat  
Kosher meals included • For Kids: Camp Ramah@Limmud

Labor Day Weekend  | Sept. 2-5 
at Camp Ramah Darom

Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.com

Fine jewelry, watches and art...

Shinola Watches: Crafted with pride in Detroit. 
Now proudly sold in Atlanta.

Watch for a special, expanded collection
at our exclusive Midtown Shinola Store-in-a-Store. 

Coming August 27.

There’s a funny thing 
that happens when 
you build factories 

in this country. 
It’s called Jobs.
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By Bob Abrams

 My wife, Peggy, and I recently returned 
from a wonderful Viking River Cruises 
vacation trip. In addition to being a beautiful, 
relaxing experience, because of the growth 
of my interest in Jewish history since joining 
Congregation Ner Tamid, in Marietta, the 
Jewish historical sights along the way 
made the trip even more meaningful. When 
planning the trip with our travel agent, 
Marci Zied, a fellow congregant, she made 
sure to recommend that we visit the old 
Jewish ghetto in Budapest and, in particular, 
the Dohány complex. 
 Situated in Budapest, Hungary, on the 
Pesh side, is Dohány Synagogue (Great 

Synagogue), the second largest synagogue 
in the world, after Temple Emanuel, in New 
York. This complex comprises the Heroes’ 
Temple, Synagogue, Jewish Cemetery 
in the Raoul Wallenberg Memorial Park, 
Holocaust Memorial, and the Jewish 
Museum. 
 As you approach the synagogue, you 
can see the Moorish style, as two onion 
towers appear. Designed by Christian 
architect Ludwig Forster, in 1851, it was 
completed five years later. The synagogue’s 
stained glass is patterned after that used in 
Christian houses of worship. As you enter 
the enormous building, you take note of an 
ornate pattern and evidence of Gothic and 
Byzantine influence. The three aisles are 
wide as you enter, and the two balconies 

Visiting Budapest’s Dohány Synagogue is a memorable experience

Front entrance to Dohány Synagogue Holocaust Memorial Torah Museum, Dohány Synagogue Steel Holocaust Memorial

seat up to three thousand people. The men 
worship on the main floor, and the women 
use the balconies. The bema is located at 
the front, but I also found two additional 
structures at the balcony level, one on the 
left and the other on the right, that are also 
used by the rabbi to lead the service. I had 
never seen this before in a synagogue, 
but had in churches. At the front of the 
synagogue, there is the Ark, which contains 
25 scrolls taken from synagogues destroyed 
during WWII. The pipe organ was replaced 
by a huge mechanical one in 1996.
 Hero’s Temple, which holds 250 
worshipers, was added in 1931 and also 
serves as a Holocaust Memorial.
 The museum, located on the birthplace 
of Theodore Herzl, has on display hundreds 

of Jewish relics with strong religious and 
historical connotations.
 In the graveyard, there are graves for 
about 2,000 people who perished in the 
Jewish ghetto from starvation and the cold.
 At the rear of the complex is the Raoul 
Wallenberg Holocaust Memorial Park. There 
is a huge memorial, shaped like a weeping 
willow tree; on the branches are listed the 
names of hundreds of thousands of Jews 
who perished during WWII. This memorial 
was donated by the Emanuel Foundation, in 
1987, by Tony Curtis (Bernard Schwartz), 
in honor of his father, Emanuel Schwartz. 
Also memorialized are Raoul Wallenberg 
and 200 others who aided the Jews during 
their plight.
 Never forget.

 It took academic success, hard work, 
a determined career path—and a family’s 
willingness to live with anxiety—for Rebecca 
Kahn to have the adventure of a lifetime.
 She recently returned from a year of 
working in public health, in West Africa’s 
Sierra Leone. When Rebecca arrived there, 
in April 2015, the Ebola epidemic was near 
the end of its height. By November 2015, 
the country was Ebola-free for the first time 
since the outbreak.
 Rebecca is the daughter of Bobby and 
Susan Kahn, and she is my granddaughter. 
(I confess to being the nervous grandmother 
during her African adventure.) Here is the 
prelude to what turned out to be her inspiring 
experience.
 In 2013, Rebecca graduated from Duke 
University in public policy and was certified 
in global health. Having interned between 
her junior and senior years at the U.S. State 
Department, she got a job there, working for 
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR). After a short time at State, 
her boss asked Rebecca to go with her to 
Sierra Leone, to work for Partners In Health.
 She moved, in the spring of 2015, to 

help with the transition from emergency 
Ebola care to long-term health system 
strengthening. PIH is a Boston-based non-
profit organization in 10 countries around the 
world. 
 The flight to Sierra Leone takes about 
38 hours, due to connections. Rebecca found 
her duties took her over rough, unpaved 
roads to Kono, 
a district in the 
eastern part of 
the country, 
where diamond 
mining is the big 
industry. Her title 
was monitoring, 
e v a l u a t i o n 
and quality 
i m p r o v e m e n t 
officer.
      She managed 
a team of 11 staff 
members to help 
programs use 
data to inform 
decision making 
and improve 
their work. The 
main programs 
were at the government hospital, primary 
healthcare clinic, and in the community for 
HIV and TB patients. They also worked 
to provide comprehensive care for Ebola 
survivors, in partnership with the Sierra 
Leone government. In addition, the team 
used the information they collected to help 

advocate for more funding. 
 Due to the Ebola epidemic, when 
Rebecca first arrived, people could not 
shake hands or touch one another. Lots of 
health care workers had died of Ebola, and 
preventive care for other health problems was 
close to nonexistent. There were no public 
gatherings. People had to wash their hands 

in chlorinated 
water before 
entering a 
building. Many 
slept under 
mosquito nets to 
prevent malaria, 
and everyone 
took their 
t e m p e r a t u r e 
every day to 
screen for Ebola. 
Rebecca took 
malaria pills 
each day for the 
entire year.  
       PIH’s mission 
is to provide 
p r e f e r e n t i a l 
h e a l t h c a r e 
options for 

the poor. Sierra Leone, a country of seven 
million, has the highest maternity mortality 
rate in the world and a high mortality rate for 
children under five years of age.
 Sierra Leone has one of the lowest life 
expectancies in the world. Rebecca said one 
of her workers, celebrating his 25th birthday, 

guessed he should marry and have kids, 
because his life was half over. 
 Living conditions meant that Rebecca 
learned to live with half days of electricity. 
Although the temperature was always close 
to 90 degrees, sometimes there was no air 
conditioning. Bottled water was the norm, 
for no one could drink the local water. She 
learned to take quick showers, for they were 
cold, and how to fight carsickness over 
bumpy roads. She also learned to reasonably 
communicate in Krio, the native language.
 Before leaving Kono, Rebecca visited 
the hospital, where she saw about 40 kids 
with malaria, two sets of malnourished twins, 
three with measles, and a seven-year-old 
with typhoid treated too late. 
 “Where you live should not determine 
whether you live or whether you die,” to 
quote Bono. 
 Rebecca has added a beautiful quote of 
her own. “I will never fully understand why 
some injustices exist, but I’m fortunate to 
have had the privilege of working to address 
them.”
 As the restrictions of the Ebola epidemic 
subsided, life in Sierra Leone did become 
more fun. 
 There were soccer games and parties 
with music and dancing. The friends 
Rebecca made gave her a birthday party and 
an appreciation going-away party, complete 
with an original goodbye song. 
 She’s home! She’s healthy! And this 
August, she will be starting a master’s 
program, at Harvard University, in 
epidemiology, with a focus on infectious 
diseases—because she says she has “seen a 
vast amount of need.”

Rebecca Kahn home from Sierra Leone
BY Carolyn
     Gold

Rebecca Kahn in Sierra Leone (photo: 
Rebecca E. Rollins/Partners In Health)
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 The significance of a name and 
remembering are at the heart of the Stones 
of Remembrance Project, in Ms. Rebecca 
Francis’ fifth-grade social studies class, 
at DeKalb PATH Academy. The project 
teaches students about the Holocaust, while 
honoring the children who died in it—
because education is an important way to 
prevent this from ever happening again.
 At the conclusion of the project, 
students participated in an essay contest, 
and they turned stones into works of 
art that included the name of an actual 
child who was killed in the Holocaust. 
Although each child died as a number, he 
or she is now remembered by name. The 
project incorporates a stone, because it is 
a traditional symbol of the lasting presence 
of life and memory. Each stone was placed 
in the Memorial to the Six Million (built 
by Eternal-Life Hemshech), at Greenwood 
Cemetery, on May 1, at the 51st Annual 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration, a Tribute 
to the Children: Those who survived, Those 
who died, and Those who will never be.. 

Holocaust Survivor, Robert Ratonyi 
(Hungary) speaking at the 2016 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration at 
Greenwood Cemetery

Stones of Remembrance

 Here are the four top essays from the 
Stones of Remembrance Project Essay 
Contest. 

Stones of Remembrance
By Hermela Teferi
First-Place Winner

 When I learned about the Holocaust, I 
felt really sad because many of the people 

in the Holocaust were children. When 
the Nazis wanted to put the people (like 
Jews and people who didn’t like Hitler) 
in concentration camps, they had to die 
because they were different. The names 
that they were called were numbers. Would 
you like it if you were called a number? 
Couldn’t they at least have called the people 
by their first names?
 Well, in my class we made stones to 
remember their names. I got a girl. Well, all 
the girls in my class got a girl. Her name was 
Adela. I had little to no information about 
her. I only got her name and where she died. 
She died in Poland. My friend Charly had 
a lot of information about the boy he was 
given. The boy was not even one year old 
yet. Kids should have a life long enough to 
have their dreams come true. You should be 
happy that you are alive.
 I am absolutely excited to be alive 
today. I can do whatever I want to do to 
meet new people, have fun, and sleep. 
Today, I want to talk to my friends, eat 
delicious food, and say “hi” to my parents. 
The children in the Holocaust didn’t get to 
do that.
 The aftermath of the Holocaust was 
very sad. In 1945, Anglo-Americans and 
Soviet troops entered the concentration 
camps. They discovered piles of corpses, 
bones, and human ashes, testimony to Nazi 
mass murder. Soldiers also found thousands 
of Jewish and non-Jewish survivors 
suffering from starvation and diseases. For 
survivors, the prospect of rebuilding their 
lives was daunting. This is why you are 
lucky if you weren’t in the Holocaust.
 I think the Holocaust was devastating. I 
believe that even though many more soldiers 
and civilians died during the Second World 
War than Jews in the Holocaust, the reason 
why the Holocaust is the most disgusting 
in human history is because of the sheer 
inhumanity.
 Another reason why it was devastating 
is because the fact was that after most 
of the world had abolished slavery for 
nearly a century, the Jewish people were 
dehumanized to a level that was disgusting. 
It was a crime to kiss or associate with the 
Jewish people. There was forced labor in 
the ghettos and later in the concentration 
camps. Hard labor was the only reason to 
keep Jews alive, not because they were 
people.
 My third and final reason for why 
the Holocaust was devastating is, when it 
was clear that the war was lost, the Nazis 
attempted to destroy all evidence of their 
crime against humanity, denying survivors 
of any reminder of their loved ones. We 
can only estimate how many died, and 
never know for sure, because so much of 
the physical evidence that the victims ever 
existed was destroyed. 
 I never liked the Holocaust because 
a German dictator, Hitler, wanted to kill 
lots of Jews. That is really selfish of Hitler, 
because he just wanted to kill them because 
he wanted to. I’m glad I made a stone of 
remembrance. I hope you understand why 

my class made stones for the kids who 
didn’t survive the Holocaust. 

-----

Stones of Remembrance 
By Neylan Kabir 

Second-Place Winner

 The Stones of Remembrance project 
is about the Holocaust, children who died 
during the Holocaust, and the significance 
of names. We learned how Jews and normal 
Germans lived during the Holocaust. We 
also learned the Nazis and Adolf Hitler 
started all of this. Even though the Holocaust 
was sad, it was fun learning about this. The 
Holocaust is very important to learn.
 What I learned when painting the stones 
was sad. Kids that died in the Holocaust 
didn’t get a gravestone to remember them. 
We painted stones with their names on them 
to remember the kids. Some kids who died 
were as young as a year old! Teenagers 
died. How sad! Their parents did not get to 
see them. Kids and parents were separated 
during that time. A lot of kids died at 
concentration camps such as Auschwitz. 
 The significance of names is very 
important. A name represents who you 
are. A name also represents your future. 
A number, like people in concentration 
camps had tattooed on their arms, does not 
represent who you are. Also, a number does 
not represent much of your future. 
 Concentration camp commanders 
were mean to Jews and kids, too! Adolf 
Hitler was the worst of all. He even sent 
people who he thought did not like him to 
concentration camps. That is not even fair! 
If someone thinks another person doesn’t 
like them, they can’t just send them to a 
concentration camp.
 People who were in a concentration 
camp never knew when they would die 
or if they would live. Once the camp 
commanders called the Jews to take a 

shower and everyone was in the chamber, 
a Nazi guard would throw poisoned gas in 
the shower. It was a trap! They got in a gas 
chamber. Everyone in the chamber died. 
Then, they put their bodies in an oven. That 
is very bad! 
 This project meant so much to me. It 
was interesting to learn about the Holocaust, 
but it was very sad. A lot of Jews and people 
that didn’t like Adolf Hitler, people that 
the Nazis said were “not perfect,” died. 
The people that fall in this category are 
people that don’t look the same as normal 
Germans: Jews, people with disabilities, 
and people that had different skin colors 
and different eye colors. 
 Who was Adolf Hitler? Hitler was a 
dictator of Germany. He was very harsh on 
many people, but mostly Jews. He made 
Germany a fascist country. There was no 
freedom for German civilians. Everything 
was owned by the German government. 
 Why did Adolf Hitler kill Jews and 
other people he considered “not perfect”? 
Hitler killed Jews and “not perfect” people 
because he wanted Germany to be perfect. 
Those “not perfect” people would block the 
country from being perfect. At least that’s 
what Hitler thought. Someone should have 
told him that nothing is perfect. Not even 
him!
 If I was a kid in the Holocaust I would 
be sad. My Jewish friends would be gone in 
concentration camps, and I would be missing 
them. I would be sad because I won’t know 
if they are alive or not. Also, it’s sad that 
people who work in the concentration camp 
just kill people that Adolf Hitler tells them 
to kill. That is not right!
 What is the Holocaust, you say? The 
Holocaust was a time when there was a 
killing of people like Jews, “not perfect” 
people, and many more. A movie and a 
book were based on it, called The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas. Adolf Hitler kills them 
because he wants his country to be perfect. 

Stones of Remembrance Project student essays

2016 Yom HaShoah Commemoration at Greenwood Cemetery
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Adolf Hitler just doesn’t like Jews. The 
Holocaust was a sad and horrible tragedy. 

-----

Holocaust survivors gather with the 
community at the Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration at Greenwood 
Cemetery

The Holocaust
By Aliman Coulibaly
Third-Place Winner

 This project really got me. Every time I 
hear about the “Holocaust” or “concentration 
camps,” it just makes me want to cry. Some 
of the people in the concentration camps 
were kids. These kids were getting killed for 
their religion. Some were disabled, and they 
didn’t even do anything wrong. It’s just not 
fair! Sometimes when I hear this, inside my 
head, I’m just like, “What, I can’t believe 
this. What if people did not respect Muslims 
or me? What if these mean Nazis do the 
same thing to Muslims?” That is what I was 
thinking in my head.
 The Stones of Remembrance, an 
activity I did with my class, is painting 
stones to remember the kids who suffered 
during the Holocaust. It’s really important 
to me and my classmates. I just hope some 
of the kids who suffered in concentration 
camps are okay today and living an equal 
and peaceful life. I really hope everybody 
takes this activity really seriously, because 
if I were the teacher, I would say, “No time 
for fun right now.”
 Once I saw the ages of kids who died 
in concentration camps, I was like, “I can’t 
believe this,” inside my head. There was one 
little boy who was only one year old when he 
died while in a concentration camp. While I 
was painting my stone for a kid who died, I 
saw that she had some siblings. Her name 
was Hene Himmelhoch. She was 10 years 
old; she lived in Talsen, Latvia. There were 
a lot of Himmelhochs. For example, there 
was this girl named Frida Himmelhoch. 
Sometimes, I felt like I was going to cry, 
because some people were very cruel to kill 
a one-year-old child. 
 These people must have suffered a lot. 
I mean they lived in concentration camps 
and ghettos. The Holocaust is also known as 
the Shoah. The Nazis started persecuting the 
Jews in 1933, and World War II didn’t end 
until 1945. This was about 12 years! The 
Nazis killed about six million Jews.
 I am really happy my class and I did 
this project, and that we learned about the 
Holocaust. If we never learned about the 
Holocaust, how would we remember the 
children who died? How are we supposed 

to know what the Holocaust is? How are 
we supposed to know what Adolf Hitler 
did to Jews and disabled people? How are 
we supposed to know who Adolf Hitler is? 
This is why I am happy that my class and I 
learned about the Holocaust and, that we did 
the Stones of Remembrance project.
  Do you ever wonder why Adolf Hitler 
killed so many Jews and disabled people? 
Well, I am going to tell you why. Hitler 
thought that disabled people were not strong 
or good for Germany. Hitler didn’t like Jews 
either, because Germany had been suffering 
from the Great Depression, like the United 
States. Hitler demanded the Jews close 
their businesses. Hitler also thought that 
disabled people and Jews were not good for 
Germany, so the Nazis either killed them 
or sent them to concentration camps. Adolf 
Hitler was a cruel man. Please, people, take 
this Holocaust stuff seriously. 

-----

Stones of Remembrance

The Holocaust
By Sherlyn Sanchez-Gaspar

Fourth-Place Winner

 What is the Holocaust? It’s the mass 
murder during World War II of European 
Jews and other people whom Adolf Hitler 
called “undesirable.” There were a lot of 
murders during the Holocaust. Even little 
kids had to die. These people were tortured. 
 People got killed if they were ill or even 
disabled and couldn’t work. Adolf Hitler 
did this for a reason, but not a very good 
one. He did this because he wanted his land 
to be perfect with perfect people. He had 
promised his people that they would one 
day be perfect. Well, that didn’t turn out as 
he thought it would.
 The Allied powers were winning, and 
he had nothing to do about it, so it was off 
with his head (time to kill himself). He was 
gone, and we won the war. Now, there is this 
other story, called The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas, which was about this boy who 
was German and was a friend of a Jewish 
kid. They both went into the concentration 
camps and died from poison. After that, the 
dad, who was a German soldier, knew that 
his son died from poison and was so sad to 
see him die. 
 Now we are friends with the Axis powers 
and are happy with it. Today, we are going 
to be learning more about the Holocaust, by 
making Stones of Remembrance. Keep on 
reading to find out what this is about.

STONES OF REMEMBRANCE

 I bet you were asking what are the Stones 

of Remembrance. We are creating these for 
the people who died in the Holocaust. These 
stones remind us about the kids and adults 
who have died in the Holocaust. (Not all of 
them died.) We are creating these stones to 
remember just some of the six million Jews. 
 The victims had numbers for their 
names. It was sad, because most people 
wouldn’t recognize them without a name. It 
is like trying to memorize a whole bunch of 
digits of pi. They would have to remember a 
lot of digits. When someone said someone’s 
name, they would die. 
  I have a stone of this girl who died in 
the Holocaust, and her name will remind her 
relatives today that she was in it. Her name 
was Hela Arbiser. She lived in Warsaw, 
Poland. Since she was a girl and was given 
to me, I painted her rock light blue, green, 
red, purple, and pink. Since she was alive 
and a girl, maybe she would have liked 
really bright colors. I think she would like 
bright colors, because the concentration 
camps must have been dark to her, because 
sadness is darkness. She might have not 
liked the colors of darkness, because those 

colors would have reminded her of the 
concentration camps. I think light colors 
would remind her of the good things that 
happened in her life before the Holocaust.
 I think Hela would be happy seeing a 
stone of bright colors. Here’s something 
I’m still thinking about. I wonder if there 
are any family members of Hela today that 
still think of her and how she felt during 
the Holocaust. I feel sad for her that she 
was killed, but at least she remains in her 
family’s heart.

MEMORIES

 There were a lot of people killed during 
the Holocaust, but today their families think 
of them still and are in their hearts and 
memories. Maybe one of your friends had 
a family member who was in the Holocaust. 
Maybe they survived, or maybe they 
died. They are still part of the family. The 
Holocaust was sad. I’m glad we don’t have 
that problem today. Every time you pass a 
grave, think about your relatives in the past. 

 I must admit it—I am a dinosaur! My 
camera still has film in it, this article was 
written on my trusty IBM Selectric III 
typewriter, I don’t comprendez ‘puters, 
and have no idea what to do with the cell 
phone that my children gave me to 
use whenever I drive. (They say that, 
in case of the “God forbids,” I can 
dial 911).

 I enjoy using the treadmill in our 
exercise room here at the Renaissance, 
and the boredom is alleviated by my little 
boombox that I plug in, as I’m hopefully 
burning a few calories each time. I have 
a bunch of cassettes (yes, I still use those 
that I’ve accumulated over the years) and 
listen to golden oldies to kill time. 
 Yesterday, I heard the nasal tones 
of Willie Nelson singing “Blue Skies.” 
Wow, that took me back to my childhood 
in China, where my father had bought 
a gramophone, and “Blue Skies” was 

among the tunes on those big old 78 
record platters. That company making 
those old phonographs, as we call them 
now, was RCA Victor, with the logo of 
a dog, listening to “His Master’s Voice.” 
It did not run on electricity; we had to 
wind it up every few minutes. But it was 
pure magic for this six-year-old. There 
was even more magic a year or two later, 
when my father brought home a box, 
plugged a wire into probably the only 
outlet in the entire house, and—voila! — 
a man’s voice came out, saying something 

about the day’s 
news. Papa was 
ecstatic, I’m sure, 
but the magic 
was all mine.
 I do have some 
CDs and play all 
those wonderful 
tunes we call 
golden oldies, 
and I listen to 

them on another player in my apartment. 
Of course, they are outdated, too, what 
with smartphones, iPads, and all the other 
whatchamacallits on the market now, that 
every teenager uses to tweet, twiddle, or 
take pictures, be on Facebook or whatever 
else the young folks do to, with, and for, 
these days.
 I told you I was a dinosaur. Believe 
me, I can’t even name some of the modern 
marvels around me. Perhaps in my next 
life; but, by that time, all the above stuff 
will be obsolete. And then what? I’m too 
old and tired to even think about it. In 
fact, a little nap would feel just right now. 
 In the meantime, God Bless America.

This is reprinted from the July-August 
2012 issue of The Jewish Georgian.

Notes from an old dinosaur
BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine
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Dear Uncle,
 Thank you for opening your house to 
my parents when they were seeking shelter 
and opportunity from the persecution of 
the czar. Through wars, bigotry, conflict, 
and economic hard times, you remained 
steadfast in your ideals of freedom and 
equality. There were times when some of 
your children tried to subvert your purpose, 
but you never wavered.
 Sometimes, I forget how lucky I am 
to be part of your family, but this is always 
short-lived. The news from around the 
world is a constant reminder of the good 
fortune we have to be citizens of this 
wonderful country. You have afforded my 
family the chance to get an education, earn 
a good living, travel with impunity, worship 
in freedom, participate in governing, and 
speak openly and freely. But you also 
have made it clear that results from these 
opportunities depend on our willingness to 
maximize these benefits by our own work 
and efforts.
 There are those from within and 
from the outside who object to what this 
great country has produced. We are not 
without our problems and shortcomings; 
however, these generally are a result of 
actions of individuals. You have provided 
the environment and tools for a respect for 
human rights, and you have bravely and 
courageously spoken out for justice and 
freedom. You have suffered from the slings 
and arrows of others who react in jealousy 
for what you represent, but who take every 
opportunity to come to your shores.
 On the world stage, you are still a 

 A birthday is very special. It is a time 
when we stop to remember a particular 
birth and celebrate what that occurrence has 
added to our lives. While the birth itself is a 
thing of marvel, the character and being of 
what develops from that birth can be equally 
majestic.
 July is the birth month of Feter Shmuel, 
and I cannot let it pass this year without 
acknowledging it. You see, he adopted my 
parents, and, because of this, I am now 
a natural family member. In my parents’ 
home, he was held in awe and recognized 
with thanksgiving. As with many others, he 
gave them his protection, and he afforded 
them an opportunity to live in honor and 
raise their families without the fear of 
persecution, degradation, or deprivation.
 When my parents died, I saved their 
adoption papers, which meant so much to 
them and now to me. I have shown these 
to my children, and I know that they will 
revere them as I have. This year, as in the 
past, I will proudly display Feter Shmuel’s 
colors when I place the United States flag 
outside of my house on July 4, Uncle Sam’s 
240th birthday. The following is my birthday 
greeting.

BY Marvin
      Botnick

A letter to my uncle

youngster. Even so, you have matured 
quickly and have sought to share your 
bounties with those not as fortunate. There 
were times when your rule of law was sorely 
tried, but you persevered. May you continue 
to do so.
 I know these are trying times for you, 
but I know that the majority of your citizens 
appreciate and applaud your courage. It 
is easy to seek approval and worry later 
about what is right. You have tried not to 
do this, and we are all the better off for it. 
It is important that this concept always be 
brightly emblazoned when we consider 
alternatives, and we must make sure that we 

support you in these actions.
 And so, as we celebrate your birthday, 
may you continue to pursue justice for all. 
May the concept of hatred, avarice, and a 
desire for unfair advantages never supplant 
the rule of law and your humane character.
 From my parents, Happy Birthday, 
Feter Shmuel. From me, Happy Birthday, 
Uncle Sam. I am proud to be a member of 
your family, and I will try to uphold the 
concepts that have made you unique and so 
wonderful.

This article was first published in the July-
August 2002 issue of The Jewish Georgian.

 Michael R. Bloomberg, three-term 
mayor of New York City, philanthropist, 
and entrepreneur, was featured in a 
conversation with Stuart Eizenstat, 
former ambassador and key statesman in 
the administrations of Jimmy Carter and 
Bill Clinton, at the 2016 Fran Eizenstat 
and Eizenstat Family Annual Lecture, at 
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, in Atlanta, on 
July 19. 
 The Eizenstat Lecture is an annual, 
free public event, featuring well-known 
speakers addressing current and thought-
provoking issues. Past speakers include 
national and international political, legal, 
and economic leaders such as 2015 
speaker Vice President Joe Biden, Hillary 
Clinton, Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, Henry 
Kissinger, Madeleine Albright, Shimon 
Perez, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen 
Breyer, Joseph Lieberman, Al Gore, Alan 
Dershowitz, Paul Dundes Wolfowitz, and 
Herman Wouk.
 Established in 1987 by former 
Ambassador to the European Union Stuart 
Eizenstat, to honor the memories of his 
family members, the Eizenstat Lecture 

features distinguished world figures 
speaking on national and international 
topics. Mr. Eizenstat served in key 
positions in President Jimmy Carter’s 
administration, including chief domestic 
policy adviser and executive director 
of the White House domestic policy 
staff, and in President Bill Clinton’s 
administration, including deputy treasury 
secretary, under secretary of State for 
Economic, Business, and Agricultural 
Affairs, and undersecretary of Commerce 
for International Trade. Mr. Eizenstat 
currently heads the international practice 
of the law firm Covington & Burling, in 
Washington, D.C.
 Bloomberg was raised in a middle 
class family in Medford, Massachusetts. 
He received a BS from Johns Hopkins 
University and an MBA from Harvard. He 
began his financial career with Salomon 
Brothers, where he oversaw equity trading 
and sales and, later, information systems. 
In 1981, he founded Bloomberg LP, using 
information technology to bring efficiency 
and transparency to the trading of financial 
securities. Bloomberg LP now employs 

more than 1,900 people globally in 73 
countries. 
 In 2001, Bloomberg became the 
108th mayor of the City of New York, 
an office he held until 2013. During his 
three-term tenure, he improved the city’s 

Michael R. Bloomberg and Stuart Eizenstat in conversation

public school system; stimulated public 
and private sector economic growth and 
job creation; implemented public health 
strategies that included banning smoking 

Michael R. Bloomberg Stuart Eizenstat

See CONVERSATION,  page 19
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YOM HASHOAH SERVICE. A select group 
of 20 teen leaders from the Jewish Student 
Union, led by Executive Director Rabbi 
Chaim Neiditch, volunteered at the Yom 
HaShoah Holocaust Memorial Service. One 
of the largest annual events in the Atlanta 
Jewish community, the event is sponsored 
by Eternal-Life Hemshech, The William 
Bremen Jewish Heritage and Holocaust 
Museum, The Lillian and A.J. Weinberg 
Center for Holocaust Education, and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta.
 JSU teen leaders lit yartzeit candles 
with Holocaust survivors and then placed 
the candles inside the memorial monument. 
Teens also handed out programs, arranged 
the VIP seating, assisted with parking, and 
escorted the Holocaust survivors across 

the outdoor terrain to find seating. This 
year, Rabbi Neiditch’s children, Yaakov 
and Miriam, who are great-grandchildren 
of survivors, also joined in to place flowers 
inside the monument as part of the ceremony.
 Many of the teens had never before 
met Holocaust survivors. The opportunity 
to meet survivors face-to-face and to hear 
their stories first hand was meaningful and 
moving.
 The JSU teens received overwhelmingly 
positive feedback about their respectful 
and helpful participation. As a token of 
appreciation, all of the teen volunteers were 
given free passes for their families to The 
William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum.

GUEST SPEAKER. For the sixth time, 
JSU Executive Director Rabbi Chaim 

Neiditch was selected to be the guest 
speaker at a Public High School Graduation 
Baccalaureate. This year, he was the guest 
speaker at the Centennial High School 
Graduation Baccalaureate Ceremony.
 This represented another major step 
forward in recognizing the major role JSU 
has in the public schools.
 The rabbi is a regular feature in the halls 
of public high schools across greater Atlanta. 
He is a hero to the thousands of teens who 
turn to him as their sole connection to 
Judaism, community, and inspiration. There 
are over 3,300 Atlanta high school students 
for whom JSU is a consistent community and 

 JSU News

Rabbi Neiditch addressing the graduating seniors, parents, and faculty at 
Centennial High School

a source of ongoing positivity and learning.
 Addressing the graduating classes, 
parents, and faculty members, Rabbi 
Neiditch touched on the importance of 
creating a personal relationship with G-d, 
viewing our failures as a path to success, 
and the importance of family. Parents in 
the audience were delighted to see the 
prominence given to the Jewish Student 
Union and to hear from the rabbi who meant 
so much to their children. However, no one 
was quite as exuberant as the teens, who 
had received Jewish pride and a deep sense 
of belonging alongside their high school 
diplomas.

Rabbi Chaim and Chava Neiditch and JSU teen leaders inside the Holocaust 
monument at the citywide Yom HaShoah Memorial

Conversation
From page 18

in indoor workspaces and at parks and 
beaches; cut the city’s carbon footprint 
by 19 percent, making New York City’s 
air cleaner than it has been in more than 
50 years; built bi-partisan coalitions to 
fight illegal guns, reform immigration, 
and invest in infrastructure; and expanded 

public and private support of the arts. 
 Since leaving public office, 
Bloomberg has devoted himself to 
philanthropic endeavors, supporting 
projects of great importance to him, 
including public health, arts and 
culture, the environment, education, 
and government innovation. He also 
currently serves as the UN secretary-
general’s special envoy for Cities and 
Climate Change. 

Yaakov 
and Miriam 
Neiditch, great-
grandchildren 
of survivors, 
volunteer by 
placing flowers 
inside the 
monument during 
the service.

JSU leader 
Marissa Klee 

lights a yartzeit 
candle with 
a Holocaust 

survivor.



Page 20 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN July-August 2016

 Seventy-two years ago, on June 6, 
1944, a courageous group of young soldiers 
initiated the landing at Normandy Beach, in 
France, which was, in essence, the complete 
turn-around in the history of World War II.
 I was 23 years old, a young woman, 
and, on that morning, I was riding on one 
of the crowded Hungarian streetcars, trying 
to get to my destination. Because these 
streetcars were always heavily crowded, I 
was standing, holding on to the overhead 
handle. Next to me, there was a young man 
opening the daily newspaper, which had, in 
large print, the following headline: “Allied 

 The French Consul General to the 
Southeast addressed a handful of U.S. 
veterans, saying, “You are our heroes. By 
fulfilling your duty to your country, you 
helped ensure liberty and democracy for 
the French people, and we will never forget 
that.”
  With these words, Consul General 
Denis Barbet awarded Fred O. Scheer the 
French Legion of Honor Medal, for his 
service in World War II. The ceremony was 
held May 31, at the French Residence, on 
West Paces Ferry Road.
 The Consul General explained, “As 
you may already know, the French Legion 
of Honor was created two centuries ago, by 
Napoleon the 1st. It is the highest distinction 
France can confer on a citizen or a foreigner. 
It recognizes exceptional service to France 
and rewards eminent military and civil 
merits.”
 Fred Scheer enlisted in the U.S. Army 
in 1942, while a student at the University of 
Georgia.
 Called to active duty the next year, 
he was shipped to Ireland, following basic 
training. Fred landed on Utah Beach, in 
France, on July 10, 1944. He was captured 
by the Germans during subsequent fighting 
and, as a prisoner of war, was forced to work 
in a labor camp.
 On meager rations and in bitter cold, he 
worked on German railroads. Fred managed 
to escape as Allied forces neared. He has 
written of his experiences as a self-described 
“young farm boy from Eatonton, Georgia,” 
in his book A European Sojourn 1943-1945.
 In awarding the Legion of Honor 
Medal, on the 71st anniversary of the end 
of World War II, Consul Barbet said, “In 
fact, it is never too late to pay homage to 
these veterans. It is never too late to recall 

Operation Overlord
Forces initiating major military landing on 
Normandy Beach.”
 I peeked over his shoulder to read the 
headline, and I could barely restrain a joyous 
facial expression. This was the news that all 
of us persecuted Jews and minorities were 
waiting for. I instantly felt that this was the 
beginning of the end for all the oppressed 
people of Europe. Tears were welling up in 
my eyes, thinking that our freedom must not 
be too far off. 
 I instantly thought about the wonderful 
and courageous people in the Allied Forces 
and felt overwhelming gratitude for their 
willingness to sacrifice their lives for the 
millions of people whom they had never 
known or in whom they had no vested 
interest.
 This landing was the singular 
expression of humanitarian feelings and 
totally unprecedented in world history. 
This historical day will give hope to future 
generations never to tolerate oppression.

The Allied Forces landing on Omaha Beach at Normandy

The Allied Forces approaching Omaha Beach at Normandy

Fred Scheer honored with 
French Legion of Honor

Fred Scheer wearing the French 
Legion of Honor Medal

French Legion of Honor Medal

BY Carolyn
     Gold

the legacy of their courage and their fight 
for freedom in a time of darkness and 
despicable ideologies that came to power in 
Europe.”
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 Without a doubt, graduations 
are a time of transition. The 
community is invited to watch 
students joyously flip their tassels 
from one side to another and 
practically jump for joy. 
 At Torah Day School’s 
(TDSA) graduation, however, it 
was a time of reflection and a time 
of thankfulness. Six graduates 
spoke, each from their own 
perspective, on their thankfulness 
for their unique experiences at 
Torah Day School. Students 
very skillfully crafted their own 
speeches, which highlighted their 
appreciation of the everlasting 
gift of Jewish knowledge, the 
teaching of critical thinking skills, 
learning the meaning of true 
friendship, instilling a tremendous 
love for learning Gemara (Torah), 
and inculcating important life 
skills and character traits such as 
humility. 
 One student spoke about her 
journey as a convert and how her 
teachers and experiences helped 
shape the way she views herself as a Jewish 
woman and her role in the world at large. 
Another student, who spoke in Hebrew, her 
native tongue, acknowledged the incredible 
efforts by everyone around her, students and 
teachers alike, in making her transition to life 
in America, after life in Israel, a relatively 
easy one. 

 Yet another student, with great humor, 
reflected on how nine years ago, upon 
graduation from preschool, he was confident 
that he knew the ABCs and Aleph-Bet, was a 
great artist, and was a really good sharer. As 
an eighth-grade graduate, he acknowledged 
that he was actually not a great artist, but was 
still very confident in his knowledge of the 
ABCs, the Aleph-Bet, and much more. 

 These six Torah Day School students 
spoke eloquently about the value of their 
education and how it shaped them during 
their formative years, as well as preparing 
them for their future lives. They spoke as 
representatives of the entire class o f 31 
students.
 Administrators also showed incredible 

TDSA graduation a time for reflection
respect and appreciation for 
each other, as well. Mrs. Linda 
Rabinowitz, Torah Day School’s 
general studies principal, 
humorously spoke about her 
appreciation of long-time teacher 
and administrator Mrs. Lisa 
Stroll, who is leaving TDSA for 
a position in Denver, Colorado. 
In reference to Mrs. Stroll, Mrs. 
Rabinowitz poignantly described 
the many telltale signs of true 
teacher, such as the belief that 
chocolate is a food group and that 
teachers buy Excedrin and Advil at 
Costco. Then, speaking seriously, 
she shared that real teachers know 
they teach students, not subjects. 
Mrs. Rabinowitz then took a 
moment to thank Rabbi Joshua 
Einzig, exiting TDSA head of 
school, for generously sharing 
his knowledge and expertise with 
the faculty and staff during his 
tenure. In addition, Rabbi Einzig 
recognized Mrs. Susan Krohn, 
who is retiring after thirty-one 
years of teaching at Torah Day 

School. 
 Transitions are often wrought with worry 
and concern; however, the students truly 
know best in this circumstance. They know 
that they learn much from their teachers, 
that they have wonderful role models and 
mentors, and that what happens in the 
classroom is something to be celebrated. 

By Marsha Liebowitz

LEADERS IN THEIR FIELD. The 
2016 Chambers USA Guide has ranked 
Arnall Golden Gregory attorneys Brooke 

F. Dickerson and 
Jonathan Golden as 
“Leaders in Their 
Field.” Golden (the 
firm’s chairman 
emeritus) is a partner 
in the Mergers and 
Acquisitions Practice 
and a member 
of the Executive 
Committee. With 
more than 50 years’ 
experience practicing 
law, Mr. Golden 
has served on—and 
continues to serve 
on—various boards 
of both private and 
public companies. 
Dickerson is of 
counsel in the Real 
Estate Practice and 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Practice. She focuses 

her practice on transaction, litigation, 
regulatory, compliance, and permitting 
matters.

AWARDS ABOUND. Henderson 
Shapiro Peck a women-owned, full-
service marketing firm, headquartered in 
Roswell, won 14 trophies this year from 
the Communicator Awards and the Hermes 
Creative Awards. With over 6,000 entries, 
the Communicator Awards is the world’s 
largest international awards program. It 
recognizes companies for innovative ideas 
in the marketing and communications 
industry. The Hermes Creative Awards, also 

a worldwide matchup, celebrates the creative 
process for both traditional materials and 
emerging technologies; competitors range 
from individuals to Fortune 500 companies, 
making the Hermes one of the largest of its 
kind. 

EADY AT ARNALL GOLDEN GREGORY. 
Jonathan E. Eady, co-leader of Arnall 

Golden Gregory’s 
Real Estate Practice, 
one of the largest real 
estate practices in 
the Southeast, is the 
firm’s new managing 
partner, succeeding 
Glenn P. Hendrix, 
who served for eight 
years. Eady has 
practiced law since 
1991 and spent his 
entire career at Arnall 

Golden Gregory (AGG), serving in various 
leadership roles. He has been a member of 
AGG’s Executive Committee since 2008 
and has helped manage the firm’s finances 
and its growth plans, including deciding to 
remain an independent law firm rather than 
be acquired by a larger firm. 

AND THE WINNER IS….Three recent 
Cooper Carry projects were recognized for 
their award winning design. The Georgia 
BioScience Training center received the 

AIA Georgia Design Excellence Award 
(highest award designation), Georgia Tech 
Engineered Biosystems Building received 
the AIA Georgia Design Merit Award, and 
the North Carolina State University Talley 
Student Union received the ENR Southeast 
Award of Merit for Best Sustainable 
Building Practices and the Association 
of College Unions International Facility 
Design Award.

TREAT OUR TROOPS. Between 
Memorial Day and Independence Day, 
Paradies Lagardère again offered free 
meals to active and retired military service 
personnel through its Treat Our Troops 
program. Selected restaurants at Hartsfield–
Jackson Atlanta International Airport, 
Asheville Regional Airport, Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport, Denver 
International Airport, Long Beach Airport, 
and Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport 
participated.

SISTER AIRPORTS. A signing ceremony 
between Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport and Ben Gurion 
Airport took place May 27, at the Atlanta 
airport. This cooperation agreement will 
solidify a diplomatic relationship between 
the two airports, promote economic growth 
and development, and maximize these 
relationships for the mutual growth and 
benefit of both airports.

 BUSINESS BITS

Brooke F. Dickerson
Jonathan E. Eady

Henderson Shapiro Peck Founder and 
President Debbi Shapiro and Executive 
Vice President Jill PeckJonathan Golden
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 On Sunday, September 18,  Congre-
gation Or Hadash will present a special 
showing from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
of An Open Door: Jewish Rescue in the 
Philippines and will welcome author 
and co-producer Sharon Delmendo. The 
film is about the surviving Manilaners, 
the name given to the Jewish refugees 
and their descendants, and how a small 
Asian nation, under the leadership of its 
president, Manuel Luis Quezon, was able 
to save more Jews than Oskar Schindler 
during WWII. Notably, the Philippine 
Commonwealth was the only Asian nation 
to vote for Israel’s acceptance to the United 
Nations in 1948. 
 Between 1937 and 1941, because of 
Quezon’s actions and those of his country, 
more than 1,300 Jewish refugees from 
Hitler’s Germany were saved and given 
shelter and a home. Instrumental in this 
accomplishment were the Frieder brothers, 
U.S. citizens who owned and operated 
a cigar factory in Manila and headed the 
Jewish Refugee Committee in Manila. 
Because of this unusual humanitarian deed, 
in August of 2015, the Raoul Wallenberg 
Foundation posthumously bestowed the 
Raoul Wallenberg Medal to Quezon, and 
in March of this year the Anti-Defamation 
League posthumously awarded Quezon the 
Spirit of Jan Karski Award.
 Sharon Delmendo is a professor at St. 
John Fisher College in Rochester, New 
York, received her PhD in English in 1993 
from State University of New York at 
Buffalo. She did most of the research on 
her first book, The Star-Entangled Banner: 
One Hundred Years of America in the 
Philippines, while living and teaching in 

Congregation Or Hadash presents An Open Door: Jewish rescue in the Philippines

Sharon Delmendo Philippine President Manuel Luis 
Quezon 

Alex Frieder, (front, seated) surrounded by Jewish refugees in the Philippines, 
1940 (photo: 3 Roads Communications)

President Manuel Quezon with Alex 
and Herb Frieder at the dedication of 
Marikina Hall to the Jewish Rescue 
Committee in order to provide 
housing on land donated by Quezon 
for the Jewish refugees, April 23, 
1940 (photo courtesy of Rescue in 
the Philippines website)

the Philippines as Fulbright Professor of 
American Studies. 
 The event will take place at 
Congregation Or Hadash, 7460 Trowbridge 
Road in Sandy Springs, 30328. A discussion 
and book signing follow the program. This 
event is free to the community; RSVPs 
are requested. For information or to RSVP 
email dlee@or-hadash.org or call 404-250-
3338.

By Jonathan Barach

SUPPORT ARTISTS OF ISRAEL. 
Celebrate and support artists of Israel, at 
a free Israeli artisan event, sponsored by 
Beth Shalom Sisterhood, July 24, 10:00 
a.m.-7:00 p.m. The community is invited 
to view and buy jewelry, Judaica, hand 
weaving (tablecloths, tallitot), wall art, 
stone art, and more. The event will be 
held at Congregation Beth Shalom, 5303 
Winters Chapel Road, in Atlanta. Call 
770-399-5300, or visit bethshalomatlanta.
org.

NER TAMID RUMMAGE SALE. The 
Congregation Ner Tamid rummage sale and 
open house is July 24, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Find great deals on toys, books, household 
items, collectibles, and more. Only cash 
or credit will be accepted; no checks. 
From 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., there will be 
an open house, at which visitors can learn 

about the synagogue and religious school. 
Congregation Ner Tamid Synagogue and 
Religious School is located at 1349 Old 
Hwy 41, Suite 220, in Marietta. For more 
information, e-mail events@mynertamid.
org, visit mynertamid.org, or call 678-
264-8575.

WEEK OF FREE WORKOUTS 
AND BEAT THE HEAT FITNESS 
CHALLENGE. The Marcus Jewish 
Community Center of Atlanta (MJCCA) 
invites the community to a Beat The Heat 
Fitness Challenge and a week of free 
access to its fitness amenities, Monday, 
July 25 through Sunday, July 31. Enjoy 
the fitness center, tennis courts, indoor 
and outdoor pools, running trail, plus a 
host of specialty and group fitness classes. 
The challenge is open to participants at 
all fitness levels who are encouraged to 
take their routines to the next level by 
incorporating new activities and utilizing 

all the fitness programs on the Zaban Park 
campus. Registration is required. For more 
information or to register, visit atlantajcc.
org/WorkoutForFree or contact the Fitness 
Center staff at fitness@atlantajcc.org or 
678-812-4060.

CHECK OUT TEMPLE EMANU-EL. 
Temple Emanu-El has several upcoming 
events for prospective and new members: 
Prospective and New Member Shabbat 
Services, 7:30 p.m., August 19 and 26; 
and Prospective Member Wine and 
Cheese Events, 7:30 p.m., August 31 and 
September 6. RSVP to membership@
templeemanuelatlanta.com. Temple 
Emanu-El is located at 1580 Spalding 
Drive, in Atlanta.

NOSHFEST. The sixth annual Noshfest, 
Labor Day Weekend, September 4-5, will 
combine Jewish culinary delights, craft 
vendors, cultural activities, and children’s 

activities. This year’s edition includes a 
bagel-eating contest. Favorite foods such 
as potato knishes, hot dogs, matzoh ball 
soup, fried green tomatoes, hamantashen, 
rugelach, corned beef sandwiches, ice 
cream, and more will be available to 
sample, as well as new items. Noshfest is 
held on the grounds of Temple Kol Emeth, 
1415 Old Canton Road, in Marietta; 
parking is available across the street. For 
more information, visit noshfest.com. 

OLD JEWS TELLING JOKES. Orchard 
Street Productions, in association with 
Playhouse Productions, presents Old Jews 
Telling Jokes, at the Earl Smith Strand 
Theatre, 117 N. Park Square, Marietta, 
October 28, 7:30 p.m.; October 29, 2:00 
and 7:30 p.m.; and October 30, 2:00 p.m. 
This critically acclaimed revue features 
five performers, who pay tribute to and 
reinvent classic jokes, perform comic 
songs, and honor some of the comedy 
world’s giants. This show is for mature 
audiences only. Tickets are $39.95-$59.95 
and are available at www.PlayhouseInfo.
com or 844-448-7469. For group discounts 
(12+), call Paula, at 615-400-7793.

Thought you’d like to know
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Look for these tags.

Low prices!
Seasonal gs.

Low price!
Low price!
SeasonalSeasonal

1.99
Prices good through September 6!

1.79
WITH CARD

Kroger Peanut Butter
15-16 oz or Kroger 

Fruit Spread, 11.5-18 oz; 
Select Varieties

Keebler Cookies
Select Varieties, 8-15 oz

2.49
WITH CARD

WITH CARD
2/$4

Yoplait Go-Gurt
8 ct or Danimals, 

6-8 ct; Select Varieties

4.99
Sparkling Ice
Select Varieties, 
8 pk, 8 fl  oz Cans

2/$4
Oscar Mayer
Lunch Meat
Select Varieties, 8 oz

WITH CARD WITH CARD

2/$5
WITH CARD

Oscar Mayer 
Lunchables
Select Varieties, 
8-10.7 oz
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

Chabad of 
Forsyth opens 
 
 Chabad-Lubavitch has opened a location 
in North Georgia, to serve the growing Jewish 
population of Forsyth, Lumpkin, and Hall 
Counties.
 “We plan to offer a full network of Jewish 
life—including Jewish education for all ages, 
congregational prayer, social services, and 
support for life-cycle events,” said Rabbi Levi 
Mentz, who, with his wife, Chaya, heads Chabad 
of Forsyth. “Jews moving to these flourishing 
North Georgia neighborhoods can rest assured 
that they will have access to a vibrant Jewish 
community beyond the Atlanta city limits.”

Rabbi Levi and Chaya Mentz

 Programming began on June 12, with 
a “meet and greet” in honor of Shavuot. To 
celebrate the occasion, Chabad of Forsyth 
hosted a Build a Torah workshop for children 
and a Ten Commandments service for adults, 
followed by a reception. 
 With some 4,000 centers worldwide, 
Chabad’s growth and success rests on 
establishing a presence wherever Jews are—
from urban hotspots to far-flung outposts. 
Family emissaries create these centers, which 
aim to provide local Jews with a home base for 
every facet of Jewish life, from daily rituals to 
holiday meals and social activities. Much of 
the group’s success can also be attributed to 
its non-judgmental philosophy to serve every 
Jew with love and acceptance. The 250-year-
old organization is a branch of Hasidism that 
began in Russia and is currently headquartered 
in Brooklyn.
 For more information about the mission 
and services of Chabad of Forsyth, contact 
Rabbi Levi and Chaya Mentz, at 404-594-2092 
or JewishForsyth@gmail.com.
 For information about JUDA, the Hebrew 
school, which is slated to open August 21, visit 
MyJuda.org, or contact judasunday@gmail.
com.

  The Breman Museum launched a 
free app, Historic Jewish Atlanta, for 
smartphones and tablets, that puts Historic 
Jewish Atlanta at your fingertips. The app 
consists of 13 local sites that tell the story of 
Atlanta’s history from a Jewish perspective. 
“This is the only app out there that tells the 
Jewish history of a city,” says The Breman’s 
Executive Director Aaron Berger. “To 
complement the app, we began offering 
guided tours of sites highlighted on the 
app.” 
 In 2015, the Breman started with 
guided tours of two historic synagogues: 
The Temple and Congregation Ahavath 
Achim. “The attendance was surprisingly 
diverse,” says The Breman’s Community 
Engagement Manager Ghila Sanders. “Non-
Jews came to learn about Jewish traditions, 
while lifelong Atlantans came to explore 

By Leon Socol

 After two years of recruiting, 
Congregation Shearith Israel has engaged 
Rabbi Ari Kaiman as the spiritual 
leader of one of Atlanta’s pioneer 
synagogues. The CSI Search 
Committee reviewed resumes 
from dozens of candidates before 
settling on Rabbi Kaiman.
  Rabbi Kaiman previously 
served four years as assistant 
rabbi of Congregation B’nai 
Amoona, in St. Louis, Missouri. 
He began his path as a Jewish 
leader at Congregation Etz Chaim, 
in Marietta, and served as a staff 
member at Camp Ramah Darom, 
in North Georgia. Before joining 
B’nai Amoona, Rabbi Kaiman 
served as a music educator and 
rabbinic intern with several 
California congregations.
 Although he grew up in 
Florida, Rabbi Kaiman has many 
friends in Atlanta, and he loves the 
warmth and down-to-earth feeling of the 
Atlanta community. His dream of coming 
to an Atlanta congregation has become a 

Pilot year of Historic Jewish Atlanta 
tours a success for The Breman Museum

Historic Jewish Atlanta Civil Rights bus tour

New rabbi leads Congregation Shearith Israel
reality, and he believes his strengths in all 
areas of the rabbinic experience will be an 
asset to CSI. He forged strong community 
relationships in his previous position and 

plans to do the same in Atlanta, but not 
to the detriment of his obligations to his 
congregation. He is most proud of Shomrei 

Amoonim, a committee he 
founded, which organizes 
care for congregants in need.
  Rabbi Kaiman told 
the CSI Search Committee 
that he has found meaning 
in engaging his students 

through Torah study and watching them find 

Rabbi Ari Kaiman 
speaking in Israel

The Kaiman family (from left) Shai, Emily, Eliana, Amalia, 
Rabbi Ari Kaiman, and Maayan

See JEWISH ATLANTA TOURS, page 27

See RABBI KAIMAN, page 30
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KATZ FAMILY

 OIL CHANGE   • Up to 6 qts 5w20/30 Conventional Oil
• Tire Rotation
• In-Stock Oil Filter 
• Courtesy Check w/ visual brake check

(j
g-
ca
p)$2199

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING

820 Holcomb Bridge Rd
(East of Alpharetta Hwy.)

Roswell, GA
770-998-2974

2730 Town Center Dr. NW
(Across From Town Center Mall)

Kennesaw, GA
770-425-5300

463 Glynn St. N
(Hudson Plaza)
Fayetteville, GA
770-461-7731

920 Northside Dr. NW
(Across From GA Tech.)

Atlanta, GA
404-876-5879

1764 Cobb Parkway S
(North of Windy Hill Rd.)

Marietta, GA
770-952-0151

224 N. Main
(Corner of Mayfield)

Alpharetta, GA
678-689-2139

1105 Johnson Ferry Rd
(2 Miles South of Merchant Walk)

Marietta, GA
770-509-1838

 7 Convenient Locations

OR $20 OFF Any Service
Not valid with other offers.  Excludes tires Valid at above locations. Expires 10/31/2016
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historic buildings they had heard about but 
never visited.” 
 Each tour, which lasts approximately 
two hours, is led by an expert from that site. 
For example, the tour of Leo Frank’s Grant 
Park, led by Alisa Chambers of the Atlanta 
Preservation Center, allowed visitors to 
walk the streets of Grant Park. Visitors 
learned about the area and how it was 
once one of the most diverse and eclectic 
neighborhoods in Atlanta. 
 The guided tours of the Historic 
Oakland Cemetery sold out months in 
advance and featured an in-depth discussion 
of the Jewish grounds and the symbolism 
found throughout Atlanta’s oldest cemetery. 
 Each tour is free to Breman members, 
with a nominal charge for nonmembers. 
 A grant from the Georgia Humanities 
Council enabled The Breman to offer two 
Civil Rights tours, which included trolley 
rides to key points in Atlanta’s Civil Rights 
movement and explored the role Jews 
played in advancing—and sometimes 
hindering—the advancement of civil rights 
in Atlanta. 
 “We have been overwhelmed by the 

response, with many of the tours selling out 
weeks in advance,” says Sanders. “The size 
of the tour is limited to just 30 people, so 
everyone can easily hear the docent and get 
the most out of the tour.” 
  “I learned a lot from the tours, and I 

Jewish Atlanta Tours
From page 25

Historic Jewish Atlanta Tour at Grant 
Park

Historic Jewish Atlanta Tour at 
Historic Oakland Cemetery

Historic Jewish Atlanta Civil Rights 
bus tour at Rich’s

have lived in Atlanta my whole life,” said 
one attendee. 
 The Historic Jewish Atlanta Mobile 
App is available free at the Google Play 
Store and Apple App Store. It highlights 
several locations throughout Atlanta, with 
content describing the locations and their 
significance. This one-of-a-kind experience 
is available free, thanks to the generous 
support of the Weiller family, in memory of 
Margaret Strauss Weiller.
 The 2016-2017 season will expand to 
new sites. Visit thebreman.org, for more 
information.

Historic Jewish Atlanta Mobile App

 Although the social halls of The 
Temple are quiet this summer, it is not for 
lack of activity. For the next two months, 
The Temple is undergoing an extensive 
facelift that will renew everything from the 
floors to the chandeliers.
 The Temple has proudly served Atlanta 
for nearly 150 years, as a historic landmark 
and pillar of the Jewish community. 
Preparations for the celebration of the 
150th anniversary of The Temple started 
back in 2014, with Dream for Tomorrow, 
The Temple’s Endowment Campaign, 
which has raised millions to invest in the 
future of the congregation. Now, two years 
later, the generous contributions are being 
put to good use, to update and maintain the 
building, on Peachtree Street, in Midtown.
 By August, The Temple can expect 
to see walls with new paint, floors with 
new carpet, and reupholstered furniture 
extending from the Covenant Chapel, 
through Schwartz-Goldstein Halls, and 
down to the Motor Lobby. Many committees 
and boards have been planning this project, 
along with architect Stanley Daniels, who 
oversaw the 2002-2004 building addition 
and restoration.
 The 2016 building refresh project 
is being managed under the leadership 
of Executive Director Mark Jacobson, 
who also grew up and was confirmed at 
The Temple. He, like The Temple itself, 
offers the best of past experience and an 
innovative future. While maintaining a 
certain sense of tradition throughout weekly 
Shabbat services and life cycle events, 
Mark encourages programs featuring The 

Temple as a home for everyone, from 
LGBTQ allies to Young Professionals and 
Sages. 
 Mark is one of many leaders among 
The Temple community who have spent 
their lives dedicated to maintaining a bright 
future for the generations to come at The 
Temple. This story of being an integral part 
of The Temple community, from childhood 
through adulthood, and making it more than 
just a place of worship, is a common thread 
uniting Mark Jacobson and much of the 
congregation, staff, and Executive Board. 

 It is a labor of love to see his synagogue 
grow with the passing years, most recently 
alongside immediate Past President of the 
Board Jon Amsler. Jon’s presidency, which 
began in 2014, was marked by a hands-
on approach that brought an increase in 
membership, a new engagement initiative, 
and even a new community space, Java 
Nagila, which he built with his own hands. 
It seems Jon has done everything at The 
Temple: in addition to serving as board 
president and building a coffee shop from 
scratch, he has taught confirmation classes 

and travelled to Israel with more than 150 
Temple teens.
 In May, Jon handed the reins to Lauren 
Grien, who, along with Mark, has also 
watched The Temple grow and flourish 
throughout her life. Under Lauren’s 
direction, The Temple, in 2017, will head 
into its exciting 150th year in Atlanta, 
and it is already shaping up to be one 
of the greatest yet. Next year promises 
extravagant celebrations, including a night 
at the symphony and a play at the Alliance 
Theater based on Melissa Faye Greene’s 
book The Temple Bombing. The play 
has been endorsed by Janice Rothschild 
Blumberg, widow of longtime spiritual 
leader Rabbi Jacob Rothschild and no 
stranger to the stage herself. 
 The 150th anniversary will be a time 
of reflection and festivity for The Temple 
community. The year will be spent looking 
back to both the tragedies and triumphs that 
have marked The Temple’s time as a house 
of worship, center for social justice, and 
place for people to connect. There will be 
even more details to come, as the year 5777 
approaches.
 It is no coincidence that the building 
refresh project is happening in time for 
the High Holy Days and the exhilarating 
festivities of the 150th anniversary. Mark 
Jacobson, The Temple Building and 
Grounds Committee, the Endowment Fund 
Board, and the Executive Committees have 
worked tirelessly on this effort. If you enter 
The Temple today, you can feel the promise 
of a new era within the walls of a 150-year-
old institution.

As it approaches an important anniversary, The Temple is getting a fresh new look

Mark Jacobson Rabbi Peter Berg
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By Erin O’Shinskey

GREATER GOOD . Bertram Levy, chair of 
the Private Wealth Practice at Arnall Golden 
Gregory, received the 2015 Greater Good 

Award, from 
the Georgia 
P l a n n e d 
G i v i n g 
C o u n c i l . 
This award 
recognizes an 
outstanding 
member of 
the Georgia 
philanthropic 
communi ty 
who has 
served at 
least 10 years 
in the field 
of planned 

giving. Award recipients have advised 
charitable individuals in order to increase 
the quantity and quality of planned gifts to 
Georgia charities.

HAPPY 100. On May 29, Berman 
Commons resident Libby Sherman 
celebrated her 100th birthday with family 
and friends from all over the country, at a 
brunch hosted by daughter Barbara Mendel 
and son Jerry Sherman. Grandchildren 
Jennifer Fox, Meredith Yehudai, and Brett 
Mendel created a memorable video tribute 
to Libby. Great grandchildren Seth (age 
six), Leah (age three), and Ellie, (age three), 
entertained Libby, her grandchildren Bill 
and Ash Sherman, and other residents by 

dancing and singing to the music of the 
Elderly Brothers. Libby says her secret to 
longevity is surrounding herself with family 
and friends and not smoking or drinking.

Libby Sherman and great 
grandchildren Ellie Fox, Leo 
Sherman, Leah Yehudai, Aries 
Sherman, and Seth Yehudai

LAG B’OMER FUN. Hula hooping was just 
one of many fun activities at Congregation 
Ariel’s Lag B’Omer Celebration, May 
26. The evening included a picnic dinner, 
bonfire, Bar Yochai’s Cave, pony rides, and 
more.

 MISH  MASH

Bert Levy

 The Weber School’s Capstone 
Symposium showcased capstone projects 
from students who recently completed a 
yearlong-interdisciplinary senior honors 
seminar. During this symposium, the senior 
honors students presented their academic 
research and analysis to Weber students, 
parents, and community members, through 
a variety of innovative workshops.
 The Weber School Honors Capstone 
Seminar is a yearlong course in which 
students undertake a capstone project, 
pursuing a topic for study and research 
that is rooted in their deepest questions 
and interests. With the goal of producing 
a project that reflects high standards of 
scholarship and creativity, Capstone 
Seminar students are matched with faculty 
mentors, who provide guidance through the 
process of planning, research, analysis, and 
presentations. Each student defends his or 
her project before a panel of teachers and 
experts for evaluation, prior to receiving a 
diploma with Honors Distinction.
 “The Honors Capstone Seminar 
at Weber presents a unique academic 
experience and represents the full scope 
of Weber’s mission,” says Head of School 
Rabbi Ed Harwitz. “By committing to a 
process of interdisciplinary study in general 
and Jewish studies and producing scholarly 
work rooted in their deepest, personal 
questions, Capstone students represent the 
full scope of the mission and vision of The 
Weber School.”
 Capstone facilitator and Jewish studies 
teacher Joey Heyman says, “The Honors 
Capstone Seminar is a step towards breaking 
down the false dichotomy of ‘regular life’ 
and ‘Jewish life,’ by charging students with 
pursuing a passion project and researching 
and evaluating that passion through a 
variety of lenses, both general and Jewish. 
My goal is for students to see learning in 
Jewish and general studies as two sides of 
the same coin—inseparable. I could not be 
more proud of the accomplishments of this 
year’s team.”
 Reflecting upon his scholastic 
experience, Capstone Fellow Idan Livnat 
says, “Capstone was a life changing 
experience that gave me the opportunity to 
research a worldwide issue that inspires me 
to pursue my dream in the medical field. I 
want to save lives as well as inspire others to 
change their mindset, and this course gave 
me the opportunity to do just that.”
 This year’s Capstone Seminar 
participants and their projects are: 
 Rebecca Adler, Cultivating Radical 
Empathy: Exploring the Possibilities of 
Our Own Instinct; Michael Asher, A Cast 
of Faith: The Spirituality of Fly Fishing; 
Naomi Balaban, This is Not a Drill; 
David Borukhov, Am I My Brother’s 
(Goal) Keeper: Racism in Israeli Soccer; 
Avi Botwinick, Excess Sugar: Sweet 
to the Tongue, Sour to the Body; Emily 
Duner, This is Your Brain on Travel: The 
Development of Cognitive Flexibility; 
Zavi Feldstein, How Smart Are You: 
Intelligence, Multiple Intelligence, and 

Learning Differently; Greg Fish, What 
Makes You Happy: A Study in Quantity 
Versus Quality; Avery Frank, Dress Code 
and its Religious/Biblical Affiliation and 
Influence; Sydney Gelman, Apathetic 
Pandemic: Injecting Philosophy into a 
High Schooler’s Schedule; Jordan Gold, 
Do Jews Root for Other Jews in Sports and 
Politics?; Noah Jones, Terrorism: A Study 
in Eradication and Reduction; Idan Livnat, 
The Common Pills You Take: Helpful or 
Harmful?; Becca Meline, A Dream is a 
Wish Your Heart Makes: The Power of 
Dream Analysis; Sammi Nozick, Getting 
Schooled by Competition: How Competition 
in School Has Killed Learning; Jansen 
Redler, It’s Funny, Why Can’t I Laugh: 
The Complicated Nature of Censorship in 
Comedy; Marni Rein, What to Do When 
You Don’t Know What You Want to Do: 
Identifying Your Passion Project; Ashley 
Spector, What Private School Bubble: 
The Role Diversity Does or Does Not 
Play in Learning; Karin Videlefsky, Does 
Judaism Celebrate or Separate People with 
Disabilities?; Cody Wertheimer, Music 
as a Means to Recognize the Potential of 
the Special Needs Community; Daniel 
Whitesides, Promises, Promises: Do You 
Really Mean It?; and Bailee Yoels, Are 
Jewish Extremists Promoting or Perverting 
Jewish Text and Tradition? Does the Torah 
Truly Command Us to be Violent?

Idan Livnat

Emily Duner

Noah Jones (standing left)

Jordan Gold

Naomi Balaban displays her project

Bailee Yoels (right) with Drew Cohen

Showcasing The Weber School’s honors students



July-August 2016 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 29

included in our next get-together, contact 
me at drjsch7@comcast.net. I promise you, 
it will be an experience you’ll enjoy.

FINISH THE QUOTE. I’ve been a collector 
of quotes since I was a teenager. They could 
be motivational, educational, or humorous. 
My children kid me that I have the disease 
AQFEO (A Quote For Every Occasion). I 
think it’s incurable, but you can’t die from 
it. I admit, I’m addicted. For the last three 
years, I’ve sent out five daily Food For 
Thought quotes to family members. So, 
for this column, I thought I’d extend those 
quotes to the Jewish Georgian sports scene. 
Here are 10, with apologies to Mark Twain, 
William Shakespeare, Dr. Seuss, Yogi Berra, 
and others.

• You can’t go through life with a catcher’s 
mitt on both hands…unless you’re trying to 
catch a Gene Benator knuckle ball. 
• Be sure to put your feet in the right place, 
stand firm…. It helps when you’re setting a 
screen in a basketball game.
• If you can’t be thankful for what you 
got, be thankful for what you didn’t get... 
especially if you’re a captain in the draft for 
the Men’s Basketball League.
• He who hesitates is lost…especially if you 
stop halfway between third base and home.
• One hand cannot applaud alone…but two 
hands can hit a winning backhand shot in 
tennis.
• It’s simple. If it jiggles, it’s fat…for those 
who are trying to decide whether or not to 
start an exercise program.
• Amazement awaits at every corner…
especially when you make a backhand stop 
of a liner hit down the third base line.
• The most important thing in communication 
is hearing what isn’t said…. In softball, it’s 
not missing the bunt signal.
• Slump? I ain’t in no slump. I just ain’t 
hitting…. Yogi Berra describing many guys 
in the Men’s Softball League.
• Drive for the bucket and score…and if you 
can’t, stop and pop.

 And that’s a good way to end this 
column.

Gene was a noted Atlanta sportswriter and 
a supporter of many worthy Jewish causes. 
 Stan Sobel won the 4th Trivia Contest, 
with six out of 10 correct answers; Jerry 

B e n d a 
f i n i s h e d 
second, with 
five. Stan 
also won 
the second 
c o n t e s t . 
I told 
e v e r y o n e 
who had 
less than 
three correct 
that there 
would be 
a remedial 
c l a s s , 
S u n d a y 
morning, at 
the J. Sam 
Appel called 
me the night 

before with a tiebreaker question, just in 
case. He also reminded me that Andre 
“Tiny” Kessler, who played for a short 
time in the early ‘60s, had been a member 
of the NBA Philadelphia Warriors. I learn 
something new every time I talk to Sam.
 The memorabilia table, with pictures, 
team rosters, league standings, newspaper 
articles, programs, and game shirts from 
1965-85, was a popular stop for many of the 
guys. Some didn’t realize they had played 
with certain guys or played during certain 
years, until they saw it in print. The 1969 
roster prompted a lot of recollections for 
Stan. In 1981, I was a captain for the first 
time, and I had a list of the players in the 
draft, with notes beside everyone’s name. I 
listed players for certain positions and then 
ranked them. (I really took it seriously.) 
Luckily, I met a guy playing pick-up ball, 
who had just moved to Atlanta, and told him 
to sign up for the league. Ronnie Merlin was 
my first draft pick that year; it didn’t hurt 
to have Bobby Hyman, Gary Shmerling, 
and Herb Orlansky on that team, too. That’s 
a lot of firepower, and we won the league 
championship.
 I’m glad I took the time each year to 
collect the memorabilia, and I’ve enjoyed 
going through these folders of sports history 
stretching back 50 years.
 As always, I tried to talk with everyone 
at some time during the afternoon and 
always enjoy reconnecting. Playing in the 
Men’s Basketball League was a positive 
experience; friendships were made and 
memories are lasting.
 At around 3:00 p.m., I was the last to 
leave, with all my folders, pictures, pencils, 
and memories of another great get-together. 
Stan will notify us, some time in the fall, 
about our next get-together, and we’ll start 
sending out e-mails, making phone calls, 
and hoping to get an even larger turnout 
for BBAL #11. If any of my readers played 
during this time period and want to be 

Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

BASKETBALL BUNCH AT LUNCH. The 
10th get-together of the Basketball Bunch 
at Lunch was held May 17, at the Hudson 
Grille, on Roswell Road, in Sandy Springs. 
All the guys who played in the AJCC Men’s 
Basketball League between the years 1965-
1985 were eligible to attend. Stan Sobel 
welcomed everyone, and we paid a tribute 
to the late George Wise, who played in the 
league for almost 50 years.
 We had 27 in attendance and are still 
waiting to break our record of 32. Maybe 
next time. There were four first-timers: 
Steve Fine, Lloyd Marbach, Michael 
Feldman, and Joel Derketsch. Four first-
timers from our last meeting—Jerry Benda, 
Johnny Mopper, Walter Cohen, and Ron 
Winston—joined us again. Five guys who 
said they’d be there, if possible, didn’t make 
it. Hey, some people still work for a living.

We’re here for the first time: (from 
left) Joel Derketsch, Steve Fine, 
Lloyd Marbach, and Michael Feldman

 Stan asked each person to introduce 
himself and share a memory of the League. 
This part of the lunch—hearing those 
moments that stand out in the minds of 
guys—is always enjoyable to me. Many 
made references to George Wise, who 
was remembered and liked by everyone 
he played with. Ronnie Winston shared 
his list of best shooter, best “gunner,” best 
defensive player, nicest guy, and best all-
round player. (He took this introduction 
seriously.) Barry Brouner talked about 
the crazy rules unique to the league, like 
having the best player on each team sit out 
for four consecutive minutes each half. It’s 
like you were penalized for being good. 
Steve Gruenhut remembered how much he 
enjoyed the camaraderie after the games, 
when he, George Wise, Stan Sobel, Mike 
Nemeroff, and Ray Blase would go out 
to get something to eat. Brian Wertheim 
brought a picture from the time he, his son, 
Walter Cohen and his two sons, and George 
Wise all played together on the same team. 
Larry Taylor reminded us about Gene Asher, 
who had died since the last get together. 

Stan Sobel, winner 
of the 4th Basketball 
Bunch at Lunch Trivia 
Contest

We’re glad to be here: (from left) 
Robbie Baron, Ronnie Winston, and 
Howie Frushtick
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LIKE MOTHER, LIKE DAUGHTER. 
Celebrated mother-daughter authors Letty 
Cottin Pogrebin and Abigail Pogrebin 
will be featured at a “Like Mother, Like 
Daughter” plenary session, on July 27, at 
Hadassah’s 98th National Convention, at 
the Marriott Marquis Hotel, in Atlanta. 
The appearance will be followed by a 
book signing, featuring both authors’ most 
popular works: Letty Cottin Pogrebin’s 
Single Jewish Man Seeking Soul Mate 
(The Feminist Press; 2016) and Abigail 
Pogrebin’s Stars of David: Prominent 
Jews Talk about Being Jewish (Broadway 
Books; 2005).
 The theme of Hadassah’s 98th 
National Convention—The Power of Our 
Dreams—incorporates the philosophy 
of Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold: 
“Dare to dream…and when you dream...
dream big.” Hadassah’s four-day, biennial 
conference will engage, inspire and 
educate Hadassah members from across 
the U.S. Letty Cottin Pogrebin and Abigail 
Pogrebin join Oscar-winning actress 
Gwyneth Paltrow and a distinguished 
roster of inspirational speakers, authors, 
medical experts, political leaders, and 
social activists. 
 Letty, a lifetime member of Hadassah, 
is a founding editor of Ms. Magazine and 

the author of 
11 books and 
hundreds of 
articles on a 
wide range 
of subjects, 
i n c l u d i n g 
w o m e n ’ s 
and family 
issues, Israel 
and Middle-
East politics, 
J u d a i s m 

and Jewish life, feminism, friendship, 
illness, and wellness. A co-founder of 
the Ms. Foundation for Women and the 
National Women’s Political Caucus, 
Letty also won an Emmy Award for her 
work as the editorial consultant on Marlo 
Thomas’ book, record, and TV special, 
Free to Be...You and Me. In 2009, Letty 
was diagnosed with breast cancer, which 
inspired her recent book How to Be a 
Friend to a Friend Who’s Sick. Her latest 
novel, Single Jewish Male Seeking Soul 
Mate, was published last May. Among her 
many honors, she is a past recipient of the 
Myrtle Wreath Award from the Northern 
New Jersey and the Nassau County 
Regions of Hadassah. She has identical 
twin daughters, Robin and Abigail, and a 
son, David, and is the grandmother of six.
 A graduate of Yale University, Abigail 
Pogrebin is the author of Stars of David: 
Prominent Jews Talk about Being Jewish, 
which went into eight hardcover printings 
and was adapted for the Off-Broadway 
stage. Her second book for Doubleday 
was a frank look at every facet of twin-

ship: One and 
the Same: 
My Life as an 
Identical Twin 
and What I’ve 
Learned About 
E v e r y o n e ’s 
Struggle to 
be Singular 
( 2 0 0 9 ) . 
Pogrebin began 
her career 
in broadcast 

journalism as a producer for CBS News’ 
“60 Minutes” and PBS. She segued to 
print journalism after the birth of her two 
children and has written for Brill’s Content, 
Talk, Newsweek, New York Magazine, The 
New York Times “Travel” section, The 
Daily Beast, The Huffington Post, Harper’s 
Bazaar, Good Housekeeping, Self, Parents, 
Salon, Tablet, and Ladies Home Journal. 
She is president of the renowned Central 
Synagogue in New York City.
 The convention runs July 25-28. 
For registration information, visit www.
hadassah.org/convention.

PIONEER IN WOMEN’S HEART 
HEALTH. Dr. Nanette Kass Wenger, 
Professor of Medicine (Emeritus) in the 
Division of Cardiology at Emory University 
and consultant to the Emory Heart and 

V a s c u l a r 
Center, will be 
honored for her 
pioneering work 
in the field of 
women’s heart 
health during 
H a d a s s a h ’ s 
98th National 
C o n v e n t i o n . 
She has been a 
Hadassah Life 
Member for 

almost 50 years.
 Dr. Wenger, who has twice served as 
president of Hadassah Atlanta, is a past 
recipient of the chapter’s Myrtle Wreath 
Achievement Award and was honorary 
chair of the Physicians Council. She and her 
beloved late husband, Dr. Julius Wenger, had 
the privilege of being three-time Hadassah 
Founders. 
 Throughout her medical career, Dr. 
Wenger has brought her expertise to many 
professional organizations. She has chaired 
the U.S. National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute’s “Conference on Cardiovascular 
Health and Disease in Women;” World 
Health Organization’s “Expert Committee 
on Rehabilitation After Cardiovascular 
Disease;” and co-chaired the Guideline 
Panel on Cardiac Rehabilitation for the 
U.S. Agency for Health Care Policy and 
Research. She is the past president of the 
Society of Geriatric Cardiology and was 
editor-in-chief for the American Journal 
of Geriatric Cardiology for more than 15 

years. Dr. Wenger served as chair of the 
board of the Society for Women’s Health 
Research for two terms and is a past vice 
president and past president of the Georgia 
Heart Association, part of the American 
Heart Association.
 The convention runs July 25-28. 
For registration information, visit www.
hadassah.org/convention.

HADASSAH ATLANTA CENTENNIAL 
GALA. Hadassah Atlanta, one of 
Atlanta’s largest women’s organizations, 
is celebrating its 100th year of serving the 
Atlanta community by hosting a gala affair, 
on Sunday, October 30, at the Grand Hyatt 
Atlanta, in Buckhead. The celebration will 
round out the organization’s centennial year 
of events.
 The evening will begin with a cocktail 
hour, followed by a seated dinner. Along 
with special entertainment, three honorees 
will represent Hadassah Atlanta’s past, 
present and future: Mrs. Rae Frank, of 
blessed memory (represented by Lois and 
Larry Frank); Virginia Saul, a dedicated 
and dynamic past president; and Renée 
Rosenheck, an accomplished Hadassah 
leadership fellow. 

 The festivities will capture how 
Hadassah is making an impact, not only 
in Atlanta but also throughout the world, 
through groundbreaking medical research 
conducted at the world-renowned Hadassah 
Medical Organization in Israel.
 Hadassah Atlanta is the local chapter 
of Hadassah, the largest women’s volunteer 
organization in the United States, with 
more than 300,000 members nationwide 
and more than 3,300 members in Atlanta. 
Hadassah’s primary projects, locally and 
globally, include medical care and research, 
health education, community volunteer 
projects, and youth programs. In addition 
to supporting Hadassah’s national and 
international projects, Hadassah Atlanta 
sponsors programs on human trafficking 
and heart disease, and it advocates for other 
women’s health and social issues. For more 
than 20 years, Hadassah Atlanta has joined 
with Northside Hospital to bring “Check It 
Out,” a program teaching cancer awareness, 
prevention, and healthy lifestyle habits, to 
thousands of local high-school girls. 
 For more information about Hadassah 
and Hadassah Atlanta, visit www.hadassah.
org/atlanta.

 Hadassah News

Letty Cottin Pogrebin

Abigail Pogrebin

Dr. Nanette Wenger

CELEBRATING HADASSAH. Gala honorees and chairs (front, from left) Renée 
Rosenheck, Virginia Saul, and Lois Frank; and (back) Phyllis M. Cohen, 
Lois Blonder, Larry Frank, Martha Jo Katz, and Linda Hakerem prepare for 
Hadassah Atlanta’s centennial celebration, at the Grand Hyatt Atlanta in 
Buckhead. (Chuck Robertson Photography)

inspiration in our holy texts. He feels there 
is a great opportunity with Shearith Israel 
to build a strong community through the 
synagogue.
 Rabbi Kaiman has been in frequent 
contact with CSI president Josh D’Agostino, 
who said the rabbi continues to impress 
him with his activities in preparation for 
his coming to Atlanta. Rabbi Kaiman 
is already engaged with b’nai mitzvah 
students and talking with board members 
and key congregants about their ideas to 
advance the synagogue’s goals. He plans to 
have one-on-one interviews with all board 
members after he arrives in Atlanta.
 After the first year of searching for a 
rabbi, the CSI Search Committee hired 
Rabbi Melvin Sirner as the congregation’s 

interim rabbi. Rabbi Sirner, who retired 
from a pulpit in New York State after 26 
years of service, brought a spirit of warmth 
and people skills that lifted the morale of 
congregants and enabled the committee to 
concentrate on its continuing search. He set 
a high standard for pastoring and affection 
for the congregation. Rabbi Kaiman has a 
worthy rabbi to emulate.
 Shearith Israel is eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of Rabbi Kaiman, his wife, and their 
four children by summer’s end. A transition 
committee will help the Kaiman family 
with moving issues, becoming familiar 
the area, and networking with the Shearith 
Israel community. The committee is also 
providing historical and ritual information, 
as needed. The committee plans to do all 
it can to ensure a smooth and successful 
transition for the rabbi and his family, while 
offering a heaping helping of warmth and 
friendship, as we did with Rabbi Sirner.

Rabbi Kaiman
From page 25
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 Professor Roger Horowitz and I met 
over the Internet five years ago. I must say 
that the initial joy of that “meeting in the 
air” has multiplied a hundred fold. Who 
was involved? Professor Toby Holtz, a 
professor of chemistry at Barnard College, 
in New York, and also a fine Hebraist. Her 
husband, Professor Avraham Holtz, was a 
young teacher when I was a student at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
in the 1960s. Every summer, they come to 
Jerusalem, where they own an apartment.
 She called me one day, out of the blue, 
and said, “David, I am translating portions 
of the Coca-Cola correspondence to and 
from your grandfather from the 1930s. I am 
translating the material from Hebrew into 
English for Professor Roger Horowitz.” 
She gave me his e-mail address, and the 
Horowitz-Geffen correspondence began. 
 I was struck, first of all, that he was an 
historian of American food. I Googled him 
to see descriptions of books he had written. 
One site said that he had been commissioned 
by Columbia University Press to write a new 
history of kosher food in the United States.
 Roger and I have exchanged at least 
300 e-mails in the last five years. I felt very 
comfortable with him right away, because 
he knew his language limitations. In terms 
of Rabbi Geffen, he intuited that the real 
story of the struggle for finally arriving at a 
kosher and kosher-for-Passover Coca-Cola 
was in the letters from rabbis, which Rabbi 
Geffen received from 1932-1935. He never 
shared these letters, which were written in 
Hebrew, with anyone—not even his wife or 
his six children at home, most of whom were 
Emory grads or Emory students. He did not 
share the letters because of their bitterness, 
which was directed at him. In terms of Rabbi 
Geffen and Coca-Cola teshuva, Professor 
Horowitz found all the answers, and they 
are in his book, Kosher USA.
 The book treats Rabbi Geffen quite 
fairly, but the essence of the book is the 
history of the kosher food that the world is 
eating today. Professor Horowitz is a fine 
historian and a human being, with many 
lovely facets to him. I am proud that he has 
written this special book.
 The Geffen grandchildren and our 
cousins Marc Lewyn and his family are 
bringing Professor Horowitz to Atlanta, 
to speak at Shearith Israel, a free program 
open to the entire Atlanta community. Once 
scheduled, it will be widely announced.

Q: When you started, what was your plan 
for Kosher USA? Did you alter it along the 
way, or did it remain pretty much as you 
envisioned it?

An interview with Roger Horowitz, author of Kosher USA

A: As I write in the intro, the book began 
because of a question from my Uncle Stuart, 
just before he died. I did not know when I 
started what I would find in my research; 
indeed, it was not clear to me at all that I 
would find what I needed to answer his 
question. But as an historian who has written 
several books, I knew where to start—with 
archives that hold Jewish history.
 So, it was at the American Jewish 
Historical Society that I found two major 
sources, the archives of the Union of 
Orthodox Hebrew Congregations that 
hold the records of the Orthodox Union 
and the Rabbi Tobias Geffen papers that 
chart the certification of Coca-Cola. At the 
Dorot Jewish reading room of the New 
York Public Library, I also found two key 
journals, The Kosher Food Guide (1935-
1969, largely the records of the OK kosher 
certification agency) and Kashrus Magazine 
(1980-present).
 It was these sources, especially Rabbi 
Geffen’s papers, that gave me the structure 
for the book, especially the chapters 
that focused on the kashrus of particular 
products, since the debates over certification 
were product-based, such as took place with 
determining how the presence of glycerin 
affected Coke’s kosher status, as well as the 
debate over gelatin that was crystallized in 
the controversy over Jell-O.
 At the same time, the sources that 
were not about particular products allowed 
me to place the debates about the products 
into a larger context, of how rabbis came 
to understand the new challenges posed by 
processed foods and the determinations they 
made about how to apply kosher law to those 
products. The OU and OK materials helped 
me see the critical precedents established 
with Coca-Cola in Rabbi Geffen’s ruling—a 
significance not necessarily apparent 
at the time he made his decision, but 
reflected instead in the direction of rabbinic 
interpretation of kosher law subsequently, 
as more and more rabbis learned about the 
particular halachic challenges of products 

produced on a scale and with methods 
unknown to the rabbis of the 19th century 
and earlier. I did not go into this book with 
such an intent and, indeed, did not know 
about Rabbi Geffen at all before I started my 
research, so this was a discovery along the 
way.
 There was another change that 
took place while writing the book that 
is unrelated. Not long after I started the 
research, the health of my parents began 
to fail, especially my mother, who lived in 
New York City and whom I would go see in 
the afternoon after my research trips. This 
reflects the patterns of how I had to research 
this book, since I also had a fulltime job and 
children at home. I took many one-day trips 
to New York archives, returning home at 
night after seeing my mother.
 My parents’ health worsened as my 
research progressed, so when we talked, 
we talked more about kosher food than 
about their health, since we knew what was 
happening, and they wanted to hold onto 
their son, knowing their end was not far 
away. Out of this came many family stories, 
especially about their parents, generating a 
personal element to the book that I had not 
anticipated at all, since I am an historian 
and none of my other books takes a personal 
turn. While reviewers may have different 
reactions to the personal stories that fill the 
book, to me there was never any question 
about including them, because of the way I 
heard them, from my parents in the sunset of 
their lives.

Q: Since the book has come out, do you 
feel that your readers and those at your 
lectures better understand what kosher food 
is all about today? Are there any specific 
comments that you have heard or received 
by mail or from your radio and television 
appearances?

A: I have received a lot of e-mails from 
readers; some also have posted on the book’s 
Amazon page. I think they appreciate how 

I assume no knowledge at all about kosher 
law or even Jewish practices, and so make it 
easy for someone to understand.
 My favorite comment came from a 
woman who actually is a professor, who 
wrote: “I’m reaching out to you because I 
am halfway through your book, and I can’t 
put it down. Having grown up all my life in 
a conservative Jewish home with all sorts of 
regulations, this book comes as a welcome 
relief. I went to SSDS [Solomon Schechter 
Day School] all my lower school and high 
school life, so I thought I knew the rules 
inside and out. But y’know, the teachers and 
rabbis never talked about Coke, Jell-O, or 
Hebrew National. It was simply assumed.” 
 From the curator of gifts of the National 
Library of Israel, in Jerusalem: “Thank 
you for the complimentary copy of your 
fascinating book Kosher USA. Upon its 
arrival, I started reading the prologue, and 
thereafter I could not put it down. I love the 
way you interwove your family history—
one that reflects that of my own and so many 
others like us—into the story-like telling 
of your extensive research. The National 
Library is honored to have our material from 
Morgen Journal and Americana included 
in your book and thrilled to have a copy of 
your publication on our shelves.”

Q: After Kosher USA’s publication in April, 
are there some additional facts you have 
learned relating to the subjects you cover in 
the book?

A: My coverage of the role of Rabbi 
Tobias Geffen has brought to light more 
information about the halachic reasoning 
behind the acceptance of Coke as kosher by 
rabbis who did not know its contents and 
also did not ask the Coca-Cola company to 
make changes to its ingredients.
 Rabbi Geffen’s decision was so 
universally accepted at the time, that those 
who had not gone to the lengths he did to 
investigate Coke’s contents fell silent after 
his 1935 teshuva. If I had known more 
about those opinions before finishing the 
book, I could have said more about the pre-
industrial assumptions that undergirded 
these opinions, how the rulings used to 
justify acceptance of unmodified Coca-Cola 
were elaborated in a pre-20th century era, in 
which food preparation took place in small 
shops and in very small amounts, and thus 
offered little guidance to the challenges of 
mass-produced food. It also would have 
allowed me to say more clearly what I now 
relate in lectures, that Rabbi Geffen was the 
first rabbi to apply science to understand the 
contents of modern industrial food. None 
of the rabbis who had accepted unmodified 
Coke as kosher consulted a chemist, as he 
did, or sought to understand the source of 
glycerin, which Geffen did as well. These 
other rabbis didn’t appreciate that, in an 
era of mass industrial food production, 
the personal inspection of a facility, while 

BY David
     Geffen

Roger Horowitz, author of Kosher USA

See KOSHER USA, page 33
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COMMUNITY OF CARING RAISES 
RECORD FUNDS. On May 13, Jewish 
Family & Career Services (JF&CS) 
hosted the annual Community of Caring 
luncheon, chaired by Angie Weiland, Justin 
Milrad, and Deborah Jacobs. Nearly 700 
people attended the luncheon and donated 
$399,155. 
 JF&CS CEO Rick Aranson shared a 
new vision and mission with the crowd. 
“The vision of JF&CS,” he said, “is to 
build a community of empowered lives. 
Our mission, how we reach that vision, and 
what we do every day is making hope and 
opportunity happen.”
 Eric Miller bravely shared his story of 
falling into substance abuse, his successful 
recovery, and his passion for helping 
others as program coordinator for JF&CS’ 
substance abuse program, HAMSA. 
 After Eric’s speech, five inspirational 
stories were shared about clients that JF&CS 
has helped:
• Lori and David, a married couple with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
who are able to live independently, 
thanks to the support of the Zimmerman-
Horowitz Independent Living Program, 
Supported Employment, and Alterman-Jets 
Transportation.
• Roy, an older gentleman with weak lungs 
who has regained his mobility, though the 
use of a donated scooter, and his wife, 
Maxine, who was helped by caregiver 
support services. 
• Tali, who found a lifelong mentor and 
friend in her big PAL, Elissa. 
• Kesavi, who found both her confidence 
and employment through career services. 
• Merle, who, after many years of drug use, 
needed extensive dental work. She received 
that care at the Ben Massell Dental Clinic, 
and her new smile has given her a new lease 
on life and a reason to sing again. Merle 
ended the program singing the song “Hero,” 
to a standing ovation. 
 Visit YTFL.org/impact to view the 
videos presented at this year’s Community 
of Caring.

Community of Caring co-chairs 
Angie Weiland, Justin Milrad, and 
Deborah Jacobs

COMING TOGETHER FOR SENIOR DAY. 
The Marcus Jewish Community Center of 
Atlanta (MJCCA), in collaboration with 
JF&CS, and Georgia’s Naturally Occurring 

Retirement Communities (NORC), hosted 
their first Senior Day, at the MJCCA, where 
70 mature adults, ages 65-95, participated. 
 The program was funded by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta (JFGA), to 
engage mature adults, especially those 
who cannot drive, with programming at the 
MJCCA, to increase their involvement in 
the Jewish community and connection to 
their Jewish peers. 
 JF&CS had transportation available to 
pick up participants from locations in Toco 
Hills, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs, and Cobb 
County. Older adults received rides from 
Berman Commons, the Toco Hills NORC, 
Zaban Tower, and Hammond Glenn.
 Senior Day included a choice of six fun 
activities: water aerobics, yoga meditation, 
and classes focusing on art, barre dance, 
pasta making, and cupcake decorating.
 Senior Day participant Janine Storch 
said, “It was wonderful. There were so 
many different activities to do. I enjoyed 
making fresh pasta in one cooking class, and 
decorating cupcakes in another. It was fun to 
try something new.”
 Participants also had the opportunity 
to pick up information about programs 
and services at the MJCCA, JF&CS, 
Jewish Home Life Communities, and the 
Renaissance on Peachtree. 
 The next Senior Day is Monday, 
September 12.

Suzan Tibor and Jean Cohen 
decorating cupcakes

Lucy Carson, Laurette Hanein, and 
Julia Alvo try a barre dance class.

Sara T. Spotts and Marcia Asher 
enjoy painting in art class.

JF&CS OFFERS GUEST SPEAKER ON 
THE TOPIC OF ADDICTION. Addiction 
to drugs and alcohol in our community is 
becoming an epidemic. JF&CS HAMSA 
(Helping Atlantans Manage Substance 

Abuse) Program Coordinator Eric Miller 
has a dynamic and personal story of his 
struggles with drug abuse. Interweaving a 
story of growing up in the Atlanta Jewish 
community with markers of addictive 
behavior, Eric’s presentation, which is 
available to congregations, school groups, 
and social groups, is approximately nine 
minutes long and is appropriate for all ages. 
For more information, call 770-677-9318, 
or e-mail HAMSA@jfcs-atlanta.org.

THIS YEAR AT THE NORC. The Toco Hills 
NORC (Naturally Occurring Retirement 
Community) provides personalized social 
programming, including group trips and 
member-led activities, as well as health 
& wellness, medical, and transportation 
support and information for adults 60 and 
over, residing in and surrounding the Toco 
Hills area. (Membership is also available to 
older adults living outside of Toco Hills.) 
The program coordinator collaborates with 
members, to provide opportunities for 
leadership and a place that’s a home away 
from home. 
 The past year was full of community 
collaboration, intellectually stimulating 
courses, and exciting trips. For more 
information about services and activities 
offered at the Toco Hills NORC, call 404-
633-3033, or visit YTFL.org/NORC.

Memorial Day cookout with the 
Central DeKalb Senior Center: (front, 
seated) Marianne Gilmore and Myrna 
Klinger; and (back, from left) Elaine 
Schwartz, Sara T. Spotts, Betty 
Mislow, and Frank de Peterse III

 JF&CS News

Senior Day participants enjoy a day of fun activities and lunch provided by 
JF&CS, MJCCA and JFGA: (front, from left) Madeline Kramer, Marcia Asher, 
Jean Cohen, Lucy Carson, Suzan Tibor, Cynthia Gorin, and Marilyn Shure; 
and (second row) Laurette Hanein (far left), Julia Alvo, Loretta Bernstein, 
Lorraine Furst, Kortni Taulbee, Sara T. Spotts, Elaine Schwartz, Betty Mislow, 
and Marcia Abrams; (far back) Frank de Peterse III

Eric Miller, program coordinator for 
HAMSA, spoke about his struggle 
with drug and alcohol abuse and his 
recovery, at this year’s Community of 
Caring, held at the InterContinental 
Hotel, on May 13.
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necessary, was not sufficient, to determine 
a food’s kashrus; science, especially 
chemistry, was as well.

Q: Would you like to comment on the bravery 
of Rabbi Geffen in dealing with those who 
just put their names on a hechsher?

A: As I have learned more and more 
about Rabbi Geffen from his family, his 
involvement in creating kosher Coca-Cola 
seems more and more an exception, that is, 
not typical of his rabbinic career.
 Unlike some of his peers, he did not 
aspire to larger influence in rabbinic circles; 
instead, his time overwhelmingly went to his 
congregants, attending to pressing personal 
needs. It’s also clear that he was aware of 
the problems with unmodified Coca-Cola 
at least four years before he initiated the 
process that led the company to change its 

ingredients, and when he did so, he moved 
without making his actions public. Clearly, 
his involvement was reluctant and, from its 
timing, clearly was provoked by the public 
endorsement of Coke as kosher in the January 
1931 issue of Ha-Pardes, the authoritative 
rabbinic publication edited by Rabbi Aaron 
Hapardes, and largely reflecting the views 
of the Agudath Harabonim, the principal 
Orthodox rabbinic association of the 1920s 
and 1930s. Doubtless, Rabbi Geffen read 
the issue and did so knowing full well that 
Coca-Cola contained glycerin, and glycerin 
originated from the fat of non-kosher 
animals, including pigs. While we do not 
know his family’s influence on him at the 
time, he did have a daughter who was trained 
in chemistry, so it reasonable to assume that 
he may have learned the dimensions of this 
issue from her, how glycerin was present 
not only in Coca-Cola, but in many food 
products of the time, including most types 
of ice cream, cake icing, and other soft 
drinks.
 Another clue to his approach to this 

issue lies in a silence—there is no mention 
of his activities around creating kosher 
Coca-Cola in his detailed diary. There is 
nothing about his detailed letters to other 
rabbis on the subject, his meetings with 
Coca-Cola company officials, his inspection 
of the Proctor & Gamble plant that made 
kosher glycerin from cottonseed oil, or 
his inspection of the Coca-Cola syrup and 
bottling plant in Atlanta, all of which we 
learn about either from the letters sent to 
him by other rabbis or correspondence he 
received from Coca-Cola company officials. 
There also is no mention of his activities 
in the personal correspondence of his son, 
which I was able to review in the Geffen 
family papers held by Emory University. 
I would have expected at least some 
mention if Rabbi Geffen had discussed his 
activities at home, over dinner, or in other 
conversations with his children.
 All of this tells me Rabbi Geffen 
acted on the issue of Coca-Cola with great 
reluctance and trepidation, impelled to do 
so by the great danger he saw to kosher 

food, the crossing of the line of one of the 
most fundamental prohibitions of kosher 
law, that a Jew should not consume animals 
prohibited in the Torah. Let’s remember, too, 
the era in which he was doing so, the rise of 
Nazism in Europe (Hitler comes to power 
in January 1933), and also anti-Semitism in 
the U.S., with Father Charles Coughlin, “the 
radio priest,” and his great popularity. While 
there is no evidence to go on here, I am sure 
Rabbi Geffen must have been aware, as 
well, of the danger of a public controversy 
about Coke’s ingredients rebounding, in 
some way, against Jews more generally.
 So, his decision to commence his 
campaign must not have come easily and 
informed his approach to keep matters 
as quiet as possible—and yet to be firm 
in his arguments, even as in doing so 
he contradicted leaders of America’s 
Orthodox rabbinic hierarchy. His victory 
was remarkable and, in time, changed the 
direction of kosher law and the approach by 
rabbis to certifying modern industrial food. 

Kosher USA
From page 31

Healthy Eating with JF&CS’ Health 
Power Initiative: (front, from left) 
Norma Hatheway, Marcia Asher, 
Julia Alvo, Belinda Ossip, and Sara 
T. Spotts; and (back) Helen Alperin, 
Frank de Peterse III

CAREGIVER RETREAT. On May 26, two 
dozen family caregivers attended JF&CS’ 
10th annual Caregiver Retreat, held at 
The William Breman Jewish Home, in 
Buckhead. The retreat is an opportunity for 
individuals taking care of an older adult to 
get a much-needed break, through social 
and educational activities and pampering. 
This year, the caregivers participated in 
a therapeutic drum circle, shared a meal, 
socialized, learned about community 
resources like the Alzheimer’s Association 
and the Center for the Visually Impaired, 
and participated in discussions about elder 
law and estate planning, with attorneys 
Chris Brannon and Paul Black.
 The Caregiver Retreat is one of 
the perks of JF&CS’ Caregiver Support 
Services, which provides low-income 
family caregivers with case management 
services, financial assistance, and emotional 

The Toco Hills NORC visits Toccoa Falls

support. In addition, JF&CS offers a number 
of monthly caregiver groups, at its office 
in Dunwoody and other locations. These 
groups, led by licensed clinicians, are for 
family caregivers who desire a supportive, 
safe space for peer-to-peer discussions of 

caregiving issues. For the complete schedule 
of upcoming groups, visitJF&CS.docx ytfl.
org/calendar. For more information about 
Caregiver Support Services, call 770-677-
9411.

Caregivers enjoy participating in a drum circle at JF&CS’s 10th annual 
Caregiver Retreat.
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 Boy Scout Troop 73 reached a 
milestone recently, as Dawson Moreno and 
brothers Daniel and Joseph Nixon became 
Eagle Scouts in a special Court of Honor. 
This brought to 50 the total number of Eagle 
Scouts from the troop. And, since it takes 21 
merit badges to become an Eagle, this also 
means Troop 73 Eagle Scouts have earned 
more than 1,000 badges.
 The troop has been sponsored by 
Congregation Or V’Shalom for almost 
60 years. Therefore, it follows the Jewish 
traditions in regard to dietary and holiday 
observance. However, membership is open 
to all boys, regardless of religious affiliation. 
(The troop also welcomes boys with special 
needs.)
 Mr. Josiah Benator, Troop 73’s 
acclaimed long-term Scoutmaster, has 
assembled a stellar group of parents to help 
him run the troop and prepare the boys for 
their Eagle Scout awards. The parents are 
active participants in troop activities. Many 

men chaperone and help on camping trips. 
The mothers are a vital part of helping to 
prepare their sons for the merit badges 
necessary to obtain the rank of Eagle Scout.
 A boy becomes an Eagle Scout by 
earning 21 merit badges, on topics such as 
citizenship, outdoor skills, technology, and 
personal responsibility. The Eagle rank 
also requires the Scout to develop, lead, 
and report on a project of his choosing. 
These are typically public service projects 
for schools, religious institutions, and non-
profit organizations. The Scouts work very 
hard on their chosen projects, and may 
obtain help from other members of the 
troop, as well as adults, who help them learn 
the skills necessary for completion. 
  Troop 73 meets at Congregation OVS, 
on Wednesdays, at 8:00 p.m. For more 
information, contact Assistant Scoutmaster 
Ed Heller, at 770-394-1190, or Scoutmaster 
Josiah Benator, at 404-634-2137.

Boy Scout Troop 73 reaches a milestone

Troop 73 ready to hit the trail

At Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico Camping at Philmont Scout RanchRunning the rapids

 The Schusterman Visiting Israeli 
Artists Program will bring 14 Israeli 
artists-in-residence to top universities 
during the 2016-2017 academic year. 
The program, an initiative of the Israel 
Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based 
academic institute that enhances the study 
of modern Israel, brings Israeli filmmakers, 
choreographers, musicians, writers, 
and visual artists for residencies at top 

un ive r s i t i e s 
and other 
c u l t u r a l 
organizations, 
p r i m a r i l y 
in North 
A m e r i c a . 
The Charles 
and Lynn 
Schusterman 
F a m i l y 
F o u n d a t i o n 
founded the 
program in 
2008.  
 F r o m 

August 10-December 10, 2016, Ella Ben-
Aharon will be in residence at Kennesaw 
State University. A choreographer, 
Ben-Aharon has a particular interest in 
multidisciplinary collaboration with such 
fields as architecture and video. Her work 
has been presented in Israel, Europe, 
Brazil, and a number of United States 
venues, including Joyce SoHo; Danspace 

P r o j e c t , 
New York; 
R E D C AT , 
Los Angeles; 
and others. 
Ben-Aharon 
is on the 
faculty of the 
J e r u s a l e m 
Academy of 
Dance and 
Music and 
has been a 
guest teacher 
at American 
universities 

as well. 

 From January 4-May 5, 2017, Nitzan 
Gilady will be in residence at Emory 
University. Filmmaker Gilady’s first 
feature, Wedding Doll, won two of the 
nine Israeli Film Academy awards for 
which it was nominated in 2015. The 
film has been screened at festivals around 
the world and is now released jointly 
by two prestigious distributors, Strand 
Releasing and Outsider Pictures. Gilady’s 
documentaries, on subjects as varied as 
the Gay Pride Parade in Jerusalem and a 
group of Palestinian, Israeli, and Jordanian 
actors—have earned him 13 international 
awards and have been screened at more 
than 120 international film festivals. 
 Other artists and institutions are: 
Kiki Keren-Huss, University of Virginia; 
Ya’ara Moses, Connecticut College; Ella 
Rothschild, Howard University; Tom 
Weinberger, State University New York, 
Purchase College; Roee Ben Sira, Florida 
State University; Shahar Biniamini, 
UCLA; Iris Erez, Reed College; Eran 
Hadas, Caltech; Dana Ivgy, San Diego 
State University; Daniel Landau, UCLA; 

Lilach Nethanel, Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universität München; and Ilan Volkov, 
Columbia University. 
 “What makes The Schusterman 
Visiting Israeli Artist Program unique 
and so effective is that it allows 
members of the host community and the 
visiting artists to connect in a variety of 
settings, from formal to informal, over a 
significant period of time, rather than the 
more traditional one-off experience,” says 
Marge Goldwater, the program’s director. 
 “As we look back on the last eight 
years, we see that the success of the 
residencies has prompted host institutions 
to find ways to bring Israeli cultural 
leaders to their communities after the 
Schusterman artist has left.” 
 Since the program launched, there 
have been 68 residencies, featuring 
78 artists. The artists have included a 
recipient of The Israel Prize, Israel’s most 
prestigious award; an Emmy nominee; 
recipients of Israel’s highest literary 
awards; and many winners of multiple 
Israeli Oscars. 

Two Atlanta-area institutions to participate in the 
2016-2017 Schusterman Visiting Israeli Artists Program

Ella Ben-Aharon
Nitzan Gilady 

(photo: Shaxaf Hafar)
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Come Home for A Visit! 
Travel to Israel with JNF on one of our group trips or join 
our weekly day tour visiting projects in the Northern Negev.

“JNF is an intellectual concept until you travel to Israel and see firsthand 
what we do.... we change lives!” 

– Alan Wolk, JNF Southeast Board President 

UPCOMING TOURS:

Spirit of Israel Tour 
October 20 - 27, 2016

Queen of Sheba: Women for Israel Tour 
November 10 - 16, 2016

IsraelH2O: A Tour on the Trail of Israel’s Water Solutions 
December 1 - 8, 2016

50th Anniversary of Jerusalem’s Reunification Mission 
May 21 - 30, 2017

For more information about travel opportunities  
with JNF, visit jnf.org/travel or call 877.563.8687.
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discusses the handling and serving of food 
made on dairy or meat equipment. Check 
with Judaica Corner to purchase this book. 
It is also available directly from Artscroll 
and on Amazon.

KOSHER BBQ NEWS

• The 4th Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ 
Competition is seeking sponsorships! On 
Sunday, September 25, this e v e n t 
will return to Brook 
Run Park. Last 
year, it drew a 
record-breaking 
crowd of 5,000 
attendees and 
25 teams. 
The Atlanta 
lodges of the 
Hebrew Order of 
David International are t h e 
competition presenters. To register a team, 
visit theatlantakosherbbq.com. Potential 
sponsors and vendors can also find additional 
information and online registration forms at 
TheatlantaKosherBBQ.com. Contact the 
coordinating committee, at marketing@
TheatlantaKosherBBQ.com or 770-580-
3897.

• In a first for Atlanta, a Texas kosher BBQ 
maven rolled into town on July 4, with 
his kosher food truck. Chaim (Howard) 
Goldfeder served up BBQ and sides 
at Congregation Beth Jacob. Born and 
brought up in Baltimore, Maryland, he 
was always involved in the food industry. 
When he moved to Dallas, 16 years ago, 
his involvement continued, especially when 
he discovered BBQ. About six years ago, 
he and his son built a smoker and started 
playing; soon, it became a business. The 

Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

 It’s summer in Atlanta—time for fresh 
tomatoes, basil, squash, cucumbers, and 
all the vegetables of the Southern summer 
garden. In my house, July provides my 
favorite meals, and almost every dish 
includes olive oil, tomatoes, and basil. Of 
course, it’s also time for fresh blueberries 
and peaches. Yumm. 
 For the past two summers, I have been 
at war with squirrels sharing my bounty. 
Actually, sharing is a misnomer, as they 
seem to be eating almost everything. This 
year, after researching the issue, I purchased 
some rubber snakes and have scattered them 
through the garden, alongside my realistic 
ceramic owl. I will let you know who wins 
the garden battle.

MONDAY NIGHT BREWING. Monday 
Night Brewing is an Atlanta-based craft 
brewery. Its specialty is beer for weeknights, 
crafted ales that complement everyday 
meals. And the best news, the beer is now 

AKC kosher certified.
 The concept for MNB grew out of a 
small Atlanta Bible study group, whose 
members started brewing beer together on 
Monday nights, as a way to get to know 
each other better. As MNB became more 
ingrained in the industry and more people 
started showing up to brew with them, beer 
quickly became more than just a weeknight 
hobby. After five years of perfecting the 
beers, they were brought to market. Each 
beer is meant to pair with foods, similar to 
wine pairing.
 For example, Slap Fight goes with 
spicy curries, citrus, chicken, and key lime 
pie. Nerd Alert is suggested with pizza, 
burgers, fish, and light spice. There is also 
Blind Pirate, Fu Man Brew, Drafty Kilt, 
and Eye Patch Ale. Sounds like fun, doesn’t 
it? To learn about all of the beers, visit 
mondaynightbrewing.com/beers. Brewery 

tours are offered as well.

JULIE MENI, CERTIFIED KOSHER 
CATERER. Atlanta has a new AKC-
certified kosher caterer. Julie Meni, who 
formerly worked with The Spicy Peach, 
has launched her own business. Starting 
in July, she will be accepting orders for 
all occasions and events, including bar/
bat mitzvahs, weddings, and small orders 
for pick-up for everyday and Shabbos. 
In addition, she hopes to provide a by-
reservation community “restaurant” meal 
once monthly. 
 Julie says her catering centers around 
the client experience, with an emphasis on 
spices, presentation, and taste. “With over 
30 years of experience, I believe that each 
event is measured by the quality of the food 
served—and that’s where I come in.” 
 Julie attended the Tadmor Culinary 
School, in Israel, and then she worked in 
several restaurants in Israel and New York. 
Learn more about Julie from her Facebook 
page, Julie’s Kosher Catering, or contact her 
at juliemeni@gmail.com.

AN IMPORTANT BOOK FOR THE 
KOSHER HOME. I have recently added 
The Kosher Kitchen—A Practical Guide 
(Artscroll-Mesorah) by Rabbi Binyomin 
Forst to my home library. No, this is not 
a cookbook. It is a well-written, well- 

indexed, easy-
t o - u n d e r s t a n d 
guide, answering 
questions and 
sharing details 
about maintaining 
a kosher kitchen. 
Most people find 
that, as they learn 
the intricacies of 
keeping kosher, 
it becomes much 
simpler. The book 

is an organized reference for a newly kosher 
or longtime kosher cook. As we all know, 
there is always something new to learn. 
 The guide covers kitchen dilemmas, 
such as what to do with a dairy utensil found 
in a meat dishwasher, which vegetables 
are considered “sharp” and cannot be 
interchanged between dairy and meat meals, 
why bread prepared in a meat oven cannot 
be eaten with a dairy meal, and more. It also 

Put some overtime
toward yourself.
Don’t let the 9-to-5 grind you down.
With regular massage treatments, 
you’ll find the energy to climb even
higher on the corporate ladder.

Introductory 1-hour massage

with free aromatherapy
 $4999

Introductory 1-hour essential custom facial

with free aromatherapy 
 $5999

NORTH DRUID HILLS
2484 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 35 

Atlanta Ga 30329
678 932 8204

 Monday – Friday 9 AM to 9 PM
Saturday – 9 AM to 7 PM
Sunday –10 AM to 6 PM

Chaim Goldfeder
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next step was a large BBQ pit attached to a 
mobile trailer and then a full service-catering 
kitchen in Dallas. Among other pop-ups, he 
has traveled to San Antonio, Baltimore, and 
Silver Spring. Texas Kosher is available for 
private events and fundraisers. Online, visit 
texaskosherbbq.com for more information.

FRIENDS IN THE NEWS

 Two friends are in the national news…
and even though this is a digression from 
food, I can’t resist sharing! 
 Dr. Paul Oberman is the associate head 
of the Upper School of the Atlanta Jewish 
Academy. So, what does he do in his free 
time? He pursues one of his hobbies, which 
is stand-up comedy. Dr. Oberman has been 
sharing his avocation on open mike stages 

around Atlanta, and now he has made it to 
the finals in the national “Funniest Jewish 
Comedian” competition, sponsored by The 
Jewish Week held at the Broadway Comedy 
Club in New York City. I am delighted to 
report that we were there in person for the 
show, and Paul tied for third place. Now 
Atlanta can boast that this distinguished and 
respected creative head of school is also the 
third funniest amateur Jewish comedian in 
America. 
 Dr. Deborah Lipstadt, Dorot Professor 
of Modern Jewish History and Holocaust 
Studies, at Emory University, has published 
several acclaimed books and articles about 
the Holocaust. And now, her bestselling book 
Denying the Holocaust will be premiering 
as a film this fall, starring Rachel Weisz and 
Tom Wilkinson. The story shares Deborah’s 
courtroom battle for historical truth to prove 
that the Holocaust actually occurred, when 
David Irving, a renowned denier, sued her 
for libel. Yes, the Oscar buzz has begun and 
is already surrounding this film. 

Dr. Paul Oberman See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 43
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YOUR LOVED ONE’S FUTURE SHOULD BE BRIGHT! 

LET US HELP! CALL OR VISIT TODAY. 

678.222.7500 
bermancommons.org 

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  C A R E
BERMAN COMMONS

“Mom has been ourishing at Berman Commons since she moved in. 
While the surroundings are absolutely stunning, the caring and  

dedicated staff are what make the place feel like home. I le� Atlanta 
with my family knowing that Mom is in good hands”    

Tuesday, August 30th
Flourish Atlanta - 6:30 p.m.

Jesse Itzler
Event Chairs:  Joanne & Eddie Birnbrey | Nancy & Ronnie Galanti

Honorary Chairs: Eydie & Steve Koonin

Amanda Abrams & Ben Dorfman

Diane & Kent Alexander

Jeff Alperin

Rise Arkin

Dorita & Hal Arnold

Beth & Joel Arogeti*

Karen & David Birnbrey

Nancy & Kenny Blank

Elaine & Jerry Blumenthal*

Jennifer & Steven Bodner

Monica Brosman & Richard Maslia*

Kathe & Morris Brown*

Janet & Steven Cadranel

Linda & Steve Citron

Brad Cohen

Justine & Andre Cohen*

Brenda & Stanley Daniels*

Mamie Dayan & Steven Vogel

Amy & Pete Dosik*

Enid & Jerry Draluck*

Sam & Eddie Dressler*

Cheryl & David Eppsteiner*

Jody & Michael Feldman

Melanie & Ricky Fine

Abbey & Doug Flaum

Donna & Joel Freedman*

Beth & Jared Friedman

Robin & Darrin Friedrich

Charlene & Irwin Galanti*

Aubrey Garber & Jed Wasilewsky

Dianne Garber & David Palmer

Marianne & Stephen Garber*

Robyn & Ed Gerson

Suzy & Rick Goldman

Lynn & Marc Goldstein*

Tracey & Sammy Grant*

Ally & Jonathan Habif

Caroline & Benji Halpern

Lynne & Jack Halpern

Stacy & Ed Hyken

Deborah & Lou Jacobs

Marcia & Richard Jacobson*

Liz & Dan Karen

Avery Kastin

Alison & Jeff Kaufman

Barbara Babbit Kaufman

Hope & Craig Kaufman

Karen Kerness & Rabbi Peter Berg

Debbie & Doug Kuniansky

Michelle & Bruce Leaf*

Rick Lenner

Amy & Louis Lettes

Julie & Billy Levine

Nancy & Marshall Levine*

Heather & Jon Low*

Jen & Stan Lowenstein

Diana & David Margolis

Charlotte & Joel Marks

Jori & Brett Mendel

Carolyn Oppenheimer

Lisa & Hal Rabinowitz

Mariella & David Rachelson*

Jenny & Mitch Reiner

Ellen & Rob Rickles

Ruth & Mark Rosenberg

Julie & Jeff Rotenstreich

Allison & Scott Saffran*

Emily Sanders & Jon Margolis*

Emily & Rene Sauerteig

Julie & Jeffrey Seaman

Kimsey & Jared Seff

Beth & Jonathan Seidel

Karen & Craig Senft*

Hope & Robert Sheft

Linda & Mark Silberman*

Andrea & Doug Spear*

Helaine & Richard Sugarman*

Luci & Stan Sunshine*

Dawn & Eric Tresh*

Arin & Lorne Tritt

Helene & Stuart Tuck*

Caroline Wainright & Colby Schwartz

Brian Waronker

Jeffrey Waronker

Mitzi & Steve Waronker*

Sharon & Howard Wexler

Judy & Kevin Wolman

* Table Host Eliot J. Garber Foundation

Heather and Scott Neu  
Karen and David Birnbrey
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truck and delivered to the 
teams after the Sabbath. 
Smokers are lit around 
midnight, and cooking 
takes place throughout 
the night.
 “For the 
competitors, it’s a really 
festive night,” Pollack 
noted. “There’s a spirit 
of camaraderie and 
shared adventure—
although you only share 
so much.”

 Attendees get to sample what the 
competitors prepare, but Pollack warns that 
samples are small and are available only as 
long as supplies last. But other food will be 
available for purchase during the event.

Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

 With the arrival of summer, here is a list 
of frozen beverages to keep you cool. This is 
valid only for 2016.
 Various gas stations and stores carry 
frozen slushy-type drinks. If the station or 
store is using the following varieties, one may 
buy them. It is best to actually confirm that the 
syrup that goes into the machine is, in fact, the 
one that is listed. Sometimes the brand listed 
on the machine is not what is being used. 

QT FREEZONIS (Non-Dairy)

Cola, Orange Crème, Rooster Booster, 
Strawberry Banana, Wally Puckerberry, and 
White Cherry

QT FOUNTAIN DRINKS (Non-Dairy)

Cherry Additive, Rooster Booster Energy, 
Rooster Booster Lite, and Vanilla Additive

QT FROZEN DRINKS (Dairy)

Frozen Cappuccino (Granita), Frozen Caramel 

Latte, and Horchata Smoothie (Granita)

ICEE BRAND FROZEN BEVERAGE 
SYRUPS

Aid, Banana Orange, Berry Blast, Blender 
Margarita, Blue Bubble Gum, Blue 
Raspberry, Blue Strawberry, Blueberry, 
Burgundy Grape, Cherry Lemonade, Cherry 
Mist, Cola I, Cola II, Country Red, Golden 
Punch, Grape-A-Licious, Grape, Green 
Apple, Hurricane, Lemon Frost, Lemon 
Lime, Mountain Mist, Orange, Orange 
Crème, Orange Pineapple, Peach, Peach 
Mango, Pepper, Pina Colada, Pineapple 
Banana, Pink Lemonade, Raspberry 
Lemonade, Red Cherry, Red Strawberry 
Kiwi, Sour Lemonade, Strawberry Crème, 
Sweet-N-Tart, Very Strawberry, Watermelon, 
White Cherry, White Lemon Lime, and 
Yellow Lemonade

SLURPEES

Barq’s (OU): Diet Red Creme Soda, Diet 
Root Beer, Floatz, French Vanilla Cream, 
Diet French Vanilla Crème, Delaware Punch, 
Root Beer, Crème, Red Crème, and Caffeine 
Free Root Beer

Coca-Cola (OU): Classic, Black Cherry, 
Cherry, Vanilla, and Diet Frost Cherry

Crystal Light (OK): Strawberry Banana, 

Strawberry Kiwi, Tangerine Lime, Raspberry 
Lemonade, Cherry Limeade, Raspberry Ice, 
Orange Pineapple Ice, Passionfruit, Wild 
Strawberry, Lemonade, Lemon Lime, Berry 
Pomegranate, Apple Mango, and Peach 
Mango

Dr. Pepper (CRC): Dr. Pepper, Cherry 
Vanilla, and Sour Patch Kids

Fanta (OU): Banana Split (Dairy), Pina 
Colada (Dairy), Green Lemon Lime, Wild 
Cherry, Strawberry Banana, Mango Melon, 
Grape, Strawberry Crème, Green Melon, 
Banana, Blackberry, Berry Blaster, Birch 
Beer, Mango Passionfruit, Lemon Meringue, 
Super Watermelon, Kiwi Strawberry, Super 
Sour Cherry, Ginger Ale, Apple, Vanilla, 
Pineapple, Orange Xplosion, Wild Cherry-
Reduced Calorie, Super Sour Apple, 
Pomegranate Passion Fruit, Blue Raspberry, 
Orange Cream, Super Sour Watermelon, 
Purple For The People, Cherry, Orange KZ3 
Battle Fuel, Blue Cherry, Sugar-Free Lite 
Strawberry Banana, Yumberry, Lime Vanilla, 
Lemon Creme, Sugar-Free Cherry Limeade, 
Berry Lemonade, Watermelon Lime, White 
Cherry Blitz, Berry Citrus Slam, Blackberry-
Pomegranate, Mixed Berry, Strawberry 
Lemonade, Sugar-Free Pineapple Coconut 
Lime, Sugar-Free Mango Passionfruit, Sugar-
Free Lite Mango Lemonade, Strawberry 
Pineapple, Strawberry Lemonshade, Peach 
Raspberry, Sugar-Free Watermelon Punch, 
Kumquat Orange, Watermelon, Mango Kick, 
Orange, Oddball Orange, and Sugar-Free 
Lite Mango

Hawaiian Punch (CRC): Green Berry Rush, 
Berry Lime Blast, Lemon Berry Squeeze, 
Bodacious Berry, Fruit Juicy Red, Mazin 
Melon, Berry Limeade Blast, Polar Blast, 
and Blue Lightning

Jolly Rancher: Watermelon (Dairy), Bubble 
Yum (Dairy), and Green Apple (Dairy)

Master Chill (OU): Cherry Limeade, Sour 
Green, Sour Strawberry, Cafe Latte (Pareve), 
Purple Vanilla S’crème, Bruisin Berry, 
Strawberry Crème, Red Licorice, Sour Blue 
Raspberry, Vanilla Crème, White Plum 
Grape, Raspberry Acai, and Lemonade

Minute Maid (OU): Peach, Lemonade, 
Raspberry Lemonade, Pineapple, Orange, 
Cherry, Grape, Blue Cherry, Strawberry, and 
Blueberry

Pepsi (Rabbi Charlop): Wicked Apple 
Freeze, Sugar Rush Vanilla Cream, Diet 
Pepsi (Dairy), Mango Sorbet, Sugar Rush, 
Pepsi, Red Apple, Blackberry Lime Freeze, 
and Cherry Vanilla

Slurpuccino (OU): Hazelnut and Cafe Latte

Sprite (OU): Snowball Blast, 6Mix, Sugar-
Free Sprite Cranberry, and Sugar-Free Sprite

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.

 The 4th Annual Atlanta 
Kosher BBQ Competition 
will return September 25 
to Brook Run Park for 
the second straight year 
following a record-breaking 
25 teams and more than 
5,000 visitors at last year’s 
event. The Atlanta lodges of 
the Hebrew Order of David 
International, the BBQ 
competition presenters, have 
put out the call for teams and sponsors.
 “We grew exponentially in attendance 
and team participation last year,” said Jody 
Pollack, president of HOD Lodge Shimshon 
and event committee chairman. “With 
a continuing interest in food events and 
barbeque cooking and increased awareness 
of our event, we expect to be bigger. We had 
teams from New York competing last year, 
and we had a father and son from Canada, 
who made a special trip to Atlanta just to 
attend. With more sponsors and attendees, 
we’ll be able to make greater contributions 
to the charities supported by our four metro 
Atlanta lodges.”
 Kosher barbeque competitions are 
growing in popularity in North America, 
as Jewish communities embrace both the 

preparation and taste of 
barbeque that follows 
the rules of kashrut. 
While it is a given that 
only kosher meat will be 
used, competitors need 
to take into account that 
the process of koshering 
meat, includes soaking 
and salting the meat to 
remove blood. Teams will 

be judged on ribs, brisket, 
chicken, and beans.
 “Kosher meat is saltier than non-kosher 
meat, and contestants need to take that into 
account when preparing the sauces and rubs 
that they use to season their meat,” said 
Pollack, who has competed in competitions 
in the Southeast. “And, of course, the laws 
of kashrut prohibit the mixing of meat and 
dairy products. You don’t have to be Jewish 
to enter, but you need to follow the rules to 
the letter.”
 One other twist for a kosher BBQ 
competition is the timing. Because of 
the Jewish Sabbath, contestants need 
to prepare their entries under rabbinic 
supervision—provided by the Atlanta 
Kashruth Commission for this event—on 
the Thursday preceding the competition. 
The meat is then locked in a refrigerated 

Ready, set…BBQ!

2015 Grand Champions Overall: 
Grillin’ Tefillin team members (from 
left) Matt Dickson, Keith Marks, Brian 
Mailman, Michael Funk, and Howard 
Robbins

 In addition to the competition, there 
will be music provided by the Atlanta Jewish 
Music Festival and attractions for children.
 Teams are encouraged to register now, 
at TheAtlantaKosherBBQ.com, and then 
practice all summer. Sponsors, artisan 
vendors, and business vendors can find 
additional information and registration forms 
on the website. For additional information, 
contact marketing@TheatlantaKosherBBQ.
com or 770-580-3897.

Ribs will be among the items judged 
in the 4th Annual Atlanta Kosher 
BBQ Competition
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By Belle Klavonsky

LAG B’OMER CELEBRATION. Atlanta 
Jewish Academy students celebrated the 
holiday of Lag B’Omer outside, as is 
traditional. Upper School students enjoyed 
a classic Lag B’Omer bonfire, which they 
used to roast marshmallows and make 
s’mores. Lower and Middle School students 
were divided into six brightly clad Maccabi 
Game teams, competing in events like tug 
of war, limbo, and balloon tosses, as well 
as demonstrating good sportsmanship 
and engaging in random acts of kindness. 
Here, kindergartener Max Frushtick blows 
a bubble for the Lag B’Omer Field Day, 
enjoyed by AJA Early Childhood students. 
(photo: Emily Pullman)

OVERNIGHT AT THE ZOO. First-graders 
at AJA created and sold “wish bracelets” to 
raise funds for their annual overnight trip 
to Zoo Atlanta, which finally took place at 
the end of the school year. Accompanied 
by parents and teachers, the first-graders 
watched presentations and had the chance 
to meet some animals up close, before they 
retired to their sleeping bags. In the morning, 
they enjoyed a private tour of the zoo. Here, 
first grader Cobi Beresin rides the zoo train 
with his father, Todd. (photo: Beth Intro)

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD. Can you make a 
device that will hold a raw egg and prevent 
it from breaking when dropped? This was 

just one of the events in which third- and 
fourth- graders participated, during AJA’s 
Annual Science Olympiad. This program, 
which offers a wide range of sessions in 
physical, life, and earth sciences, is a fun 
and exciting day that students look forward 
to for months. Here, Shayna Robins, winner 
of the egg protector contest in her division, 
shows off her winning design.

GRADUATES. AJA’s Upper School 
graduation speakers were David Bokman, 
managing director, head of Ultra High 
Net Worth Resources for Morgan Stanley 
(keynote), Head of School Rabbi Pinchos 
Hecht; Board President Ian Ratner; 
Valedictorian Abby Stein; and Salutatorian 
Greg Shapiro. Graduates pictured are 
(back, from left) are Dean Alkalay, Greg 
Shapiro, Jesse Cann, Adam Alsberg, Jacob 
Adler, Adam Arbiser, Ariel Mordoch, 
and Avi Rappoport; (middle) Aharon 
Davidson, Daniella Sokol, Rachel Kahen, 
Abby Stein, Eleanor Parker, Batel Man, 
and Dauren Parker; and (front) Maia Dori, 
Michelle Khandadash, Rachel Rosenberg, 
Shira Solomon, Oryah Bunder, and Nicole 
Nooriel. Not pictured: Avi Greene and Gil 
Vayner

THE NEXT STEP. AJA’s Middle Schoolers 
marked their promotion to high school 

with a beautiful graduation ceremony and 
received recognition for their academic 
achievements. The Keter Shem Tov 
Award went to Josh Anderson and Eliana 
Dosetareh; the Hadassah Chesed Award 
was presented to Aidyn Levin; the Head of 
School Award was taken by Eitan Linsider, 
Hannah Solon, and Sophie Steinberg; and 
the Ephraim Frankel Award went to Aden 
Dori and Zach Mainzer. Additionally, the 
Linda Gross Scholarship was presented 
to rising eighth-grader Shayna Shapiro. 
Pictured: (from left) Eliana Dosetareh, Aden 
Dori, Zach Mainzer, and Eitan Linsider

STUDENT COUNCIL. AJA Upper School 
students, teachers, and administrators 
participated in choosing the 2016-2017 
Student Council. The officers are Co-
Presidents Brooke Ratner (senior) and 
Maayan Schoen (who achieved the office 
although she is a junior); Vice President 
Shaun Regenbaum (senior); Treasurer 
Sammy Frankel (junior); and Secretary 
Jonathan Nooriel (junior). During the 
summer break, the council is planning new 
and improved programs for Upper School 
students. Pictured: (from left) Maayan 
Schoen, Brooke Ratner, Shaun Regenbaum, 
Sammy Frankel, and Jonathan Nooriel

TENNIS CHAMPS. It was a great season 
for tennis at The Davis Academy. The 
girls team (pictured) won the MAAC 
championship for the second year in a 
row, while the boys came in second place. 
Team members were Ashley Costley, 

Adam Weintraub, Evan Elster, Jordy 
Elster, Joshua Forman, Sy Polekoff, Ethan 
Goldberg, Jonah Medoff, Amalia Haviv, Eli 
Minsk, Andrew Altmann, Eric Sherman, 
Alec Rosenberg, Jordyn Rosenberg, Dara 
Grocer, Oren Panovka, Jack Klafter, Lindy 
Feintuch, Sarah Rosenberg, Shoshana Katz, 
Jenny Rice, and Gal Rocabado, coached by 
Anna Woodring and Martha Chatlen.
 

DISTINGUISHED ALUM. The Davis 
Academy welcomed back Class of 2008 
Alumna Leah Michalove, who spoke to the 
Class of 2016 on graduation night, June 
2 (pictured). Michalove, a 2016 Emory 
University graduate, was selected as a 
Rhodes Scholar and will study in Oxford, 
England, for the next few years. She told 
the newest Davis graduates that one of the 
most valuable lessons she learned as a Davis 
Academy student was to ask good questions; 
she encouraged them to make a difference in 
their own lives and in the world by not being 
afraid to ask hard questions. 
 

DOING GOOD. Just before many students 
left for vacations and their own summer 
camps, Davis Academy fifth-graders spent 
a day at URJ Camp Coleman in Cleveland, 
Georgia, helping to prepare for this year’s 
group of children attending Camp Jenny. 
They had also collected backpacks for 
the campers. Through Camp Jenny, less 
privileged kids have an opportunity to enjoy 
the fun of the camp over the long Memorial 
Day weekend. Pictured: (from left) Adi 
Levy, Justin Wolfson, Jack Janko, Noah 
Rosenberg, and Eran Krug

TAKING FLIGHT. As Davis Academy 
Mechina and kindergarten students 
cheered, teacher Jill Rosenbluth released 
butterflies that the children had observed 
metamorphose from caterpillars in their 
classrooms (pictured). The butterfly theme 
symbolized this school year, as Davis began 
its transformation with the construction of 
the Next Stage Capital Campaign projects: a 
600-seat theater, communal spiritual space, 
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new adaptive classrooms, and a state-of-
the art kitchen and dining hall, scheduled 
for completion in January 2017. All Davis 
students and faculty members contributed 
to a colorful butterfly art project that was 
installed in the Lower School lobby at the 
beginning of the school year.
 

VERSES ON THE GREEN. In the week 
before school ended, students in sixth 
and seventh grade read traditional and 
original poems and performed scenes 
from Shakespeare’s The Tempest and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, in a coffee 
house-type setting, in front of their peers. 
They called their event “Verses on the 
Green.” The students performed beautifully, 
and the audience was engaged and inspired 
by each of the readings. Pictured: seventh-
grader Stephen Rusnak

SPECIAL GUEST. In May, The Davis 
Academy welcomed a very special guest, 

Israeli-American David Blatt, pro basketball 
coach and former pro player, who toured the 
Middle School and took time to speak to 
sixth- and seventh-graders (pictured). 

NEW SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP. In 
memory of his late wife Marlene (z”l), 
Les Capouya has established The Marlene 
Duwell Capouya Science Scholarship, at 
The Weber School, a $500 award going to 
the senior female student with the highest 
cumulative GPA in her science classes. 
The inaugural recipient of this scholarship 
is Emily Duner. Marlene’s (z”l) and Les’ 
daughter, Rachel Capouya (Class of 2009), 
who is currently working on a Ph.D. in plant 
pathology at The Ohio State University, 
presented the award to Emily at Weber’s 
recent Awards Night. Pictured: (from left) 
Rachel Capouya, Kalpana Kini, and Emily 
Duner

WEBER JOINS GHSA. The Weber School 
is becoming a full-time interscholastic 
member of the Georgia High School 
Association, allowing it to compete with 
North Atlanta/Sandy Springs/Roswell/
Alpharetta area private schools and public 
and private schools throughout Georgia. 
Weber continues to compete in select sports 
with its local Georgia Independent Schools 
Association rivals. Pictured: (Back, from 
left) Isabel Berlin, Zoe Bagel, Caroline 
Perlis, JoJo Rinzler, Daniele Stein, Emily 
Berlin, Ilana Gorod, Karin Videlefsky, 
Emma Rinzler, Bailee Yoels, Sammi 
Nozick, and Aliza Abusch-Magder; and 
(front) Gabby Kasten, Judith Terushkin, 
Rachel Stinar, Ashley Spector, Emily 
Duner, Cassidy Aronin, Madison Tessler, 
and Lindsey Gelernter

AMERICAN HUMANITIES 
EXPERIENCE. The Weber School is 
introducing the American Humanities 
Experience, an interdisciplinary approach 
to the study of American history, literature, 
and Judaism. AHE will challenge juniors 
to think beyond traditional disciplinary 

boundaries and paradigms, while exploring 
content and ideas at a sophisticated, 
multi-perspective level. Each student 
will complete an integrated research 
project. Spearheaded by (from left) social 
studies teacher Rachel Rothstein, English 
Department Chair Sam Bradford, Jewish 
studies teacher Joey Heyman, and Social 
Studies Department Chair Kevin Goldberg, 
AHE will position students for the senior-
year Honors Capstone Seminar. 

AMERICAN HISTORY TOURNAMENT. 
Kevin Goldberg’s 11th-grade students at The 
Weber School competed head-to-head in 
May Madness, a single-elimination bracket 
challenge. To advance in the tournament, 
students had to produce short videos 
explaining why their chosen historical figure 
was more significant than their opponent’s 
historical figure. This year’s winner was 
Mattie Rosen, whose tongue-in-cheek 
video about Emily Dickinson features the 
popular, satirical game show “Make Them 
Plea.” The excitement of the tournament 
was reminiscent of March Madness, with 
students filling out brackets (pictured) and 
analyzing why certain historical figures may 
be more fit for advancing than others. 

MODERN JEWISH HISTORY MUSEUM. 
Students in Rachel Rothstein’s modern 
Jewish history class at The Weber School 
created exhibits for a Modern Jewish History 
Museum, open to the entire school. Students 
were challenged to create exhibits about 
topics not covered in class, giving them a 
chance to explore their own interests through 
a Jewish historical lens. Student exhibits 
displayed important artifacts, images, 

technology, and symbolic interpretations 
that captured the modern Jewish experience 
in a variety of new and compelling ways, as 
shown here with a project by Relly Hayut

AN INTIMATE LOOK. Weber students in 
Amber Singleton’s 3-D art class and Benita 
Carr’s digital photography class visited 
the Jean-Michel Basquiat and Vik Muniz 
exhibitions at The High Museum of Art. 
After seeing the “photographic delusions” of 
Vik Muniz, freshman Aliza Abusch-Magder 
has a newfound appreciation for artists who 
use their medium to bring social justice 
causes to a wide audience. Ms. Singleton’s 
students were intrigued by Basquiat’s 
notebooks, on display alongside some of his 
major works, noting that recurring themes 
and symbols from his notebooks appear in 
his final artwork. Pictured: Harry Goldfein, 
in front of Jean-Michel Basquit’s Crown 
1983

YOUNG SCHOLARS. The Epstein 
School announced that 16 seventh-graders 
scored high enough on the ACT to receive 
recognition from the Duke University Talent 
Identification Program. The Duke TIP is the 
largest of its kind in the nation, with 6,000 
participating junior high and middle schools 
a 16-state region. Max Young received 
Grand Level recognition; the rest received 
State Level recognition. Pictured: (back, 
from left) Nolan Goldklang, Jonah Glenn, 
Max Young, Isaac Jaye, Bradley Friedrich, 
and Jacob Panitch; (middle) Hallie Schiff, 
Gray Schneider, Maddie Lampert, Ryan 
Diamond, and Ryan Cohen; and (front) Roy 
Ben-Haim, Rachel Cohn, Lauren Cohn, 
and Hannah Dobkin; (not pictured) Rachel 
Mayer

TRACK & FIELD. Epstein students who 
brought home honors from the 2016 Metro 
Atlanta Athletic Conference Middle School 
Championships included: eighth-grader Tal 
Brill (1st place, discus; 2nd place, triple 
jump; 3rd place, shot put), eighth-grader 
Josh Aronstein (1st place, 400-meter dash; 
3rd place, 800-meter run); seventh-grader 
Isaac Jaye (2nd place, discus), eighth-grader 

See CLASS NOTES, page 42
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TORAH INSPIRED. TDSA seventh-grade 
girls concluded their study of Nevi’im 
(prophets) by creating an archaeological dig 
based on their studies, as shown here. 

SCIENCE EXPO. Sixth- and seventh-
graders at TDSA held a Science Expo, 
featuring creative cell analogies and 
experiments utilizing the study of the 
scientific method. Here a TDSA student 
is shown with his science project display 
board.

LAG B’OMER FIELD DAY. TDSA 
students celebrated Lag B’Omer with a field 
day, which included basketball games, sack 
race relays, tug of war, half-court volleyball, 
and more. All teams were rewarded for their 
sportsmanlike participation. As pictured 
here, two TDSA students agree that all had 
a great day. 

Eitan Ventura (3rd place, pole vault), and 
seventh-grader Ella Gamson (3rd place, 
100-meter dash). The 4 x 100 meter relay 
team (Tal Brill, Josh Aronstein, Avi Young, 
and Jay Satisky) took 3rd place. Pictured: 
(from left) Eitan Ventura, Avi Young, Jay 
Satisky, Tal Brill, Isaac Jaye, Ella Gamson, 
and Josh Aronstein

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION: 
Kindergarten students from Torah Day 
School of Atlanta (TDSA) sang and 
recited the fundamentals of their Torah 
and secular knowledge for an audience of 
adoring parents, grandparents, and siblings. 
Pictured: kindergarten students turn their 
tassels

CELEBRATE. TDSA second-grade boys 
celebrated a siyum, the completion of their 
Torah study of parshas Vayeira (Genesis 
18-22). The students learned all of the 
p’sukim (verses) in the parsha (weekly 
Torah portion), with a heavy emphasis 
on grammar skills and vocabulary and by 
creating a picture of their favorite scene 
from the parsha, as show here.

Class Notes
From page 41 By Dr. Robert Friedmann 

 Too many similarities and some 
differences mark the terror attack in Tel 
Aviv, on June 8, and the terror attack in 
Orlando, on June 12.
 In Tel Aviv, two cousins inspired by 
hateful incitement blended into the crowd, 
with a mission to kill as many civilians as 
possible. They used improvised weapons 
(Carl Gustav rifles) and were able to kill four 
(one apparently died from a heart attack on 
the scene) and injured nine. They came to 
Tel Aviv illegally, from a small village near 
Hebron, in the West Bank.
 In Orlando, one person inspired by 
hateful incitement entered a crowded gay 
nightclub, with a mission to kill as many 
patrons as possible. He used an AR-15 and 
was able to kill 49 and injure 53, in what 
turned out to be the deadliest carnage in U.S. 
history. He is a U.S. citizen of Afghan origin, 
worked as a security guard, and aspired to be 
a police officer. He had been flagged twice 
by the FBI. While his first wife suggested 
there were no signs to indicate he intended 
to commit a terror attack, his second wife is 
facing a possible grand jury investigation as 
a possible accessory.
 The immediate apparent difference 
between horrendous outcomes of the 
two attacks is in the type of weapon and 
ammunition used. Had the Tel Aviv attackers 
used similar weapons, the carnage would 
have been far greater than in Orlando. It 
took three hours to neutralize Omar Mateen, 
and, while thirty lives were saved, the 
carnage already took place. His father’s 
anti-gay views were known, and he was 
on the FBI “radar screen” twice. He might 
have still purchased the weapons, even if 
he was kept on the list, but in that case, the 
likelihood of thwarting his attack would 
have been higher. In Israel, the attack was 
in a relatively open area, while, in Orlando, 
it was in a closed area, with few exits. In 
Israel, the public and law enforcement were 
well trained, resulting in a quick response; 
in Orlando, the chaos lasted a long time, and 
it took law enforcement about three hours 
before moving forward with an attack.
 In both cases, the terrorists were 
mission-focused, knew what they wanted 
to accomplish, were familiar with the area, 
and were adherents to violent ideologies 
and narratives that sanctify the killing of 
the infidel. Not much different than those 
in San Bernardino. The fact that they were 
guided by two different sources (Palestinian 
incitement by Hamas and Fatah for the Tel 
Aviv attackers, and Islamic State for the 
Orlando shooter) is less important. What is 
relevant is that both adhered to the notion of 
killing the “enemy,” in order to achieve their 
political goals. In that sense, they aspired to 
accomplish the same objective, albeit via 
different channels.
 While several groups took responsibility 
for the Tel Aviv attack, it still appears it was 
an “inspired” act and not one directed by 
a specific group. Incitement does its job 

without requiring an organization to carry it 
out. While it seems that the Orlando terrorist 
acted alone, there are also indications (but 
no evidence) he might have received 
directives from the Islamic State. This is 
splitting hairs (at least at this point): Online 
magazines such as Inspire (Al Qaida) and 
Dabiq (Islamic State) provide very clear 
and specific “home cooking” instructions on 
how to commit terror acts, against whom, 
and where. Islamic State was quick to take 
responsibility for this attack—not surprising, 
given that part of its declared mission is to 
carry out terror acts by “homegrown” agents 
in the West.
 Beyond the reaction of shock and grief 
in Israel, there was little doubt, if any, the 
attack on June 8 was the work of terrorists. 
Israelis are all too familiar with this nefarious 
pattern. In the U.S., on the other hand, a 
terrorist attack would be “investigated,” 
even though Mateen called 911 and pledged 
allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi (leader 
of Islamic State). Obviously, the shooting 
spree in Orlando is a hate crime, as well. 
Precious time elapsed, as various media 
outlets attempted to interpret and define the 
attack as either a terrorist or hate crime. It 
was both. Hate is an underlying element 
of terrorism. It is directed against those 
who are different, namely non-adherents to 
the ideology that drives the terrorists and 
those who dispatch them. Hate underlined 
9-11, San Bernardino, Paris, Brussels, Tel 
Aviv, and now Orlando (and there are many 
others).
 Therefore, from a public safety 
perspective, protection is important. But 
if hate is the common denominator, it 
is important to assess the ideology and 
strategy, so as to minimize the likelihood of 
further victimization by terror attacks. It is 
time to understand that terrorism is a tactic 
that serves an ideology with clear political 
goals and objectives.
 There have been scores of terrorist 
attacks in the world. See, for example, the 
Global Terrorism Database on more than 
140,000 such attacks. They may appear to 
be “isolated cases,” but there is a common 
thread uniting them. And the prognosis for 
the foreseeable future is more of the same.
 We need to mourn victims whether 
they are in Brussels, Istanbul, New York, 
Orlando, Paris, San Bernardino, or Tel Aviv 
(and scores of other places). But the primary 
responsibility of a country to its citizens 
is to provide for their safety. While there 
cannot be a full guarantee of safety, much 
more should be done.

This article is reprinted with permission 
from the Institute for the Study of Global 
Antisemitism and Policy.
 
Dr. Robert R. Friedmann is founding 
director of the Georgia International Law 
Enforcement Exchange and professor 
emeritus of Criminal Justice at Georgia 
State University’s Andrew Young School of 
Policy Studies.

The terror attack at the Pulse Club in Orlando
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Matbucha
By Roseanne Lesack 

Roseanne is a former Atlantan, who now 
resides in Boca Raton, Florida. She is a 
superb special needs teacher, a vegetarian, 
and a great cook.

Since I am allergic to raw hot peppers, my 
son-in-law Neil Kalnitz (an extraordinary 
home chef) often makes this for me. 
It’s the perfect hot and spicy, tomato-y 
challah dip, especially when fresh garden 
tomatoes are available.

10 chopped Roma tomatoes, unpeeled 
2 full heads garlic, minced
2 habanero or jalapeno peppers, minced 
(Add more if you really love spicy foods.) 

 Wearing disposable gloves, remove 
pepper seeds, and mince the garlic and 
peppers in a food processor. (Careful, do 
not rub pepper into your eyes.)
In a pot, add about 1 cup olive oil, and 
then add chopped tomatoes and the 
pepper/garlic mixture. 
 Set the flame on low and simmer for 
about 2 hours, uncovered, stirring often.
 The longer you cook it down, the 
darker and thicker it will be. Add more 
oil if necessary. Add salt to taste.

-----

Rich Quinoa Salad
By Chef Julie Meni 

As a Greek dish that is rich in protein, 
this is a healthy, delicious meal in itself 
and especially nice for vegetarians. It 
is important to rinse quinoa thoroughly 
before cooking, or it leaves a little bit of 
bitter flavor. Enjoy.

1 cup cooked quinoa
2 tablespoons chopped parsley
1 small purple onion, finely diced
1/2 cup walnuts, chopped
1/2 cup finely chopped celery (optional)
1/2 cup dried cranberries
1/2 cup pomegranate seeds (optional)
2 tablespoons olive oil
A little fresh lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste

 Prepare quinoa according to package 
instructions. 
 In a large bowl, mix quinoa, walnuts, 
cranberries, parsley, celery, and onion. 
Season with olive oil, salt, pepper, and 
lemon (fresh only), and serve. 

-----

Crustless Tomato Cheese Quiche 
A favorite Scher family recipe

Fresh summer recipes
This is delicious, especially in summer, 
when fresh tomatoes and basil are available. 

Serves about 4-5.

2 plum tomatoes, chopped (peeled or not), 
or halved cherry tomatoes
2 cups Swiss cheese, shredded or grated 
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup pitted, rinsed, and drained Kalamata 
olives (optional)
1 cup chopped scallions or sweet onions, 
such as Vidalia 
1/4 cup fresh basil leaves, chopped
5 eggs
1 cup whipping cream or half and half
Optional garnish: parve bacon bits, sprinkle 
of freshly ground black or cayenne pepper

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
 Oil or butter a 9” quiche dish or a small 
casserole.
 Place cheese at bottom of prepared 
dish.
 Chop tomatoes, scallions, cheese, 
garlic, basil, and add to dish.
 Whisk eggs and cream and pour into 
dish.
 Bake for about 35-40 minutes, until set 
in center. Serve warm.

 Variation: Before baking, add 1/4 cup 
kosher faux crab or smoked salmon

-----

Deli Dill Pickles
From The New Yiddish Kitchen Cookbook 

by Simone Miller and Jennifer Robins 
(Page Street Publisher Company)

It’s hard to beat a good, old-fashioned, deli-
style pickle. Pickling can be an “uncanny” 
way to revisit memories and also stretch 
your dollar by preserving a summer harvest. 
These pickles use a short ferment time and 
are then chilled in the fridge for an easy, at-
home recipe!

Serves about 5 or more.

2 cups water
1/2 cup apple cider vinegar
1 teaspoon maple syrup
1 tablespoon sea salt
2 tablespoons minced garlic
3 dill sprigs
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1/2 teaspoon dill seed
1/2 teaspoon whole peppercorns
1/4 cup dried minced onion
5 Persian cucumbers (sliced if necessary to 
fit the jar)

 Sterilize a quart canning jar, either in 
the dishwasher or by pouring boiling water 
in it and pouring it out. 
 Combine all ingredients, except 
cucumbers, in a mixing bowl, and set aside. 
Place cucumbers in the jar, vertically, so 
they all fit snugly, but comfortably. Pour 
liquid mixture into the jar, until it covers 
the cucumbers entirely, but leave about 1/4 
inch (6 mm) of air at the top. Cover tightly, 
and allow the jar to sit at room temperature 
for 24 hours. Then, refrigerate until ready to 
eat. 
 They get better after a couple of days, 
so if you are patient, wait it out!

-----

Curried Egg Salad
Adapted From The New Yiddish Kitchen 
Cookbook by Simone Miller and Jennifer 
Robins (Page Street Publisher Company)

This egg salad offers a little more oomph 
with its added curry sprinkle. Combined 
with the Dijon, mayo, and eggs, it provides 
a great alternative to the standard edition.

Makes approximately 4 servings.

7 hardboiled eggs, peeled
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1/8 teaspoon celery salt
1/4 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
3/4 teaspoon curry powder
1/4 teaspoon sea salt
1 tablespoon dried minced onion
1/3 cup mayonnaise 

 Chop the eggs, and place them in a 
mixing bowl. Add remaining ingredients, 
and stir to combine. Chill until ready to 
serve.

Continued from page 37

SHARE YOUR FAMILY’S FAVORITE HOLIDAY RECIPES. Do you have a 
scrumptious recipe that you would like to share with our readers?
 We will be working on our Jewish New Year column shortly. If your family has a 
treasured recipe for us to consider for feature, please send it to us, along with the brief 
story behind it. If available, include a photo of the recipe or the person who made it for 
you. Sent it to kosheraffairs@gmail.com.

What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com. This column is meant to provide the 
reader with current trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. Since standards 
of kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to 
confirm reliability.

Kosher Affairs
From page 37
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JEWISH WOMEN’S FUND OF 
ATLANTA AWARDS GRANTS TO 16 
ORGANIZATIONS. Jewish Women’s 
Fund of Atlanta has issued its 2016 grant 
allocations to 16 organizations that expand 
opportunities for Jewish women and girls. 
The grantees, located both domestically 
and internationally, share JWFA’s mission 
to promote social change through a gender 
lens. 
 JWFA comprises more than 100 Jewish 
women, of all ages and backgrounds, 
who use the power of collective giving to 
find long-term solutions to problems and 
issues that impact Jewish women and girls. 
Together, over the last four years, Jewish 
Women’s Fund of Atlanta has invested 
nearly $350,000, in more than 17,500 
Jewish women and girls, to secure a safe, 
healthy, and equitable future that is full 
of possibility. No other organization is as 
exclusively and passionately dedicated to 
the advancement of Jewish women and girls 
in Atlanta and around the world. 
 The 2016 grants totaled $141,000. 

 In the impact area of Leadership 
Development, grantees are:
• Alma Pre-Army Academy for Women, 
Jewish Agency for Israel, a six-month, pre-
army leadership development program, for 
at-risk and disadvantaged young women, 
which provides tools, skills, and strategies 
to pave the way for upward social and 
financial mobility.
• jGirls Magazine, a new online publication, 
written by and for Jewish teenage girls, 
that builds leadership skills, self-esteem, 
and engagement in the Jewish community, 
while building a pipeline to a future cohort 
of Jewish female leaders.
• Women Activists for Social Rights, 
Makkom, which brings together law students 
and women who have aged out of Israel’s 
foster care system, to write and promote 
legislation concerning foster care and to 
promote leadership, self-empowerment, and 
social responsibility.
• Women for Future Leadership, WEPOWER, 
which provides unique training on gender, 
political tools, and leadership skills for local 
female leaders. Graduates become leaders 
in their communities, which will lead to 
greater gender equality and improvement in 
the status of women.
• Leadership Development Curriculum, 
Yeshivat Maharat, Inc., which uses a 
two-pronged approach to leadership 
development, first grounding students in the 
theory of leadership and then giving them 
opportunities to apply leadership skills to 
the types of challenges they will encounter 
as future community leaders.

 In the impact area of Economic Justice, 
grantees are:
• The Ehete Center, Achoti (in partnership 
with New Israel Fund), a cooperative for 
low-income Ethiopian-Israeli women to sell 
traditional crafts and improve their financial 

literacy, with a goal of fostering economic 
independence.
• Securing Israel’s Future through 
Employment, IT Works, which increases 
the employability of low-income and 
unemployed Ethiopian-Israeli women, 
by imparting finance training, soft skills 
workshops, and job search support.
• Latet Atid: To Give a Future, Latet-
Israeli Humanitarian Aid, which utilizes 
microloans and mentoring to provide low-
income Israeli women with the opportunity 
to establish their own businesses, create the 
tools to rebuild their lives, and strengthen 
their communities.
• Financial Empowerment Program for 
Haredi Girls and Young Women, Mesila 
International, Inc., which integrates 
specially developed curricula in junior 
high schools, high schools, and religious 
women’s colleges, educating students with 
knowledge and skills to take responsibility 
for their financial future.
• Crossing the Street, Women’s Spirit, which 
provides victims of violence with tools to 
achieve self-reliance and become financially 
independent and integrate successfully into 
the job market.

 In the impact area of Preventing 
Violence Against Women, grantees are:
• Legal Education and Outreach for Civil 
Action Against Get Refusal, Center for 
Women’s Justice. With the goal of freeing 
women in Israel from abusive husbands 
who will not grant a divorce, CWJ will 
implement a comprehensive educational 
initiative that complements its expanded 
litigation.
• Changing the Culture: Emory University, 
Jewish Women International, which will 
engage Jewish students at Emory University 
in meaningful education on dating abuse and 
sexual assault, in partnership with Emory 
Hillel, Sigma Delta Tau, and Zeta Beta Tau.
• Agunah Prevention Initiative in Atlanta, 
The Organization for the Resolution of 
Agunot, Inc., which informs students, 
community members, and rabbis about 
the plight of agunot, reframes get-refusal 
as a form of domestic abuse, and seeks to 
establish the signing of the Jewish prenuptial 
agreement for the prevention of get-refusal 
as a community-wide standard.
• Respect My Red/iClub, The Felicia 
Penzell Weber Jewish Community High 
School, a pilot program that will prevent 
sexual assault, harassment, and abuse 
among students, by helping adolescents 
understand unhealthy relationships and 
address disrespectful behaviors within their 
peer groups.

 In the impact area of Educational 
Advancement, grantees are:
• Project Talya, The Society for 
Advancement of Education, an intensive 
5-year course of study that operates in 
partnership with the Jerusalem College of 
Technology. Participants are highly capable 
intellectually and academically and earn 

both a high school diploma and a B.S. in 
computer science by age 19.
• Temima FOCUS (Finding Occupations, 
Careers, Universities, Success) Program, 
Temima, The Richard and Jean Katz 
High School for Girls, which provides 
Jewish high school girls with guidance in 
choosing post-secondary options suited to 
their interests, skills, values, and abilities, 
through workshops, speakers, testing, and 
college counseling.

 This November, JWFA Trustees will 
travel to Israel for the organization’s first-
ever site visit trip, to meet with grantee 
partners and other key leaders in the field of 
women’s empowerment. 
 Women interested in JWFA can learn 
more at jwfatlanta.org or can contact 
Rachel Wasserman, JWFA executive 
director, at 678-222-3716. JWFA is a proud 
philanthropic partner of Jewish Federation 
of Greater Atlanta. 

Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta 
Trustees collaborate for success 
(photo Rachel Wasserman)

FEDERATION’S 110TH ANNUAL 
MEETING. Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta’s 110th Annual Meeting took place 
June 7, at The Selig Center. 
 This year’s meeting, with the theme 
“Impact Today, Imagine Tomorrow,” 
recognized community leaders, including 
outgoing Chair of the Board Howard 
Feinsand, incoming Chair of the Board Joel 
Marks, and incoming President and CEO 
Eric Robbins.
 Community Award winners were: Amy 
Zeide, Max and Mary London “People 
Power” Award; Stacy Brown, Marilyn 
Shubin Professional Staff Development 
Award; Amy Knopf, Gerald H. Cohen 
Community Development Award; and Avery 
Kastin, Abe Schwartz Young Leadership 

Award.
 The new Board of Trustees was 
inducted at the event; for a full list, visit 
www.JewishAtlanta.org. 

Howard Feinsand, Mary and Max 
London People Power Award 
recipient Amy Zeide (center), and 
Sandy London

Marilyn Shubin, Marilyn Shubin 
Professional Development Award 
recipient Stacy Brown (center), and 
Howard Feinsand

Gary Knopf accepting the Gerald 
H. Cohen Community Development 
Award on behalf of his wife Amy 
Knopf, and Howard Feinsand

Avery Kastin, recipient of the Abe 
Schwartz Young Leadership Award, 
and Howard Feinsand

 Federation  News

Outgoing Chair of the Board Howard 
Feinsand, incoming President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta Eric 
Robbins, and incoming Chair of 
the Board Joel Marks (Photos: 
Scenesations Photography)
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Jewish Home Life Communities 
President and CEO Harley Tabak, 
incoming President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta Eric 
Robbins, Jewish Family & Career 
Services Chief Executive Officer 
Rick Aronson, and Marcus Jewish 
Community Center of Atlanta Chief 
Executive Officer Jared Powers

-----

The Women’s Lion of Judah Spring 
Celebration was held at the home of 
Viki Freeman, on May 23. Pictured: 
(from left) Women’s Philanthropy 
Campaign Chair Beth Arogeti, 
Women’s Philanthropy Campaign 
Vice Chair Stephanie Abes, and 
Marci Mitzner (Photos: Scenesations 
Photography)

2016 Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland award 
recipient Marilyn Shubin (third from 
left), with Lion of Judah Campaign 
Co-Chairs (from left) Charlotte 
Marks, Lynn Saperstein, and Linda 
Silberman

Allison Kaufman, Women’s 
Philanthropy Campaign Chair Beth 
Arogeti, and Lion of Judah Spring 
Celebration host Viki Freeman

 On May 2, more than 500 community 
leaders gathered for the Friends of the Israel 
Defense Forces Atlanta Gala Dinner, raising 
some $450,000 to support educational and 
well-being programs for the brave men and 
women of the Israel Defense Forces. The 
gala, one of the Atlanta Jewish community’s 
largest events, featured a keynote speech 
by retired British Col. Richard Kemp, 
former commander of British Forces in 
Afghanistan.

Former Commander of British Forces 
in Afghanistan Col. (ret.) Richard 
Kemp (photos: Greg Mooney)

 Kemp, an outspoken critic of Hamas 
who has defended Israeli military operations 
in testimony to the UN, lauded the IDF as 
one of the most moral armies in the world, 
saying, “I am not aware of any army that 
takes such extensive measures as does the 
IDF to protect the lives of civilians.”
 Kemp added, “No other country uses 
roof-knocks, a munition developed by Israel 
as part of a series of warning procedures—
including text messages, phone calls, and 
leaflet drops—that the IDF employs and 
are known to have saved many Palestinian 
lives.”
 The evening paid tribute to the IDF’s 
Lone Soldiers—those who decide to leave 
their countries, homes, and families in order 
to go to Israel and serve in the IDF, without 
having any immediate family in Israel.
 “Currently, there are 30 Lone Soldiers 
from Atlanta serving in the IDF—and this 
number has remained constant over the 
past few years, with new members of our 
community joining the IDF as others finish 
their service,” said FIDF National Board 
Member and Southeast Region Chairman 
Garry Sobel. “Our Lone Soldiers and their 
families represent the strength and the 

commitment of our community’s role in 
ensuring the safety and future of the State of 
Israel.”
 Attending were active-duty and former 
Israeli soldiers, as well as prominent local 
and national community leaders, including 
FIDF National Director and CEO Maj. Gen. 
(Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir and FIDF Southeast 
Region Executive Director Seth Baron.
 “I grew up acutely aware that Israel was 
infinitely more than a country that happened 
to be Jewish,” said Sgt. Eran, a Lone 
Soldier from Atlanta who fought with the 

IDF’s Paratroopers Brigade in Gaza, during 
Operation Protective Edge. “While I fought 
for that idea with a few thousand other 
soldiers, we had the support of millions 
around the world—our socks came from 
Canada, underwear from California, and 
energy bars from all over the East Coast. I 
know this because the boxes were labeled 
‘FIDF,’ reminding me who our true friends 
are.”
 The funds raised at this event will 
go toward FIDF programs, including 
the Adopt-a-Brigade Program, which 
supports soldiers in need and funds rest and 
recuperation weeks for the FIDF Southeast 
Region’s adopted brigade, the IDF Combat 
Intelligence Collection Corps; the IMPACT! 
Program, which grants full academic 
scholarships to IDF combat veterans; the 
Lone Soldiers Program, which supports 
soldiers with no immediate family in Israel; 
and the Wounded Veterans Program, which 
provides wounded veterans with physical, 
social, and psychological services and 
special prosthetics.

Atlanta FIDF benefit raises $450,000 to support Israeli soldiers

FIDF National Board Member and 
Southeast Region Chairman Garry 
Sobel and IDF Sgt. Emma, a Lone 
Soldier from England

FIDF Southeast Region Executive Director Seth Baron (from left); IDF Sgt. 
Emma; FIDF National Director and CEO Maj. Gen. (Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir and 
his wife, Brig. Gen. (Res.) Gila Klifi-Amir; IDF Sgt. Eran; and FIDF Southeast 
Region Director of Development Jamie Perry

American, Israeli, and Brazilian service members with FIDF leaders

IDF Sgt. Eran, a Lone Soldier from 
Atlanta
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 Registration is now in full swing for 
LimmudFest 2016, the Southeast’s largest 
celebration of Judaism, taking place 
September 2-5, at The Ramah Darom 
Retreat Center, in the picturesque North 
Georgia mountains.

The Ramah Darom Retreat Center

 LimmudFest is a three-day festival of 
Jewish thought, arts, culture, life, learning, 
and teaching. The festival brings together 
hundreds of Jews from all walks of life, 
Jewish backgrounds, lifestyles, and ages, 
for a jam-packed 72-hour schedule of 
workshops and classes, films, yoga, music, 

performances, text-study, provocative panel 
discussions, outstanding food, and more, all 
put together by a passionate community of 
volunteers. 
 Originating in England more than 30 
years ago and today held in select locations 
worldwide, LimmudFest (limmud is the 

Hebrew word 
for learning) 
celebrates an 
insatiable quest 
for Judaism. 
The energy is 
unparalleled, the 
exploration is 
endless, and the 
impact is lifelong. 
Just a few of the 
noted presenters 
and workshop 
leaders scheduled 
for the 2016 event 
include: 
• Aitan Mizrahi, 

master cheesemaker and founder of Adamah 
Dairy.

• Lex Rofes and Daniel Libenson, co-hosts 
of the popular podcast “Judaism Unbound.” 
Libenson is the founder and president of the 
Institute for the Next Jewish Future; Rofes 
is a Jewish educator and organizer, who 
serves as strategic initiatives coordinator of 
the Institute for the Next Jewish Future.
• Rami Shapiro, award–winning author 
of more than 30 books on religion and 
spirituality and professor of religious studies 
at Middle Tennessee State University.
• Elsie Stern, vice president for Academic 
Affairs at Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College.
• Amanda Marks, Atlanta comic and local 
celebrity.
 The Retreat Center at Ramah Darom 

features 122 acres with a lake, heated 
swimming pool, tennis and basketball 
courts, and a waterfall just a short hike 
away. 
 LimmudFest participants begin by 
celebrating Shabbat together and move 
through the weekend with an astounding 
array of talented presenters and performers. 
Registration includes kosher meals and 
accommodations (camping, cabins, and 
motels) and ranges from $180-$800 per 
person, with scholarships available. There is 
also Camp Ramah@Limmud, for children 
ages five to12, and GanLimmud, for ages 
four and under. 
 For more information about 
LimmudFest 2016, visit limmudse.org. 

Largest Jewish festival in the Southeast slated for Labor Day Weekend 

Master Cheesemaker, Aitan Mizrahi

Comedian Amanda Marks
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A simple saliva DNA test can help
you plan for a healthy future family.

info@jscreen.org
404-778-8640

Know someone who’s planning a family? Purchase 
a  for someone you love.

��creen o�ers fast� con�dential� a�orda�le� at-home 
genetic testing for more than 100 diseases.
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In 1971, then Governor Jimmy Carter appointed Judge Joel Fryer to the Civil Court of 

Fulton County.  This historical appointment marked the first time a Jew had reached the 

trial court level in the state of Georgia.  Two years later, Governor Carter appointed 

Judge Fryer to the Superior Court of Fulton County, a position Judge Fryer held until his 

death.  During Judge Fryer’s thirty plus years on the bench, he gained the love, 

admiration, and respect of the many judges, lawyers and staff that worked for and with 

him, practiced before him, and was mentored by him. 

In 1996, then Governor Zell Miller appointed Judge Wendy Shoob to the Fulton 

Superior Court.  That year she was elected to a four-year term and has been re-elected 

four times.  She has served on the General and Family Divisions of Fulton’s Superior 

Court with distinction.  

Judge Shoob is retiring from the Bench. The run-off election to fill her seat will be held 

on July 26, 2016.  It is anticipated that without any “hot button issues” or high profile 

races on the ballot voter turnout will be very low.  

Gary Alembik, a 52 year resident of Fulton County, is on the ballot to replace Judge 

Shoob.  Gary is well qualified. He has been in private practice for 28 years; has served 

in the Fulton County Superior Court as a Magistrate and as a designated Superior 

Court Judge for 10 years.  He was voted “most qualified” by his peers in this race in the 

recent Atlanta Bar Association poll. Gary is an active member of Ahavath Achim 

Synagogue.

Aside from his professional qualifications, he brings his love for justice and fairness. 

These qualities have been engrained in him by his father and grandparents, all 

Holocaust Survivors. Gary has a true love for the Law and the Rule of Law which he 

inherits from his parents, both attorneys.

We encourage you to vote for Gary Alembik in the run-off election scheduled for July 

26th.  It has been a tough race and Gary needs every vote.  So please VOTE, either in 

the early voting, which is to commence on July 5th, or at the polls on July 26th. Gary 

Alembik is the most qualified to fill this seat. 

 He needs you and we need him!

Signed:

The Broad Experience 
Our Community Deserves EARLY VOTING THROUGH JULY 22ND

CRITICAL LOCAL RUNOFF   
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2016

WWW.GARYALEMBIK.COM

✓OTEA LEGACY WORTH CONTINUING 


